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             MEETING #320

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, MAY 8TH, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer,





     Darren Finn, Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:  Staff:

     B. Griffin, Director of Finance


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #319 of Tuesday, April 17th, 2007.

Motion

      King\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #319 of  Tuesday, April 17th, 2007 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Mayor advised Council that the keys to the obsolete Fire Department van will be presented to the Badger Fire Department 6:00 P.M. on Wednesday, May 9th at the Fire Hall.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $94,105.16.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Oake


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $94,105.16 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of

7-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Sanger Memorial RV Park


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.


There was a general discussion on the long-term direction for Sanger Memorial RV Park including the trail, boat launch, day use park, etc…


Mr. Parsons suggested that they could expand their responsibilities for maintenance of the trail but felt the operational grant paid to Environment Resources Management Association should be reviewed.


The Committee agreed that the long-term development plan for the riverfront would incorporate the trail network and access to different points of interest along the river.  The Committee thanks Service Canada for its continued support for this project.  


Since 1997 approximately 1.4 million dollars has been spent through the private donation of Mr. Bill Sanger, Service Canada and inkind contribution from town staff and equipment.


The Committee recommends that the Recreation Department take the leadership in any future grant application and projects.  Staff will discuss, in consultation with Environment Resources Management Association, possible work for 2007.

Motion

      Finn\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Review of Conferences


The Economic Development Officer reported on the two (2) conferences he attended in St. John’s and Corner Brook.  Both deal with Economic Development issues.  A summary of each conference was forwarded to Council for review.

Business Development Officer’s Report


The Business Development Officer reported on manufacturing and healthcare opportunities.  Representatives of the Bell Group will be in the area from May 1st-3rd.


The Committee recommends acceptance of the agenda for the Bell Group’s visit.

Aquaculture Procurement Session


The Economic Development Committee reported that the Town and the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce will now partner with the Provincial Department of Innovation, Trade and Rural Development on their procurement session on May 30th.  This is being done to enhance the total process and widen the scope of businesses that will be available to meet with the aquaculture businesses operating on the South Coast.  This session will cover other Government services, but will still offer the aquaculture companies an opportunity to network with local businesses for goods and services available.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer participate fully in this event.

Funding from Canadian Festival Coalition


The Economic Development Officer spoke with representatives of this group to investigate possible funding for the Exploits Valley Salmon Festival.  The group is developing a criteria for applying for funding at this point.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer continue to pursue this opportunity and report back to the Committee with the results.

Bi-Monthly Newsletter


The Economic Development Officer presented a mock up of the new Town Crier newsletter.  It will be distributed to the citizens of Grand Falls-Windsor on the week-end of May 5th-6th.  This is a new format from the 12 page format of the past and will be generated every two (2) months in order to better communicate Town activities to the citizens of Grand Falls-Windsor.

CAS Program – ACOA Application


The Economic Development Officer presented proposals from three (3) consultants to complete a study for ACOA as part of the Riverfront Development initiative.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer conduct some follow-up research on each of the companies before recommending one for final approval.

Flea Market


The Town will host a third Giant Flea Market on Saturday, June 9th on High Street from 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.  In the event of inclement weather, it will be moved to the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  Anyone wishing to register can call 489-2171 and leave their name and telephone number.

Communications Strategy


As one component of the Communications Strategy, the Economic Development Officer has been speaking with representatives of MUN about several options for media training and communications.  He will continue to pursue these opportunities.

Updates

Post-Secondary Committee – The Minutes of the April 17th meeting were presented.  The Committee is co-ordinating meetings with Memorial University, the new President of the College of the North Atlantic and the Minister of Education for the month of May.

Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce – The Chamber Trade Show is taking place from May 4th-6th at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  The Town has sponsored a networking social for exhibitors.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Deputy Mayor Sullivan, Councillor Finn stated that it is too early to tell the level of interest in the Aguaculture Procurement Session as the information packages were only recently sent out.


In response to a question from Councillor Courtney, Councillor Finn informed Council that the Exploits Valley Salmon Festival did qualify for Canadian Festival Coalition funding and we would apply.


Councillor Courtney also recommended that Council approach MHA Ray Hunter for funding for the 25th Exploits Valley Salmon Festival.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Grenfell Estates Subdivision – Sewer


The Director of Engineering advised Council that the Department of Environment requires the town to do an investigation into the infiltration of run off water into the sewer on Grenfell Heights.  In order to approve the subdivision Grenfell Estates, they need confirmation that we will do the required study.


Council recommends that a letter be written confirming that we will do this study.

Union Negotiations – Update


The Town Manager\Clerk briefed Council on the status of negotiations with CUPE Local 1349.

Baseball Field Renaming


The Grand Falls-Windsor Minor Baseball Association has requested that the Centennial Field baseball field be renamed.  It was agreed that the name remains as the Centennial Field and that the Association be thanked for their interest.

Gander Resource Centre


The banner requested by the Gander Resource Centre for the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium is not suitable for the stadium and sets a precedent for numerous organizations of worthy causes to erect similar signage.  Therefore, the banner will not be permitted.  However, Council has co-operated with roadside signage which has greater exposure.

Demolition and Clean-Up Orders


The Town Manager\Clerk reviewed a list of properties in Town which will receive clean-up orders in the next couple of weeks.  Council encouraged staff to proceed with the orders and have properties improved.

Cataracts Season Report


The Deputy Mayor welcomed Dave Canning and Bob Hedges of the Cataracts Senior Hockey Team at 6:15 P.M.


Mr. Canning proceeded to give a report of the 2006\07 season.  There were many positive accomplishments over the year.  These include increased attendance, increased holding seat sales, improved team image and active involvement with Minor Hockey programs.  The team’s on-ice performance was also a success making the semi-finals against Deer lake.  He also outlined a plan for a $28,000 fundraising campaign over the next year.  Council thanked the Executive Members for their hard work and dedication.

Finn Avenue Development


Council has had a request for a meeting from concerned residents regarding a seniors housing development on Finn Avenue.  The Director or Engineering reviewed the housing development with Council as the developer intends to proceed.  The area being developed is zoned as R4 and there is an intention to leave a three (3) metre easement for a screen.  Council has no reason to stop or alter the development as it meets Zoning and Building Regulations.  The Director of Engineering was instructed to set up a meeting with the residents and the Public Works and Planning Committee.

Municipal Awareness Week


It was agreed that Councillor Eisenhauer would organize a colouring contest for Primary students and a contest about the Town’s Coat of Arms for Grades 4 to Level III to celebrate Municipal Awareness Day on May 16th.  There will be prizes awarded to the winners.

Road to the Salmon Ladder


It was agreed Council would continue to support Environment Resources Management Association in maintaining the road to the Salmon Ladder.  Council will send a letter to the Association advising them of what support has been provided in the past and what we are prepared to do this year.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


It was noted by Deputy Mayor Sullivan that the fundraising campaign by the Cataracts was pre-season and not over the next year.

Public Works and Planning 


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Land Request – Exploits Welding and Machine Shop


The Committee discussed the request for extra land for the expansion of their existing business.


The Committee recommends the sale of land at the price of $250.00\ft. frontage.  Staff will discuss the land requirements and sell only the land necessary for expansion.

Correspondence – Perry Bauld


The Committee discussed the request for a push table chain saw mill for personal use at #341 Grenfell Heights.  Mr. Bauld requires permission from the Town before he can acquire a permit from Forestry.


The Committee questioned why a permit from Forestry would be required for this type of operation.  The Committee recommends that staff discuss the process with Forestry and report back to the Committee.

Correspondence – Tom Pinsent


The Committee reviewed the correspondence submitted by Mr. Pinsent requesting permission to convert the accessory building that was constructed contrary to our regulations and being challenged through the Courts.


A permit would not have been issued to have this building constructed as a residence at its present location, therefore the Committee recommends the request be denied.

Discretionary Use – 22 Thirteenth Avenue


The Committee discussed the request for a three (3) unit building at 22 Thirteenth Avenue.  One objection was received.


The Committee feels this new building will be a positive addition to the area and recommends the request be approved.

Development Requests 

Darren Dyke – 17 Glenwood Avenue and Guy Bailey – 3 King Street


The Committee discussed requests for development at 17 Glenwood Avenue and 3 King Street.  Both requests are additions and renovations to existing properties.


The encroachments in sideyards or rearyards are similar to existing properties in these areas, therefore the Committee recommends both requests be approved.

Correspondence – Pauline Price, CNIB


The Committee acknowledges the correspondence between Mrs. Price and staff and will work to ensure their concerns are addressed.

Correspondence – Jim and Melvina Thorne


The Committee reviewed the correspondence from the Thornes requesting the Town repair the damage to their lawn due to snowclearing.  This lawn was not marked.


The Committee recommends that policy be followed and because there were no markers installed, the lawn repairs are the responsibility of the homeowner.

Clean-up  -  Advertising Campaign

 
The campaign on clean-up was discussed and it was agreed that the Chairperson meet with the Advertiser to do a story on the schedule, process and items for collection.  The information will also be on the Town web site and also circulated in the polybags on the week-end of May 12th, 2007.

Development – 23 Church Road


The Committee reviewed the latest plans from Dr. Mandavia for the development at 23 Church Road.  One building was two-story to accommodate live-in caregivers for seniors.


The Committee recommends that all buildings be single story for seniors and the two-story request be denied.

Harris Avenue Upgrade


Staff reported that the upgrading of Harris Avenue project will be tendered in early May.

Anglican Church – Centennial Celebrations


Mr. Terry Brown contacted staff and said they will not be requiring the use of the arch that was used on High Street.


Mr. Brown wanted to express his thanks to staff and Council for their support.

46 Snow Crescent


The Committee discussed a concern expressed to staff at the rear of 46 Snow Crescent.  The concern from the resident is rocks are falling from the bank at the rear of their property and he feels it is Councils responsibility to stabilize the bank.  This area was excavated by the original homeowner or the developer and the slope behind these properties should have been stabilized at that time.  Council has never carried out any work in this area to slope these properties.


The Committee recommends that the property owner be responsible for stabilizing the slope at the rear of their property.

Development – Sanitary Products Site


The development of the Sanitary Products site will require the purchase of land to the east.


The Committee recommends approval for the purchase of the extra land.  Selling price will be determined when an agreement with Abitibi Consolidated is in place.

Parking – Brides Snack Bar


Deputy Mayor Sullivan received complaints from the owner of Brides Snack Bar concerning parking and asked staff to look at the situation.

Motion

      Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, Deputy Mayor Sullivan advised that it is policy that lawns have to be marked in order to have snowplow damage repaired.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan presented the following discretionary use notice.

Discretionary Use Notice – 74 Peddle Drive


Notice is hereby given that the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor has received an application to construct a residence containing a self-contained apartment on the main level.  Double dwelling are considered a “Discretionary Use” for this use zone.


A notice was mailed to adjacent property owners and advertised in the local newspaper.  The Engineering Department did not receive any objections.

Motion

      Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Discretionary Use Notice for #74 Peddle Drive be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor Courtney expressed concern that garbage is accumulating around Tim Horton’s, Dominion and McDonald’s Family Restaurant.  The Director of Engineering advised that students will be hired in the next few weeks to clean up Cromer Avenue and the main thoroughfares.


Councillor Courtney congratulated the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce on a very successful Trade Show.


Councillor Finn requested the Public Works and Planning Committee consider Eleventh Avenue for their paving program.


Councillor Finn also invited all to attend the Economic Development Association of Newfoundland and Labrador opening ceremonies for their Conference being hosted at Grand Falls-Windsor.


Councillor Eisenhauer invited all to participate in McHappy 

Day.  


Councillor Oake brought appreciation to the Parks and Recreation Department from the President of the Minor Hockey Association for their efforts over the past year.

Motion

       Oake\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, May 29th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

1
1

