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MEETING #314

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, JANUARY 23RD, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:
      Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor:  Susan Sullivan



Councillors:       Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly,





      Darren Finn, Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:                  M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





      J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





      D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





      B. Griffin, Director of Finance





      G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


Prior to the meeting the Mayor announced the 2006 “Light Up for Christmas “ Contest winners and presented the prizes.


1st Place
-
Lorie Philpott


$100.00





473 Grenfell Heights


2nd Place
-
David Gardner


$ 75.00





39 Snow Crescent


3rd. Place 
-
Dr. Tom Poole


$ 50.00





62 Sullivan Street


Best Decorated Commercial Property was Riverview Motors Ltd.,


#75 Lincoln Road.


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #313 of Tuesday, December 5th, 2006

Motion

      Oake\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #313 of Tuesday, December 5th, 2006 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


In response to a question from Councillor Courtney, the Town Manager\Clerk advised Council that a letter was written to the Minister of Justice regarding hiring Sheriffs for our courthouse.  A reply was not received, but the Province has hired two (2) Sheriffs.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly presented the disbursement report in the amount of $296,203.52.

Motion

      Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $296,203.52 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Oake, the Mayor advised Council that he arranged for the ad to Crime Stoppers with the Economic Development Officer.  


Councillor Oake was concerned that this ad was contrary to Council policy.

CORRESPONDENCE


Correspondence was received from the Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union (CEP) requesting a petition be placed in the Town Hall urging Government to support the forest industry.

Motion

      Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Finn


Be it resolved that the petition be placed at the Town Hall.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Waterfront Development Plan


The Committee reviewed the introductory letter to be submitted to ACOA and the Department of Innovation, Trade and Rural Development.  The following suggestions were made to include with the letter:-

· an architectural design for new buildings

· renovations to existing buildings

· artist’s concept drawings

· incorporate Farmer’s Market concept into study.

The Town Manager\Clerk and Economic Development Officer  

met with representatives of ACOA and the Department of Innovation, Trade and Rural Development of Wednesday, January 10th to submit this proposal for funding a study.  A final draft will be submitted to the Committee at our next meeting.

Communication Strategy


The Committee reviewed the draft document, specifically the section on External Communications.  The Committee will submit further suggestions on the Strategy in the coming weeks.  The Economic Development Officer will follow up on several of the initiatives suggested in the document as a starting point such as the production of a monthly newsletter and a media scrum.

Other Business


The Economic Development Officer has secured an extension from ACOA and the Department of Innovation, Trade and Rural Development until March 31st for funding for the ice decking and audiovisual equipment for the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  The Recreation Department is reviewing several options for flooring and a decision will be made soon on the ice decking.  As well, the Economic Development Officer is waiting for specifications to come in on the audiovisual equipment, thus the reason for the extension.


The Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation unveiled a Signage Strategy recently.  It was suggested that a presentation be made to Council to see how it fits with the Town’s signage policies.

Updates – EXCITE Corporation

Healthcare Initiatives – The Town Manager\Clerk and the Business Development Officer met with Dr. Larry Alteen in November to define and pursue new projects in regional healthcare.  The Business Development Officer will pursue a follow-up meeting.

Bell Group – The Company is now incorporated here in Canada under the name Bellco Industries.  They will be looking at plastic extrusions initially.  The Business Development officer met with Officials of the Bishop’s Falls Town Council recently on details of this initiative.


Mr. Gunasingh will travel back to Grand Falls-Windsor in early February to move the business forward.  The intention is to create 7-10 jobs from the extrusions project.

Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture – The Business Development Officer has followed up on an inquiry on a manufacturing opportunity for Grand Falls-Windsor.  This is a preliminary inquiry.

EXCITE Corporation Report – The Business Development Officer reported on the following initiatives:-

- Cambridge Systems will engage EXCITE as a delivery partner for

  A medical transcriptionist positions in Grand Falls-Windsor.  The target date

  for start up is February 26th, 2007 with 15-20 medical transcription 

  positions.

- XWAVE  - Paul Kent, Chief Operating Officer of XWAVW will be in

  Grand Falls-Windsor in January\February timeframe to get a clear sense of

  the offerings of the EXCITE Corporation.  Working to confirm the exact

  date and time.     

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Correspondence – Exploits Engineering – Sheppard Estates


The Committee discussed the correspondence requesting Council cover any costs relating to upgrading the existing lift station on Grenfell Heights to accommodate the new proposed sub-division.  This lift station is old and will require upgrading within the next several years.  Our staff are attempting to schedule a meeting with Exploits Engineering and Flygt (lift station manufacturer) to discuss options and overall costs.


The Committee agrees with the request in principle, but recommends final approval cannot be granted until cost estimates are presented.

Correspondence – 91 Circular Road & 12 Railway Road – Snowclearing Concern


The Committee discussed both letters and their request for Council to snowclear the back lane to provide access to the rear of their properties. 


The Committee recommends that the request be denied.  It is not Council’s responsibility to plow back lanes to provide alternate access to properties.


The Committee recommends that staff investigate the possibility of increasing the turnaround at the end of Railway Road to improve traffic flow.

Correspondence – Dawe’s Mechanical


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Dawe’s Mechanical concerning work in Grand Falls-Windsor being completed by unqualified contractors.  The Town of Grand Falls-Windsor has adopted the National Building Code of Canada, but not he Plumbing Code.


The Committee recommends that the Town not adopt the Plumbing Code at the present time.  Staff will promote to the community the importance of using certified contractors when having work completed.  It is also critical that homeowners hire contractors that have Property Liability Insurance and Worker’s Compensation Insurance to protect the homeowner if work is being done on their property.  

Land in Queensway


The Committee is recommending that for the present time, a freeze be placed on selling any other land in Queensway until the ongoing negotiations with a developer is complete.  Any person or company interested in this area can forward an expression of interest to the Engineering Department for future reference.  When land becomes available for sale, it will be sold to the individuals with the proposals best suited to the area.

Town Plan\Development Regulations – Amendments


The Town has to make several changes to the Plan and Regulations due to ongoing discussions concerning commercial development:-

1. Queensway  -  re-zone areas to Commercial General as per attached map.

2. Former CN property on Duggan Street  -  re-zone small area from

Recreational Open Space to Commercial General as per attached map.

3. Zoning Regulations  -  changes have to be made to address Box Store

Development with smaller commercial units on the same site.  These will be discussed with our planner and presented to Council.

4. Light Industry to be included as a discretionary use within the 

Commercial General zone.

Correspondence – Colin Power


Mr. Power has requested approval to construct apartments at 52 High Street.


This is a discretionary use and the Committee recommends the proper advertising procedure be followed.  The number of apartments that will be permitted will be determined by the type of commercial use on the main floor.

Request for Barn – Former Windsor Dump Site


The Committee discussed the request for a barn at the former Windsor dump site and recommends that the request be denied.

Accessory Building -  311 Grenfell Heights


An accessory building at 311 Grenfell Heights exceeds the height restrictions by 0.36 meters.  This is with the allowable variance that can be approved by the authority.


The Committee recommends that staff proceed with notices for the variance.

 Motion

       Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Finn expressed his dissatisfaction with the decision that snowclearing at #91 Circular Road would not be done as requested by the homeowner.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

2010 Newfoundland & Labrador Winter Games Bid Update


The Director informed the Committee that there still has been no notification with respect to the awarding of the Winter Games.


The Committee recommends that our area MHA’s be contacted for their continued support of the bid.

Stadium Update


The Windsor Stadium opened for the winter season on January 5th, 2007.  The Director provided the Committee with the revised ice rentals utilized schedule.  It was noted that Minor Hockey will be utilizing an extra nine (9) hours and Figure Skating will be using an extra three (3) hours with the two (2) Stadiums in operation.

Rotary Park Update


The Committee discussed the Rotary Park Grant which concluded on December 31st, 2007.  Work completed included excavation of the site, brush cutting, spreading topsoil, seed and fertilizer and the purchase of park benches, picnic tables and interlocking brick.


The Committee recommends that further work on this project be considered during Capital Budget deliberation.

Scott Avenue Ski Trail Grant Update


The Committee discussed the Scott Avenue Ski Trail Grant.  This project concluded on December 31st, 2007 and work completed included brush cutting, alder cutting, trail repairs, bridge repairs, parking lot widening and ski hut renovations.  The Ski Trails are in excellent shape for skiing weather permitting.

Centennial Project


The Committee discussed the Centennial Gazebo Project for Church Road Park.  The Centennial Committee has committed $40,000.00 towards this project.  The Engineering and Works Department is completing a revised plan and costs estimate for the project and will forward the completed plans to the Committee for consideration.

Moses Pond


The Director informed the Committee that he had been speaking to the citizen requesting a plan be established to restore the Moses Pond area.  The citizen indicated that new correspondence will be forthcoming to the Committee and a meeting on this matter will be requested.  The committee will await the new correspondence and discuss it at a future meeting.

Correspondence – Grand Falls Golf Club Request


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Grand Falls Golf Club requesting a donation of some tables and chairs.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

Correspondence – Grand Falls Golf Club - Junior Golf Program


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Grand Falls Golf Club requesting assistance with the Junior Golf Program.


The Committee recommends that the Director obtain further information on this request and that the matter be discussed at a future Committee meeting.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium – Signage and Memorabilia


The Committee discussed a plan to erect signage and memorabilia at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  The Director will compile a plan of action including signage and memorabilia erection costs and report back to the Committee.

Stadiums Ice Logos Quotation


The Director presented a quotation to install two (2) Stadium ice logos and two (2) Cataracts ice logos.  The cost for all of these logos will be approximately $2,000.00.


The Committee recommends that these ice logos be installed and that the cost be covered within the Stadium existing operating budget.

2007 Winterlude


The Committee discussed plans for the 2007 Winterlude which will be held from February 9th-12th, 2007.


Any individual, group or organization wishing to participate in this years events are requested to contact the Parks and Recreation Department by January 31st, 2007.

Tournaments and Special Events List Update


The Director presented an updated Tournaments and Special Events List.  Due to the hosting of the Arena Managers Operators Course, the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium will now remain open until April 26th, 2007.

Motion

      Courtney\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan advised that the Centennial Committee has pledged $34,300.00 for the gazebo project.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

SPCA


A request was received from the SPCA for a meeting with the Committee.


The Committee recommends that this be scheduled at the next Committee meeting.

Multicultural Group


The Committee received a request from the Multicultural Group for funding for 2007. 


The Committee recommends that no additional funds be approved for this.  It is noted that $500.00 has already been approved.  If any other projects are to be undertaken, they will be considered at that time.

Fire Department Equipment


Correspondence from the Fire Commission’s Office was received concerning the disposal of excess fire equipment.


The Committee recommends that this be approved with the exception that groups within the Exploits Valley Region be given priority.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed cash collections for the period ending December 31st, 2006.  Accounts receivable as of that period was $977,000 ($1,048,000 for 2005), a reduction of $71,000 (6.75%).  The Committee also reviewed poll tax collections.  Total revenue for the year was $155,000.  


The Committee recommends that some analysis be completed on the levels of employment within the community to assess poll tax.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour as of December 31st, 2006.  Total labour costs for the year were $1,837,000.  It was noted that it was $21,000 under budget.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The Committee reviewed the amount outstanding from the Town of Bishop’s Falls as of December 31st, 2006. 


The Committee recommends that the Director of Finance & HR contact the town of Bishop’s Falls to discuss the account.

Queensway Park


The Committee reviewed that projected revenues and expenses for the Queensway access road.


The Committee recommends that this project be approved.

Centennial Committee


The Committee reviewed the financial position of the Centennial Committee as of December 31st, 2006.  It was noted that adequate funding exists for the planned gazebo for Church Road Park.

Donations


The Committee recommends that a $500.00 donation be made to the Actors’ Fund of Canada in memory of  Charmion King-Pinsent, late wife of Gordon Pinsent.

Council Furniture


The Committee reviewed proposed costs for furniture for the Council Chambers.


The Committee recommends that $35,000 be approved for this project.

Exploits Regional Curling Club


The Committee received a request from the Curling Club to amend the loan guarantee from a five (5) year to a fifteen (15) year term. 


The Committee recommends that this request be approved.

Motion

      Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Adoption of Minutes


It was moved by Josephine Budgell, seconded Harold Edison to accept the Minutes from November 6th, 2006.  The motion carried.

Business Arising


The refrigerator magnets outlining Watering Regulations were not received in Botwood and Peterview.  The Operations Manager has written Transcontinental but has not received a response.  The Operations Manager will look into the matter further.


The tender for removal of scrapped metals at the landfill was reviewed.  Bishop’s Falls has confirmed that it feels that the proposal from Trans Island Towing was the best.  Therefore, it is recommended that Trans Island Towing get the contract for removal of scrapped metals from the landfill.

Disbursement Report


It was moved by Darren Finn, seconded Pleman Brown that the disbursement report totaling $52,966.94 be accepted.  The motion carried.

Operations Report


The Board reviewed the Operations Report as presented.  Highlights of the report are as follows:-


All water reports presented showed water produced met drinking water guidelines.


There was water production decrease of 3.27% for November 2006 compared to November 2004.  When the final figures for production and costs for 2006 are completed, a comparison to 2004 will be presented at the next meeting.


The Operations Manager stated that the chlorination system is producing higher than normal chlorine residuals for Grand Falls-Windsor and lower than normal for Botwood.  This is due to the fact that the only chlorination for disinfection and distribution residuals is done at the Water Treatment Plant.


The Exploits Regional Services Board has hired Exploits Engineering to provide the design and they are working with staff to have the required work done.


There are two (2) new refuse cells completed for the winter season and staff will be preparing more in the spring.

New Business


The Exploits Regional Services Board’s employee Collective Agreement ended December 31st, 2006 and therefore there will be negotiations forthcoming.


The next meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, March 12th, 2007 at Botwood.

Adjournment


It was moved by Harold Edison, seconded Darren Finn that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 7:38 P.M.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


In response to a question from Councillor King, the Town Manager\Clerk advised that the owner of a house on Main Street, who was given a demolition order, has committed to refurbishing the house in the spring.  The Municipal Police and the RCMP will be requested to patrol the area.


Councillor Courtney requested a letter of condolence be written to Jack Murphy’s family reflecting his accomplishments nationally in the Special Olympics.  He also requested Council write the business community who publicly took measures to help the poor during Christmas.


Councillor Oake informed Council that Memorial University was giving first year students priority for housing and he is concerned that this will be the beginning of the end for our first year program locally.  It was agreed that Memorial University would be written.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested the Public Works Department have a look at the pedestrian crosswalk lights.


It was agreed that the sign for the Gander Military Resource Centre will be installed once a location is determined on a request from the Deputy Mayor.


The Mayor requested that the Director of Engineer explain to Council the problem of water pressure at Andrews Crescent.  


The Director of Engineering advised that the water pressure is 30 to 42 psi which is acceptable, but much lower than other areas of Town.

Motion

      Oake\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, February 13th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

