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MEETING #318

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, MARCH 27TH, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer,





     Darren Finn, Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #316 of Tuesday, March 6th, 2007 and the Special Meeting #317 of Wednesday, March 21st, 2007.


It was noted that on page 7 “by” should be “be” in Meeting #316.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #316 of Tuesday, March 6th, 2007 and the Special Meeting #317 of Wednesday, March 21st, 2007 would be adopted as circulated with the noted change.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


None

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $107,000.48.

Motion

     Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $107,000.48 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Multi-Materials Stewardship Board Application for Landfill Close-out


The Committee reviewed the application for funding from Multi-Materials Stewardship Board to permanently close our old landfill on the Trans Canada Highway.  This program is funded one hundred percent (100%) by Multi-Materials Stewardship Board.  Environment has informed Council that the permit to operate will not be renewed.


The Committee recommends that staff submit the application for funding.

Land Sales Policy


The Committee recommends that no firm pricing of land be set until the issue with Abitibi Consolidated is resolved.

Michelle Cooke


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Ms. Cooke and recommends that the letter be filed with the other requests and given consideration when names are being selected.

Correspondence – Neil Tremblett


The Highliner Inn has requested information on costs to connect them to the Town water supply.


The Committee recommends that Mr. Tremblett cover costs of all materials and Town staff cover installation.  This was a similar arrangement that was made with R.J.S. Terminals to connect them to the Town’s system.

Correspondence – Randy Wiseman


The Committee reviewed Mr. Wiseman’s request to renovate a portion of his commercial building on Station Road for his residence.  The area in question is zoned CG and the requested use is not permitted.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

Trans Canada Highway to Duggan Street Access


Staff updated the Committee on the latest discussion with Imperial Oil concerning access across their property on Main Street.  To move the project further, an environmental assessment is required.  The mayor and staff met with the Minister of Transportation and Works and discussed this route several months ago.  The Minister offered their support and funding for this project.  


The Committee recommends that a request for funding for the environmental assessment be sent to the Minister of Transportation and Works.

Garbage Collection Routes


Staff informed the Committee that minor changes in collection routes may be necessary to improve collection schedules.


The Committee recommends that staff make the necessary changes but ensure proper notice is given to affected residents.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-1 with Councillor Eisenhauer voting Nay.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Director of Engineering advised Council that the request for a residence in a commercial building on Station Road is not a permitted use in the existing zoning.


Councillor Eisenhauer also expressed her displeasure that the Department of Transportation and Works will not construct the road from Duggan Street westbound on the Trans Canada Highway.  It was explained that it can’t be built due to safe driving design standards.  


Councillor Finn requested that Council consider a request for rezoning on Station Road.  He also stated that the proposed road from Duggan Street to Main Street is a good idea in his opinion because it provides a better link to Main Street. 

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Communication Strategy Update


The Economic Development Officer updated the Committee on the following as it pertains to this initiative:-

· contacted Dr. Noreen Golfman of Memorial University.  She

referred him to Ivan Myzichka, Manager of Communications.

· ordered CD ROM from Municipal Communications.  It has 

several components of media training and communications.  It should arrive in six (6) weeks.

· received quotes on bi-monthly newsletter, review.

The Committee recommends that:-

1. The Town replace the Town Crier newsletter with a bi-monthly 

newsletter.

2. The Town award the production of this newsletter to the low bidder,

Morgan Printing.

Conference Registration 


The Economic Development Officer reported that he is registered for two (2) conferences on Economic Development, one (1) in St. John’s and one (1) in Corner Brook for April month.


The Committee recommends a second representative from Council also attend each of these conferences.

Aquaculture Contacts


The Economic Development Officer has contacted eight (8) companies that attended an aquaculture conference recently in St. John’s.  He suggested Grand Falls-Windsor as an option for their companies to set up here to service this growing sector in the coming years.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer pursue a procurement session with several of the aquaculture companies currently in operation on the South Coast with local companies.

Convention Co-ordinator


The Economic Development Officer reported that the Co-ordinator position was concluded as of February 2nd.  During the project, he contacted over 135 associations personally, mostly in St. John’s.  he has identified 3-5 conventions to be held here as a result of this initiative.  The Convention Committee will meet the last week of March to review the project and offer recommendations for this initiative.

Riverfront Development Update


The Economic Development Officer reported he has communicated with ACOA concerning their CAS (Consultant Advisory Service) and with five (5) consultants to enhance the draft terms of reference.  One submission has already been received and the others will be into the Department by the end of this month (March).  Once this process is finalized, one consultant will be selected to supply this work.

A.N.D. Company Request


The Committee discussed a request from the A.N.D. Company for marketing funds.


The Committee recommends it continue to support the A.N.D. Company’s marketing efforts, which are consistent with our own initiatives as it relates to tourism, and further recommends that the Finance and Administration Committee should discuss a final amount for funding of further marketing initiatives for that group.

Business Development Officer’s Report


The Business Development Officer reported on two (2) initiatives:-

1. Manufacturing – The Bell group is proceeding with the production of

plastic extrusion products.

2. Medical Centre of Excellence -  A Committee consisting of the Mayor,

Town Manager\Clerk and others met with Dr. James Rourke, Dean of Medicine at Memorial University on February 27th to discuss the opportunities for Rural Medicine and Health here in Grand Falls-Windsor.  A meeting with Dr. Larry Alteen is scheduled for March 15th to discuss this project and to develop the next steps for the project.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed cash collections as of February 28th, 2007.  Collections are on par with previous years and recommends the report be accepted.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour as of week nine (9).  Labour was in line with the amount budgeted and recommends the report be accepted.

Labour Hours Report


The Committee reviewed the total labour hours for 2004, 2005 and 2006.  The hours for Public Works increased by 3.9% and Parks and Recreation by 6.6%.


The Committee recommends that management continue to monitor the total hours consumed on an annual basis.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The Committee reviewed the production and unit costs for the Water Treatment plant.  Production has increased based on the addition of Botwood and Peterview.  Overall, unit costs have increased.


The Committee recommends that management investigate ways to decrease unit costs.

Central Paws


The Committee received a request from Central Paws to waive license fees for animals who have microchips implanted.  


The Committee recommends that the current fee scheduled be adhered to.

Mileage


The Committee reviewed vehicle usage and fuel consumption for 2006.  Total usage is on par with previous years.  Consumption of fuel is consistent with the recorded vehicle usage.

Sanger Memorial Park


The Committee reviewed the financial report for Sanger Memorial Park for 2006.  Surplus for the year was $4,500.00.  


The Committee recommends that this report be accepted.

Council Advertising


The Committee reviewed the advertising invoice for the Light Up for Christmas campaign as per Council’s request.  It was noted that the invoice included Season Greetings and the Light Up for Christmas campaign.  This amount was consistent with previous years.


The Committee recommends that the Advertising Policy be adhered to.

Art Procurement


The Committee reviewed the Art Procurement Program as presented by the Deputy Mayor.


The Committee recommends that staff and Councillors review the draft program for discussion at a future meeting.

A.N.D. Company


The Committee reviewed a request for funding from the A.N.D. Company.  


The Committee recommends that $9,000.00 be approved for advertising and student wages.  The Committee also recommends that the Director of the A.N.D. Company forward a financial and attendance report to the town at the end of the season.

Property Assessment


The Committee reviewed the supplementary assessment brochure and newsletter from the Municipal Assessment Agency.


The Committee recommends that this be accepted.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

NOTICE OF MOTION


Councillor Courtney read into the meeting a “Notice of Motion” to be voted on and discussed at the next Council Meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor King reported on the annual Exploits Valley Development Association meeting.  The Association has had a successful year.


In response to a question from Councillor Courtney, the Town Manager\Clerk informed Council that the Grand Falls-Windsor Fire Dispatch System will be providing fire call services to the Town of Bishop’s Falls since the Province has given notice that they are withdrawing the service.  He also congratulated the Kiwanis Music Festival participants and organizers as well as the Grand Falls-Windsor Cataracts on their very successful year.


Councillor Finn expressed his disagreement with the agreement with Abitibi for a reduction of grant in lieu for the next three (3) years.


Councillor Oake reported on his attendance to the Atlantic Outdoors Show in Halifax.  He also stated he had a complaint about a low income housing project off Finn Avenue\Gardner Street.  This complex is actually a seniors complex.


Councillor Oake congratulated the Grand Falls-Windsor Midget Team who won the bronze medal at the Provincial Midget Tournament in Stephenville.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan also congratulated the organizers and participants of the Kiwanis Music Festival.  She urged residents to sign letters they send to Council.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan announced that Council would be nominating Walwin Blackmore for the MUN Alumni of the Year Award for Outstanding Community Service.


Mayor Barnes also congratulated the Kiwanis Music Festival on a very successful event this year.
   

Motion

     Oake\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, April 17th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 7:55 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

