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MEETING #319

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, APRIL 17TH, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:
      Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor:  Susan Sullivan



Councillors:       Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer,





      Darren Finn, Robert King



Staff:

      M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





      J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





      D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





      B. Griffin, Director of Finance





      G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Councillor:         Barry Oake


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #318 of Tuesday, March 27th, 2007.

Motion

      Sullivan\King


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #318 of Tuesday, March 27th, 2007 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Eisenhauer noted that the Town had taken delivery of the new fire truck.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


None

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $611,915.13.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $611,915.13 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Business Awards


The Committee discussed the 2006 Business Awards with the representatives of the Chamber of Commerce as well as the upcoming Awards for 2007.  Several topics were discussed including regionalizing the Awards.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer work with the Executive Director for the Chamber of Commerce to pursue the options to regionalize the Awards and organize this year’s Award process.


The Chamber of Commerce representatives were excused from the meeting at 5:10 P.M.

Business Development Officer’s Report


The Business Development Officer report on two (2) items:-

1. Mr. Gunasingh of the Bell Group will be in Grand Falls-Windsor from

May 1st-5th to continue the process of establishing a manufacturing business in Bishop’s Falls.

2. The Business Development Officer is setting up a meeting with the new

CEO of the Health Care Corporation to deal with several topics as they relate to this area.


The Business Development Officer is also in talks with a private research lab, Newlab from St. John’s, on opportunities for Grand Falls-Windsor.  He will continue to pursue this initiative.

Website Review


The Economic Development and Tourism Committee reviewed a presentation by four (4) Business Students from the College of the North Atlantic on March 27th.  The students redesigned the Town’s website and presented the new look.


The Committee recommends that the four (4) students be awarded a cash prize as was recommended earlier for their work.

Aquaculture Procurement Session


The Economic Development Officer has been in contact with six (6) aquaculture businesses that are operating in the South Coast.  He has suggested that they take part in a procurement session with local businesses here.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer work with the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce and the EVEDC to promote and organize this session for May 23rd.

New Marketing Materials


The Economic Development Officer presented several marketing materials from other communities.  He suggested that we incorporate some of these formats into our existing Community Profile as well as create new documents directed at new businesses opening here.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer pursue these new initiatives and explore funding for them in the 2008 Department Budget in conjunction with other outside sources.

Cataracts Marketing Co-ordinator


The Job Creation Partnership (JCP) Grant for this position will end as of April 13th.  The Economic Development Officer presented a review of the initiatives that were undertaken and the results of the project.

Marketing Town to Ex-Patriots


The Economic Development Officer presented several options to the Committee to identify areas in Alberta, Ontario and Nova Scotia to promote Grand Falls-Windsor as an alternative for ex-patriot Newfoundlanders to consider once they retire.  He is exploring various marketing options and will report back to the Committee with a more concise presentation at the next Economic Development Committee meeting.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Court Conviction


The Committee discussed the recent Court conviction of a male adult for actions at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium in November 2006.  The Committee noted that the video surveillance camera pictures were used as evidence to convict the individual involved and that restitution has been paid for all damages incurred by the Town.

Stadiums Updates


The Windsor Stadium closed for the winter season on April 1st, 2007 and the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium will close for the winter season on April 28th, 2007.

Miss Grand Falls-Windsor\Ms. EVH Pageant


The Committee will co-sponsor the Miss Grand Falls-Windsor\Ms. EVH Pageant again this year with a financial contribution in the amount of $500.00.


The Committee welcomed Mr. Rod French, President and Mr. Doug Kelly, Vice President representing the Grand Falls-Windsor Minor Baseball Association to the meeting at 12:30 P.M.

Meeting with Grand Falls-Windsor Minor Baseball Association


The Minor Baseball Association representatives presented the Committee with an overview of the Association’s goals, objectives and timeline for 2007.  The Association presented several items to be considered by the Committee for this summer including improvements to Centennial Field and Goodyear Avenue Fields, sponsorship opportunities, schedule of events, and the possible renaming of the Centennial Baseball Field.  The Association is looking forward to working with the Committee in providing a fun and successful Minor Baseball program this summer.


The Committee discussed several of the items presented by the Association.  The Department will complete several of the improvements to the fields requested and obtain the cost to complete the other improvements requested.  


The Committee recommends that the request to rename the Baseball Field be referred to the Committee of the Whole for discussion.


The Association representatives were excused at 1:15 P.M.

Stadium Banners Request


The Committee has received a request to hang banners at the 

Stadium.


The Committee recommends that this request be referred to the Committee of the Whole for further discussion.

Rotary Park Project Update


The Committee discussed a memorandum from the Director with respect to future direction of the Rotary Park project.


The Committee recommends that a meeting be arranged with the Grand Falls Rotary Club to discuss the issue.

2007 Spring and Summer Grants

          The Committee discussed a memorandum from the Director regarding a number of Spring and Summer Grants which the Department has applied for funding.  It was noted that there are significant changes in the Canada Summer Student Job Grant applications and procedures which may affect summer student hiring and the 2007 Summer Program.

Stadiums Events Updates

           The Committee discussed a memorandum from the Director with respect to future Stadium events being work on at the present time.

           A list of Summer Stadium and Community Special Events will be presented at the next Committee Meeting.

Motion

      Courtney\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


In response to a question from Deputy Mayor Sullivan, Councillor Courtney advised that Council does not know how many students will be hired for the Summer Program at this time.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

RCMP – Memorandum of Understanding


It was agreed that the Memorandum of Understanding be agreed upon and forwarded to the RCMP for their approval.

Co-operative Merger Study


The Director of Finance reviewed a financial comparison report which identified population and household numbers as well as operational costs.  It was agreed that the financial disparities are too great to have a merger of the two (2) municipalities at this time.  It was also agreed that the Mayor and Town Manager\Clerk will meet with the Town of Bishop’s Falls to explain this decision.

Help Desk Now


It was agreed that the owner of Help Desk Now be requested to come to Grand Falls-Windsor and discuss the sale of the company and the building.

Municipal Plan, Amendment No. 1, 2007

Motion

     Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Grand Falls-Windsor Municipal Plan Amendment No. 1, 2007 be adopted.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Motion

      Sullivan\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-1 with Councillor Eisenhauer voting nay.

Councillor Eisenhauer stated she could not vote for the Minutes because the Memorandum of Understanding for co-operative policing does not address the number of RCMP Officer in Town and this Town needs more policing.  


Councillor Courtney stated that this Memorandum of Understanding will give our Town Municipal Enforcement Officer’s more authority and increased co-operation with the RCMP.


The Director of Engineering stated that the Municipal Plan Amendment #1 should include Regulation Amendment #1 and that this should be “approved” not “adopted”.  Council agreed with these changes in the Committee of the Whole Minutes.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Thomas Street Drainage Ditch


Mr. Moore and Mr. Broderick expressed their concern with respect to the drainage ditch at the rear of properties on Thomas Street.  They feel it is a dangerous situation and it should be relocated or piped.


Mr. Moore and Mr. Broderick were excused at 5:00 P.M.


The Committee discussed this issue and is recommending that staff review the possibility or relocating the ditch to the center of the easement and the cost to install pipe and backfill.  Relocating the ditch will result in the existing trees being removed.  

The cost to pipe the ditch is high and the Committee recommends that the neighbourhood be polled to determine interest from the residents to contribute to the cost.

P & T Auto


The Committee discussed the correspondence from P & T Auto requesting a sanitary sewer connection.


The Committee recommends that staff review the most cost-effective route and report back to the Committee.

Correspondence – Ed Kayler, #39 Dunn Place


The Committee discussed two (2) issue related to the property:-

1. clean-up

2. trim trees for sight distance

The Committee recommends that staff visit the site and deal with any 

litter as per the original order.  The Committee also recommends that the Police and Recreation Staff review the sight distance due to tree planting.  Any changes that are required will be discussed with the owner.

Development Requests: 58 Grenfell Heights, 2 Seventeenth Avenue, 38 King Street


These three (3) requests are related to additions to existing areas.  The development encroaches into existing sideyards but is not contrary to other existing properties in these areas.


The Committee recommends they be approved based on Article 3.5.6. in-filling in our Municipal plan.

Crown Land - #373 Grenfell Heights


The Committee reviewed the request for extra back land.  There is no identified use for this property, therefore the Committee recommends that the request be denied.

Whitmore Street – Construct Cul-de-sac to Minimize Truck Traffic


The Committee agrees with the concept in principle but recommends further discussion on the impact of services.

Discretionary Use: 54 Caribou Road – Personal Service

22 Thirteenth Avenue – 3 Unit Apartment


The Committee recommends that staff go through the proper advertising of these discretionary uses.

Clean-up Schedule for 2007


The Committee discussed the new clean-up schedule.  Changes are necessary due to the former landfill on the Trans Canada Highway being closed.  The permit to operate from Environment will not be renewed.  Rental of equipment will be necessary to maintain the two (2) week schedule and this was included in the budget.  There will be a drop off site at the Public Works Depot for Saturday and Sundays only starting on Saturday, May 5th and ending on Sunday, June 10th.  Hours of operation will be from 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M.  The hours of operation at the incinerator will also be extended to accommodate those wishing to drop off clean-up materials during the week.


The Committee recommends approval of this schedule and supports an active advertising campaign to relay the message to residents.

Land on Jones Street – Greg Hatt


The Committee recommends that staff meet with Mr. Hatt and work out the details on a land transfer for land taken by the Town for the sidewalk.

R4 Development – YMCA


There was only one (1) developer interested in purchasing the property next to the YMCA for seniors’ development.


The Committee recommends that staff discuss the proposal with the developer.

Motion

      Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


There was discussion that the Town would advertise that leaves and compost material can be brought to the Recreation Depot Compost area.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Bishop’s Falls Paging Service


The Fire Chief advised that the Town of Bishop’s Falls has requested the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor to provide fire alarm paging.  


The Committee reviewed the draft agreement as attached to the Minutes and recommends that this be approved.

Hazmat


The Fire Chief presented a draft agreement with the Provincial Government to the Committee as a Host Centre for the Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Program.  This will involve storage of a hazardous materials response trailer at the Fire Hall.  This Program also provides training for local members of the Fire Department.


The Committee recommends that this agreement be approved.

Disposal of Equipment


The Committee reviewed recommendations from the Fire Chief on disposal of the emergency response van.  This van is currently surplus to our needs.


The Committee recommends that this van be given to the Badger Volunteer Fire Department.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour as of week 12.  Total labour is within Budget.  


The Committee was concerned with increasing costs in Recreation and recommends that these costs be closely monitored.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed taxation collections as of March 31st, 2007.  Total receivables have increased by $277,000 (7.7%).  This increase is attributed to the increase in taxation as a result of the property reassessments.  Poll tax revenue is on par with last year.

Pre-Authorized Payments


The Committee reviewed the use of pre-authorized payments as a means of tax collections.  For 2006, the program had 816 participants and represented 12.5% of the total tax collected.

Cataracts Update


The Committee reviewed the current financial status of the 

Cataracts.


The Committee recommends that a meeting be arranged with this group to discuss the 2006\07 hockey season.

Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation


The Committee received a request from the Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation to sponsor a nutrition break at the conference to be held in Grand Falls-Windsor on May 25th, 2007.  


The Committee recommends that $350.00 be approved.

2006 Census


The Director of Finance presented the Committee with the 2006 Census for partners of the Exploits Regional Services Board.  As a result of the new Census, the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor’s costs of regional services will increase by $15,641.

Art Procurement


The Committee reviewed the Terms of Reference for the Art Procurement Program.  The Committee noted some minor changes.


The Committee recommends that the Terms of Reference be approved with these changes.

Sponsorship Request


The Committee received a request for sponsorship for a Men’s Convention of all faith groups to be held in Grand Falls-Windsor on April 27th-28th, 2007.  Attendance is estimated to be approximately 800-1,000 people.  


The Committee recommends that $250.00 be approved.

Correspondence – 7 Church Road


The Committee reviewed a request for water rate reduction for 7 Church Road.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied and that staff adhere to policy.

2 Earle Street


The Committee reviewed a request from the owner of 2 Earle Street for refund of taxes for water and sewer.  It was noted that this property is not serviced for sewage services.


The Committee recommends that taxes be adjusted by fifty percent (50%) for a seven-year period.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


It was noted that the changes have not been made to the agreement in the Minute package for the Art Procurement Committee.


There was a discussion regarding whether Council can dispose of a vehicle or asset without going to tender.  The Town Manager\Clerk advised Council that if they were going to sell an asset, it should sell it by tender but they could donate surplus or absolute assets to a non-profit group.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Adoption of Minutes


It was moved by Janice Eisenhauer, seconded Pleman Brown to accept the Minutes from January 8th, 2007.  The motion carried.

Business Arising


The refrigerator magnets outlining Watering Regulations were not received in Botwood and 
Peterview.  The Operations Manager has written Transcontinental and they have stated that they were delivered, although the Post Office in Peterview never received them for delivery.  The Operations Manager will look into the matter further and will have them reissued for Botwood and Peterview.

Disbursement Report


It was moved by Janice Eisenhauer, seconded Harold Edison that the disbursement report totaling $60,952.40 be accepted.  The motion carried.

Operations Report


The Board reviewed the Operations Report are presented.  Highlights of the report are as follows:-


All water reports presented showed water produced met Drinking Water Guidelines.


The Operations Manager outlined several cost saving initiatives at the Water Treatment Plant.  By providing training to staff, the Water Treatment plant has saved approximately $12,000 in contractor costs.  Valving changes in the sludge transfer has reduced overtime and increased filter runs and trials of an alum\polymer blend that can be purchased in bulk will save an estimated $43,000.


Botwood had some concerns regarding notifying the Water Treatment plant about low chlorine residuals.  It was agreed that Botwood’s staff notify the Water Treatment Plant Operators when chlorine residuals drop below 0.3 PPM at the beginning of their system.  This will allow Water Treatment staff to make a decision on increasing the dosages.


The topic of Industrial, Commercial and Institutional (IC&I) corrugated cardboard was discussed. It was noted that many of the corporate sectors were not complying with the mandatory ban.  It was moved by Janice Eisenhauer, seconded Harold Edison that effective June 1st, 2007 there will be a complete ban on IC&I corrugated cardboard at the Exploits Regional Landfill and a tipping fee of $250.00 for acceptance.  The motion carried.

New Business


The Foxtrap Marina was looking for empty barrels.  The Water Treatment Plant has empty SternPac barrels, but it was felt that they would be better served by the municipalities.


The Town Manager\Clerk of Grand Falls-Windsor has received a request for disposal of feed containers for the aquaculture industry on the South Coast.  He stated that the standard fee for disposal for industries outside of our service district is $25.00 per cubic metre.  The Exploits Regional Services Board agreed.


The next meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, May 14th, 2007 at Peterview.  

Adjournment


It was moved by Harold Edison, seconded Pleman Brown that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 P.M.

Motion

       Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


There was a discussion regarding the cardboard ban at the landfill and concern expressed that the $250.00 tipping fee is too high and the June 1st date is too soon.  The Town Manager\Clerk advised that the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce have been notified.

NOTICE OF MOTION

WHEREAS the late Jack Murphy, a native of Grand Falls-Windsor who



had achieved prominence for his athletic abilities; and

WHEREAS he had always demonstrated his love for the Province of his



birth in general and his old hometown in particular; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of Grand Falls-



Windsor recognizes his athletic achievements both locally,



provincially and nationally; and

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town present annually, during the 



Salmon Festival Dinner, the Jack Murphy Athlete Achievement



Award to the person demonstrating the characteristics that Jack 



displayed in his athletic endeavours and throughout his life.

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that the Notice of Motion for a Sports Trophy after the Late Jack Murphy would be approved as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, Councillor Courtney advised that the criteria for the Award would be for athletes of any discipline and would be set by the Parks and Recreation Department. 

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor Eisenhauer acknowledged that this is National Volunteer Week and thanked all volunteers.


Councillor Courtney welcomed former Mayor Walwin Blackmore to the Chambers.


Mayor Barnes requested the Municipal Police check vehicles hauling debris and not covering their loads.  Indiscriminant dumping is also a problem and the general public are encouraged to report any incidents they witness.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, May 8th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

