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         MEETING #316

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, MARCH 6TH, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly,





     Darren Finn, Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #315 of Tuesday, February 13th, 2007.


It was noted on page 3 “fore” should be “for” and page 4 “consists” should be “exists”.

Motion

      Oake\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #315 of Tuesday, February 13th, 2007 would be adopted as circulated with the noted changes.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


None

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly presented the disbursement report in the amount of $159,006.46.

Motion

     Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $159,006.46 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Oake, Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly informed Council that the disbursement to Newcap Radio Inc. for “Light Up for Christmas” would be discussed at the next Finance and Administration Committee meeting.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Grenfell Estates


The Committee discussed correspondence from Mr. Sheppard requesting certain names for his proposed sub-division.


The Committee recommends that present policy be used and names for Grenfell Estates will be taken from our list and consider the pioneers of the community.  Names recommended are as follows:-



Kelly



Sanders



Wells



Locke



McHugh


Griffin


The Committee also recommends that the next name for Ridgewood Sub-division be Ogilvie and for Harmsworth Sub-division would be Northcliffe and then Rothermere.

Household Hazardous Waste Day


Staff updated the Committee on a possible more permanent Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program.  Multi-Materials Stewardship Board are discussing the Program and presenting it to their Board on February 23rd.  When a formal Program is approved by Multi-Materials Stewardship Board, it will be presented to Council for consideration.

R4 Development Adjacent to YMCA


The Committee discussed this development and recommends that staff prepare a proposal call for development from interested parties.  The servicing requirements and number of units will be determined by the Engineering Department and be part of the proposed call documents.

R3 Development – Former Railbed on Main Street


The Committee discussed this development and recommends that staff prepare a proposal call for development from interested parties.  The servicing requirements and number of lots will be determined by the Engineering Department and be part of the proposal call documents.

Request for Crown Land – Thirteenth Avenue


The Committee reviewed the request and recommends approval in principle.  The applicant will be required to submit the survey and plans to staff for final approval.  An existing rear access lane will have to be maintained (relocated).

Request for Development – Main Street West


The Committee discussed the request for development of two (2) large lots on Main Street West fronting on Little Rushy Pond.


The Committee recommends approval in principle.  Staff will discuss development with the Eastern Habitat Joint Ventures for their input.  Zoning will have to be changed to R5 (on site services).  If this proceeds, it will be residential and on site storage will be restricted.

Waste Management Update


Staff presented the Committee with the latest information from the Central Newfoundland Waste Management Committee.  The Waste Management Committee is requesting approval for funding from Multi-Materials Stewardship Board to hire a Co-ordinator to promote and educate municipalities on waste management throughout the district.  As well, there is a request to Municipal Affairs to establish an authority, which will consist of elected representatives from within the region.  They will be tasked with the responsibility of moving the Waste Management Strategy forward for Central Newfoundland.

Clean-Up


There was a general discussion on the establishment of our Clean-up Program for 2007.  More details and costs are required.


The Committee will make recommendation to Council at a meeting later this spring.  It is recommends that the Program be approved in mid April to provide sufficient time for notices to residents.

Year End Report


The Committee discussed the Year-End Report.  They were pleased with the production for 2006 and recommends the report be accepted.

Correspondence – Dave and Lisa Seaward


The Committee reviewed the request from Mr. & Mrs. Seaward to purchase land adjacent to the Kingdom Hall.  This land can be used for access to a large parcel at the rear of this area which can be identified for future development.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

Traffic Lights Issue


There was a request for Council to consider audio signal at traffic lights to assist with visually impaired pedestrians.  There was also a concern expressed with the delay in existing Southcott Drive due to traffic on Harris Avenue.


Staff will investigate these requests and report back to the Committee.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Riverfront Development


The Economic Development Officer reported that a meeting was held with representatives of ACOA, the Department of Innovation, Trade and Rural Development and the Centennial Committee.  There was discussion about the Centennial Committee’s gazebo project and how it might be incorporated into the Riverfront Development Plan.  The intent is to access additional funds to include dimension stone in this project as well as the Riverfront Development Plan.  The Economic Development Officer will follow up with ACOA and the Department of Innovation, Trade and Rural Development on the possibilities.

Website Re-Design


The Economic Development Officer has met with the three (3) local Colleges in Grand Falls-Windsor and each College will present a revised copy of a new Town website within 6-7 weeks.  He is meeting with each of the Colleges every two (2) weeks to monitor their progress.


The Committee recommends that once the work has been completed, the Committee will select a 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winner and incorporate the work done into a new site.

Cataracts JCP Extension


The Economic Development Officer has spoken with representatives of Service Canada concerning an extension to the current JCP Grant for the Cataracts Marketing Co-ordinator.  The Grant is due to expire on March 10th, but the Economic Development Officer will ask for an extension until early May, in anticipation of the Cataracts advancing to the Herder Memorial finals, which would conclude in late April.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer proceed with this application for an extension.

Atlantic Outdoor Sport and RV Show


The Economic Development Officer will be attending this Show along with the Committee Chairperson from March 15th-18th in Halifax.  He will be meeting with Fred Parsons of the Salmon Interpretation Centre to develop a tracking coupon that will be distributed to visitors at this Show.


The Committee recommended the Economic Development Officer develop a coupon that will give visitors to the Salmonid Interpretation Centre a discount.  The Committee wants to track the numbers of visitors that actually visit the Town as a result of our attending the Trade Show.

Audio Visual Equipment Update


The Economic Development Officer reported that the Town has received a new Trade Show display booth and he is working with the Purchasing Officer for the Town to ask for a CFP on the audio visual equipment for the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  This will be the final part of the project funded by ACOA and the Department of Innovation, Trade and Rural Development for improvements to the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  He has also indicated that additional funding may be available as part of an amendment to this project for more infrastructure for the Stadium to make it more Convention friendly.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer continue with this process and proceed with the amendment to the initial application.

Updates

Chamber of Commerce Trade Show – The Committee recommends that the Town again sponsor the Chamber’s Trade Show Networking Social.  The Trade Show takes place from May 4th-6th at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  In addition, the Chamber’s Annual General Meeting is taking place on March 1st.

Convention Committee – As the grant for the Co-ordinator will soon expire, the Committee will meet on March 1st to review the progress and make recommendations to the Economic Development Committee on the next steps for this initiative.

Conferences – The Economic Development Officer presented information on three (3) conferences coming up in April and August.  The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer register for all three (3), the “Bring It Home”, “Community Prosperity” and a Retail Show.

Advertising – The Economic Development Officer reported that he is developing ads for the Advertiser’s Business Forecast, the Telegram’s Horizon’s Business Forecast, as well as ads in the Downhome magazine and the Exploits Wild & Free Guide.

The Committee recommends that the theme of the business ads should reflect that Grand Falls-Windsor is the service centre for Central Newfoundland and promote the different sectors such as mining, forestry, post-secondary education and so on in the ads.

The Economic Development Officer is also putting together a media release on the residential development taking place here.  It will be sent to the media next week (March 5th-9th).

Post-Secondary Committee – The Committee has sent a letter to Dr. Axel Meisen of Memorial University asking him what plans MUN has for Central Newfoundland, specifically, Grand Falls-Windsor.  In MUN’s Strategic Plan there is no indication of any expansion to Central, just Corner Brook and St. 

John’s.  The Committee would like for MUN to identify what steps it will take here.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Oake, Councillor Finn informed Council that there will be $3,000.00 awarded as prizes for the website design to be divided in three (3) amounts for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

AND Company Inc.


John Thompson gave a presentation on the AND Company reviewing the past years performance and a plan for 2007-2010.  Based on the projected revenues and expenses, the AND Company is requesting that Council contribute $18,800 for three (3) years.  This contribution would allow the Company to increase marketing and increase the number of weeks from ten (10) to twelve (12) weeks.  It was agreed that the Director of Finance would discuss the budget preparation with Mr. Thompson and make a recommendation to the Finance and Administration Committee.

RCMP Memorandum of Understanding


There was general discussion regarding the Memorandum of Understanding.  There were several changes made to the document and another meeting will be held to reconstruct the draft.  There was also discussion regarding the hiring of another six (6) month Municipal Enforcement Officer position to cover vacation replacement and the busy summer season.  It was agreed to postpone this discussion until the Abitibi Agreement is finalized.

Motion

      Sullivan\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Courtney requested Council assess the need to establish

a half-time Police Officer position and not make it contingent on the Abitibi grant application.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

2007 Winterlude Report


The Committee reviewed the 2007 Winterlude.  This year’s event was a great success.  The Committee was pleased with the overall attendance, the increased number of events and groups involved and the quality of the events.

2007 Year End Stadium Monthly\Yearly Reports


The Committee reviewed the 2007 Year End Stadium Monthly\Yearly Reports.  All event revenue and attendance, ice and other event revenues and hours rented and utilization were on target with the projected amounts.


The Committee also noted that 34,334 people attended 141 Special Events and Tournaments in the Stadiums in 2006 and that rental utilization had increased by 5.5%.

Correspondence – Windsor Stadium Score Clock


The Committee discussed correspondence from Browning Harvey Ltd. regarding a proposal to replace the existing Windsor Stadium score clock.


The Committee recommends that a Sponsorship Expressions of Interest Bid Proposal process be implemented for a new Windsor Stadium score clock as part of the Windsor Stadium renovations.  The Committee also recommends that correspondence be sent to Browning Harvey Ltd. with information on the Committee’s decision and thanking their company for their continued support.

Correspondence – Miss Teen Achievement NL Pageant


The Committee discussed correspondence received requesting financial sponsorship towards the Miss Teen Achievement NL Pageant.  The Committee noted that there is no financial funding allotted in the Parks and Recreation Budget to consider this request.


The Committee recommends that this request be passed over to the Finance and Administration Committee for consideration.

Correspondence – Cataracts\Recreation Hockey Tournament


The Committee discussed a request from the Grand Falls-Windsor Recreation Hockey League to host a year end tournament on April 27th and 28th, 2007 and receive a reduced hourly ice time rental rate.


The Committee recommends approval for the hockey tournament but recommends that the existing Ice Rental Rate Policy be applied and denies a reduced hourly ice time rental rate.

Correspondence – Central AAA Midget Arctic Blast


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Central AAA Midget Arctic Blast to host a tournament from April 26th-29th, 2007.  The Committee noted that a request for the same dates was received first by the Recreation Hockey League.


The Committee recommends that the date be first offered to the Grand Falls-Windsor Recreation Hockey League and if not confirmed by the League to be then offered to the Central AAA Midget Arctic Blast.

Arenas Operators Course Update


The Director informed the Committee that the Arenas Operators Course will be hosted by the Grand Falls-Windsor Parks and Recreation Department from April 23rd-27th, 2007.  The Director requested permission to send all of the Stadium Staff to the Certification Course.


The Committee recommends that this request be approved and that the cost be covered within the existing Parks and Recreation Budget.

Correspondence – 2010 Newfoundland & Labrador Winter Games Bid


The Committee discussed correspondence received from Department of Tourism, Culture and Recreation Minister Hedderson advising that the process of identifying a Town to host the 2010 Newfoundland and 

Labrador Winter Games has been delayed.


The Committee recommends that contact be made and correspondence sent to the Minister’s office to obtain further information on the bid process.

Stadium Utilization Review


The Committee discussed the number of hours available in off-hours for family, adult and general skating.


The Committee recommends that the current skating sessions meet the needs of the general public and that no changes be made to the Stadium schedule or policies.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Recreation Facility Liquor License Review


The Committee discussed the current policy on areas of permitted alcohol consumption at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium during Senior Hockey Games.


The Committee recommends that alcohol consumption be permitted during Senior Hockey Games in all areas as defined by the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Recreation Facility Liquor License.

Motion

      Courtney\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly, Councillor Courtney explained that the liquor license permits the consumption of alcohol in the stands and this is a common practice in most arenas.  


Councillor King expressed concern that there is a risk of having problems with drinking in the stands.


Councillor Courtney did not anticipate the need of having extra security.


Councillor Finn stated his belief that patrons to the games at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium will behave responsibly.


The following Resolution for Development Regulations Amendments No. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan:-

Resolution  -  GF-W 2007-155

Under the authority of Section 16 of the Urban and Rural Planning Act 2000, the Town Council of Grand Falls-Windsor adopts the Grand Falls-Windsor Development Regulations Amendments No. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, 2007.

Amendment No. 1


In general terms, the purpose of these changes to the “Commercial General” zone is to permit large box store development with smaller retail units and the changes are as follows:-

(a) to include “Shop” as a permitted use.  This will allow for box store 

and\or smaller retail units.

(b) to include “Light Industry” as a discretionary use.  This will allow for 

consideration of “Light Industry” uses within the “Commercial General” zone.

(c) to include conditions to allow for setbacks or more than 32 m for 

buildings greater than 1,400 square meters.  Actual setbacks will be determined by the Authority.

(d) to allow the Authority to approve signs greater than 5 square meters.

(e) to include “Garden Centres” in outdoor storage areas.  Also set general

criteria for the construction of temporary or semi-permanent outdoor storage structures.

(f) to include shops of 1,400 square meters or more of floor space to be 

permitted provided standards set by the Authority are met.

Amendment No. 2


In general terms, the purpose of this change is to realign the “Conservation Area” at the rear of the residential properties on Main Street to reflect present conditions.  This will require rezoning of “Industrial Light” to “Conservation”, a section of “Industrial Light” to “Residential Medium Density” and a section of “Conservation” to “Residential Medium Density”.

Amendment No. 3


In general terms, the purpose of this change is to rezone areas in Queensway Business Park to accommodate retail development.  The following changes are required.

(a) rezone “Industrial Light” area to “Commercial General”.

(b)  Rezone “Industrial Business Park” area to “Commercial General”.

(c)  rezone a small section of “Rural” to “Commercial General”.

(d)  rezone two (2) small section of “Conservation” to “Commercial       

General”.

Amendment No. 4


In general terms, the purpose of this change is to rezone an area on King Street from “Commercial Neighbourhood” to “Residential Medium Density”.  This change will reflect present conditions.

Amendment No. 5


In general terms, the purpose of this change is to modify parking requirements in the “Medical and Professional” class.  Changes are occurring in the delivery of medical services and flexibility is necessary in parking requirements.  The requirement is presently one space for every 20 square meters of gross floor area.  The proposed change is to be “as specified by the Authority”.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that Resolution GF-W 2007-155 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

Multicultural Association


A delegation from the Multicultural Association presented an overview of their Association’s activities.  A number of events are planned on an annual basis and the Association would require some financial assistance.  


The Committee recommends that the Association provide a specific financial request for the Committee’s consideration.

Tax Levy


The Committee reviewed the taxation levy for 2007.  Total taxes levied are $8,436,000.  This amount is in line with the budgeted amount for 2007.

Performance Reports


The Committee reviewed the performance reports for the Finance Department, Human Resources, Assessment, Fire Department, Municipal Police and Animal Control.  The Committee was pleased with the format and recommends that these reports be accepted.

Cost of Living


The Committee noted that the previous Minutes indicated that the cost of living adjustment was retroactive to January 1st, 2006.  This was an error. The retroactive date is January 1st, 2007.

Newfoundland & Labrador Federation of Municipalities


The Committee received a request from the Newfoundland & Labrador Federation of Municipalities to provide funding for its outstanding mortgage. 


The Committee recommends that no additional funding be approved.

Council Furniture


The Committee reviewed options for provision of furniture for the Council Board Room.  


The Committee recommends that the Budget for this be increased by $4,100.

Poll Tax


The Committee reviewed the employer list for poll tax.  Total number of employees liable for poll tax is 1,040 compared to 1,082 in 2006.  


The Committee recommends that staff pursue poll tax revenue and anticipates that revenue for 2007 will be in line with the budgeted amount.

HST Audit


The Director of Finance presented the results of the HST audit for 2004-2006.  The assessment, as a result of this review, is $21,666.  


The Committee recommends that the budget be adjusted to allow for this expense.

Motion

      Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Oake expressed concern that the Town was not donating any money to the Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Municipalities’ mortgage reduction plan.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly replied that this request was not an emergency and was intended to pay off a mortgage faster.


Both Councillors Oake and Finn expressed their satisfaction with the Annual Performance Reports.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly explained that over the course of the year, the Town has applied HST rebate to several projects and particularly the firemen 

honourarian.  The Province has changed some guidelines and the Town now has to pay the rebate back. 

NOTICE OF MOTION


Deferred until a future date.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor King expressed concern that Abitibi Consolidated has asked for a tripling of the land rates and a forty percent (40%) reduction in the grant-in-lieu of taxes.  Developers have already sold land based on the old rates.


Councillor Courtney requested letters be sent to the outgoing Executive of the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce and also congratulations to the new Executive.


Councillor Courtney also requested staff take action against two (2) deselect buildings in Town and properties with junk and debris.


Councillor Finn also criticized Abitibi Consolidated for the land price increase and the reduction in their grant-in-lieu of taxes.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan presented the following discretionary use:-

Discretionary Use – 42 Hardy Avenue


An application was received from Bluebird Investments Ltd. to construct a building for office space and industrial retail at #42 Hardy Avenue.  This type of development is considered a “Discretionary Use” for this use zone so a notice was advertised in the local newspaper and mailed to adjacent property owners.  The Engineering Department did not receive any objections, therefore approval of the discretionary use is recommended.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that the discretionary use application for #42 Hardy Avenue be approved.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan informed Council that MUN has a series of awards for community citizens and appealed to everyone to recommend nominees.



Deputy Mayor Sullivan requested Council again send letters to the Provincial and Federal politicians regarding the importance of the Botwood Port to the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor and the industry of the surrounding area.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan also updated Council on the Arts Procurement Committee.  

Motion

      Oake\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, March 27th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

