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   MEETING #321

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, MAY 29TH, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor: 
     Rex Barnes


          Deputy Mayor:  Susan Sullivan



Councillors:
     Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn,





     Robert King



Staff:

     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Councillor:        Barry Oake

                    Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #320 of Tuesday, May 8th, 2007.

Motion

      Courtney\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #320 of Tuesday, May 8th, 2007 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0. 

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


Councillor Finn inquired about the garbage in commercial areas and asked what efforts are being made for clean-up.


The Director of Engineering and Works advised that discussions with the Union are still ongoing. 

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $68,374.37.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $68,374.37 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 

6-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Meeting – Grand Falls Rotary Club


The Rotary Club representatives and the Committee discussed the Rotary Park project in detail.  A review of Phase I of this project was completed and the proposal for Phase II of the project was discussed.  A Job Creation Partnership grant to complete Phase II has been applied for and the Rotary Club pledged a further financial commitment towards Phase II.  The Rotary Club and Committee will meet within the next few weeks to finalize work to be completed this summer.


The Rotary Club representative were excused from the meeting at 1:15 P.M.

Correspondence – Dog Obedience and Agility Clinic


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Central Paws Humane Society requesting accommodations for dog obedience and agility clinics.  The Committee is unable to offer any indoor facilities but recommends that the request to use the old tennis courts on Lincoln Road for an outdoor dog agility program be approved.

Skateboard Ramps


The Committee discussed a request from a resident of the Town to construct skateboard ramps for use on the Stadium parking lot.


The Committee noted that Capital Funding has not been allotted for skateboard ramps in the 2007 Capital Budget and recommends that this request be denied.

Dog Park


The Committee discussed a request from a resident to develop a dog park.


The Committee recommends that the Director investigate into using the Monchy Road\Lincoln Road play area as a dog park.

Correspondence – Exploits Special Olympics Committee


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Exploits Special Olympics Committee requesting financial assistance.


The Committee recommends that the Canada Day games admission proceeds be donated to the Exploits Special Olympics Committee.

Junior Golf Request


The Committee discussed a request from the Grand Falls Golf Club 

for assistance with the Junior Golf Program.  The Club requested assistance 

for twenty (20) first time golfers this year in the amount of $3,000.00.


The Committee recommends that this request be submitted to the 

Finance and Administration Committee for consideration.

Arenas Operators Course


The Director informed the Committee that the Arenas Operators 

Course was held at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium from April 23rd-

26th, 2007.  Over thirty (30) participants attended this Course and ten (10)

of our Parks and Recreation Personnel were certified as Level I Arena Operators.

Playground Safety Course


The Director informed the Committee that a Playground Safety Course was hosted by our Parks and Recreation Department on Friday, April 27th, 2007.  The Provincial Course was attended by twenty (20) participants.  The Course focused on playground design, safety and operating practices.  Two (2) of our Parks and Recreation Staff participated in the Course.

Recreation Newfoundland & Labrador Central Regional Seminar


The Director informed the Committee that the Recreation Newfoundland & Labrador Central Regional Seminar was held at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium on Saturday, May 5th, 2007.  Twelve (12) participants representing various Central Newfoundland communities attended the event.  The Director was elected Central Regional Director at the Seminar.

Recreation Newfoundland & Labrador Conference


Recreation Newfoundland & Labrador’s 36th Annual General Meeting and Conference will be held in Gander from May 24th-26th, 2007.  Councillor Courtney, the Director and the Parks and Recreation Foreman will attend the Conference on behalf of the Town.  The Director is a member of the Conference Planning Committee.  The Town will have an exhibit booth promoting Grand Falls-Windsor as the host of next year’s Conference.

Stadium Portable Flooring Update


The Director informed the Committee that the Stadium portable flooring had arrived and was to be installed under the direction of the company representative on Thursday, May 10th, 2007.

Job Creation Partnership Grants Approvals


The Director informed the Committee that the Department has received approval for two (2) Job Creation Partnership Grants totaling $204,948.58.  One grant totaling $128,000 is for Red Cliff Campgrounds and the other grant in the amount of $76,948.56 is for the Parks & Recreation Department video and picture production.

Shawn Silver School of Irish Dance Request


The Committee discussed correspondence from the Shawn Silver School of Irish Dance requesting support to host Irish Dance instruction and performances.


The Committee recommends that the Director obtain further information as to the specific level of support and if any financial commitment is required and report back to the Committee.

2007 Summer Special Events and Tournaments Update


The Committee received the tentative list of 2007 Summer Special Events and Tournaments.  The final list of Special Events and Tournaments will be published in the Summer Parks and Recreation Brochure to be released in June.

Summer Program Update


The Committee reviewed the Summer Program.  No Summer Student Grant funding has been released as of this date.  Interviews for the summer student positions will be held during the first week of June.

Windsor Stadium Summer Hockey School – Earlier Opening Date


The Committee discussed a proposal to operate a summer hockey school at the Windsor Stadium.  The Director also proposed the possibility of leaving the ice down at the Windsor Stadium, if there was a demand for opening the Windsor Stadium in mid September.


The Committee recommends that the Director contact the various user groups to determine if there is a demand for these proposed times and report back at the next Committee meeting.

Motion

      Courtney\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Eisenhauer suggested that the skateboard ramps be seriously investigated and given priority in next years budget.


Councillor Eisenhauer also noted that the washrooms at Centennial Field are in need of upgrading and was advised by Councillor Courtney that this was being discussed.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan inquired as to the status of Phase II for the Rotary Park and was advised by Councillor Courtney that the grant has been approved.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan also inquired if a couple of ramps could be constructed for the immediate time and was advised by Councillor Courtney that it would be looked into.  


 Councillor Finn inquired about the number of student grants for Grand Falls-Windsor and was advised by Councillor King that the Town received about the same, however, other local groups received considerably less. 

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Review of Economic Development Association Conference


The Economic Development Officer reported on the Conference held in Grand Falls-Windsor from May 9th-11th.  Economic Developers from across the Province attended the 2 ½ day sessions.  The goal of the Conference was to restart the Provincial Association and develop networking and professional development opportunities for Economic Developers.  The Economic Development Officer will co-ordinate activities for the Provincial group until the next Provincial meetings in six (6) months.

Riverfront Development Update


The Economic Development Committee reported that a consultant has been selected to carry out the first step in the process, a CAS (Consultant Advisory Service) Study.  He will meet with the local ACOA representative to move this process along.


The Committee recommends that funds be identified to cover the cost associated with this Study up to $2,000.00.  ACOA will cover seventy-five percent (75%) of the cost of this Study.

Chamber of Commerce – Convention Position 


The Economic Development Officer will meet with representatives of the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce, ACOA and Innovation, Trade and Rural Development to investigate the possibility of creating a position dedicated to continuing the process of identifying potential conferences, conventions and special events and marketing this area as destination for such activities.  The Chamber of Commerce would oversee this position.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer continue to pursue this opportunity and report back to the Committee with the results.

Post-Secondary Committee Update


The Economic Development Officer reported that the Committee is trying to set up a meeting with the Minister of Education for June 4th to discuss opportunities here in Central Newfoundland as far as Post-Secondary Education is concerned.


The Committee recommends that the Post-Secondary Committee pursue this course of action and supports their efforts.

Rogers Centennial Cup Road Race


The Economic Development Officer reported that a date of Sunday, August 12th has been set as the date for the third Annual Road Race.

The Committee recommends that the Town’s Parks and Recreation Department organize this Race with marketing assistance from the Economic Development Officer.

Motion

      Finn\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Gardner Street Residents Regarding Senior’s Development


Mr. Dooley spoke on behalf of the residents.  Their main concern is the proximity of the structures to their existing boundaries.  They request that the development move towards the convenience store.  They also agree that they would purchase land from the developer.


The Committee discussed the issues and asked staff to meet with the developers to determine possible modifications to their original proposal.

Sawmill Request – Perry Bauld, 341 Grenfell Heights


Staff informed the Committee that before the Forestry Department will issue a permit for a sawmill, they require a letter from the municipality.  Mr. Bauld’s request is for an Alaskan sawmill at 341 Grenfell Heights.  Mr. Bauld also stated he has approval from Oake’s Trucking to have it at their site on 57A Whitmore Street.


The Committee recommends a letter of approval be issued to have the sawmill located at Oake’s Trucking site on Whitmore Street.  This mill is for personal and not commercial use.  All waste material is to be disposed off the property at approved waste sites.  The sawmill cannot be operated until a permit is obtained from Forestry and a copy forwarded to the Town.

Land Request – Jeff Hunter, 47 Ireland Drive


Mr. Hunter has requested approval to purchase land at the rear of his property at 47 Ireland Drive.


The Committee recommends that this land be sold as per existing policy.

Correspondence – Imperial Oil, Duggan Street to Main Street Access


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Imperial Oil and recommends that a financial commitment from Government be obtained before Council agrees to purchase any property.  A letter will be drafted under the Mayor’s signature to the Minister of Transportation and Works.

Salvage Dealer’s License


The Committee was informed that Salvage Dealer’s Renewal Licenses will not longer be required.


The Committee recommends that staff review municipalities existing policies and draft basic regulations to be followed by salvage dealers.

Correspondence – Tammy Skinner, 39 Smallwood Drive


The Committee discussed a request to repair the lawn that was damaged due to snowclearing.


The Committee recommends that present policy be followed and because the lawn was not marked, repairs are the responsibility of the homeowner.

Crown Land Request – 37 Peddle Drive


The Committee recommends the request for Crown Land be approved.

Crown Land Request – 33 Peddle Drive


The Committee recommends the request for Crown Land be approved.

Land Transfer\Purchase – 4 Jones Street


The Committee recommends a transfer of land to Mr. Hatt for property taken for the sidewalk.  Extra land required by Mr. Hatt will have to be purchased as per the present policy.

Multi-Materials Stewardship Board – Backyard Compost Bins


Multi-Materials Stewardship Board have a limited number of compost bins remaining.  When these are gone, the subsidized program ends.  This program is no cost to the Town and it promotes waste reduction.


The Committee recommends that the Town purchase 500 bins for resale to residents.

Request to Rename Station Road to Meaney’s Road


The Committee discussed this request.  This was denied in April of 1997 due to objections from residents on the street.


The Committee recommends no change at this time.

Newfoundland & Labrador Housing Corporation – Land Finn Avenue


Staff informed the Committee that the two (2) remaining blocks of land on Finn Avenue are in the process of being sold.  Approximately fifteen (15) feet of the west end will not be sold because there is a storm drainage easement required.


The Committee was pleased that this land will be developed, therefore completing this section of Finn Avenue.

Peg Barker, 18A Hicks Place


Ms. Barker has a drainage problem at the rear of her property since the development of Finn Avenue apartments.


The Committee recommends that staff investigate the problem and take corrective measures.

Motion

       Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

 
Councillor King questioned the clean-up of salvage dealers and the Director of Engineering and Works advised that was the purpose of reviewing the salvage dealers guidelines to establish Town regulations.


The following report was also presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.


Environment Resources Management Association requested a meeting with the Public Works and Planning Committee to discuss the immediate concerns with respect to the condition of the road and the long-term responsibility for future maintenance.   Environment Resources Management Association continues to maintain its operation without any core funding and has done so for the last twenty-two (22) years.  They will continue to maintain their operation but cannot maintain infrastructure such as the roadway.


Environment Resources Management Association’s present operation contributes $150,000.00 in HST and provides 40-50 job annually.  Their proposed long-term solution to the road issue is a partnership of all concerned user groups and levels of Government.


It was agreed that Council would arrange a meeting with the Environment Resources Management Association, Department of Business, Department of Tourism, Department of Transportation and Works, Department of Mines and Energy and Council representatives.   This is necessary to determine responsibility for road maintenance and control.  Also to determine possible funding sources for future maintenance.


Environment Resources Management Association stated that they have worked with Council as partners on Sanger Memorial RV Park.  There is approximately $8,000.00 in operating profit that they would be willing to use to assist with the immediate repairs.  Approximate cost for immediate repairs is $22,000.00.  Environment Resources Management Association is request that the Town fund the shortfall.


The Committee agreed to discuss with Council at the next opportunity to determine possible resolution to the immediate problem.

Motion

      Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Courtney commented that Abitibi Consolidated should also be included in the road maintenance discussions.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan replied it this is the intent to have them invited also.


 Councillor Finn inquired as to why the Committee of the Whole was not informed of this meeting and Mayor Barnes replied that the urgency of the issue dictated the time and apologized to the remainder of Council.  

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Disposal of Equipment


The Committee reviewed the recommendation of the Fire Commissioner’s Office for disposal of the excess fire truck.  


The Committee recommends that the truck be donated to the Steady Brook-Little Rapids Fire Department as per the Fire Commissioner’s Office.

Hazardous Materials


The Fire Chief advised the Committee that training will take place July – September.  Plans are to train approximately eight (8) members as per our Hazmat Agreement.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour as of week 16.  Total labour is within budget.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed taxation collections as of April 30th, 2007.  Total receivables have increased by $179,656.37 (5.73%).  This increase is attributed to the increase in taxation as a result of the property reassessments.  Poll Tax revenue is on par with last year.

Reduction in Water Rates


The Committee received a request for reduction in water 

rates.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied as per policy.

Central Newfoundland Hospital Auxiliary


The Committee received a request from the Central Newfoundland Hospital Auxiliary for sponsorship in their upcoming Conference.  


The Committee recommends that $700.00 be approved for sponsorship of a nutrition break.

Mandatory Retirement


The Director of Finance and HR advised the Committee that mandatory retirement as per the Newfoundland and Labrador Human Rights Code will no longer be permitted as of May 26th, 2007.  


The Committee recommends that Council’s policy AP14 on mandatory retirement be rescinded.

Salmon Festival Campground


The Director of Finance presented to the Committee the cost of the Salmon Festival Campground Grant.  Total project cost is $43,173. 


The Committee recommends the approval of the Town’s share of $13,173 for this project.

Compost Bins


This item has been dealt with at a previous meeting.

Corporate Challenge Golf Tournament


The Committee reviewed correspondence from the South & Central Health Foundation in their Corporate Challenge Golf Tournament.


The Committee recommends the Town sponsor a team at a cost of $800.00.

Wheeler’s Avenue


The Committee reviewed a request to consider forgiving taxes for land to be acquired by the 50+ Club on Wheeler’s Avenue.


The Committee supports this and recommends the Director of Finance discuss this with the 50+ Club.

Annual Report


Deputy Mayor Sullivan inquired about an Annual General Corporate Report.  The Director of Finance advised the Committee that this report is a key procedure in corporate reporting and any organization’s communication policy.  It also ties the concepts of strategic planning, performance measures and corporate accountability in a manner which most suitably meets the users (citizens) needs in evaluating Council’s performance and future direction.  


The Committee recommends that this be discussed at the next Committee of the Whole.

Mileage Rate


The Committee recommends that the mileage rate as per our Council’s Travel Policy be set at $0.35 per kilometer.

PSAB Seminar


The Director of Finance advised that a Public Service Accounting Board Seminar was held in St. John’s on May 17th, 2007.  This was attended by himself and the Town’s Information Systems Manager\Accountant.  The topic presented was new reporting requirements for financial statement presentation.  These requirements are effective 2009.  The general objective of the new procedures is better reporting for use in capital decision making and infrastructure management.  


The Committee recommends that the Director of Finance begin preparations for implementing the new standards.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Finn questioned the recent donation of the used Fire Department equipment to other communities and was advised that this is normal practice.

Salmon Festival 


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Salmon Festival 2007


The Committee reviewed the line-up of events for this years Salmon Festival.


The Committee recommends that the staff continue with the planning of the event.

Campgrounds


The Committee discussed controls for admission to the 

campground.


The Committee recommends that this be further discussed at the next meeting.

Green Machine Oldtimers


The Committee received correspondence from the green Machine Oldtimers requesting a meeting to discuss Newfie Night.


The Committee recommends that the Director of Parks and Recreation schedule this meeting.

Canadian Cancer Society


The Committee received a request from the Canadian Cancer Society for permission to dispense sunscreen at the Salmon Festival Concert. 


The Committee recommends that this be approved.

Festival Concert


The Committee reviewed the budget for this year’s concert and recommends that it be approved.  The Committee also recommends that the details on this year’s concert will be released on June 4th, 2007.  Tickets to be on sale as of June 9th, 2007.

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Finn asked about the mandate for local acts at the Exploits Valley Salmon Festival and Councillor Courtney replied that local talent has always been a vital component and will continue to be so.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.


It was moved by Josephine Budgell, seconded Pleman Brown to accept the Minutes from March 12th, 2007.  The motion carried.

Business Arising


The refrigerator magnets outlining Watering Regulations were not received in Botwood and Peterview.  The Town Manager investigated the matter.  He received the same answer as the Operations Manager that Transcontinental stated that the magnets were delivered.  The Exploits Regional Services Board will have magnets made for Botwood and Peterview, but exclude Transcontinental from bidding.  Transcontinental’s Head Office will be written regarding this matter.


There was some miscommunications between Public Works and the Water Treatment plant regarding flushing and the elevated tank on Brown Avenue in Grand Falls-Windsor.  Flushing had to be postponed until the tank is back on-line.  The Operations Manager will notify the municipalities on the flushing schedule as soon as possible.

Disbursement Report


It was moved by Janice Eisenhauer, seconded Harold Edison that the disbursement report totaling $88,263.98 be accepted.  The motion carried.

Operations Report


The Board reviewed the Operations Report as presented.  Highlights of the report are as follows:-


All water reports presented showed water produced met Drinking Water Guidelines.


The Operations Manager will have an update on the new Clarion A410P’s performance for the next meeting.


The Department of Environment has written the Exploits Regional Services board about the condition of the New Bay Road landfill site.  The Town Manager and Operations Manager explained that clean-up on the site was being done prior to the letter from Environment and because of special conditions applied to only the Exploits Regional Services Board site by Environment, that clean-up would take longer than at other sites.  Most of the clean-up should be completed by the end of the month.


The topic of Industrial, Commercial and Institutional (IC&I) corrugated cardboard was discussed.  IC&I sector with the Exploits Regional Services Board has been notified by the Operations Manager through direct mailout and the ban will go ahead on June 1st.


The Provincial Government has announced it Solid Waster Management Strategy which will have the Central Newfoundland Region haul garbage to one site at Norris Arm by 2011.

New Business


Janice Eisenhauer put forward a Notice of Motion for a resolution from the Exploits Regional Services Board to the Municipalities Newfoundland & Labrador to “Conserve Water”.  Exact wording for the motion will be presented at the next Exploits Regional Services Board meeting.


The ACWWA holds a “Project of the Year” and Operator of the Year” for the Province of Newfoundland and Labrador.  It was recommended that the Operations Manager be nominated for “Operator of the Year” and the connection of Botwood and Peterview to the Exploits Regional Services Board water system be nominated for “Project of the Year”.  The details will be presented at the next Exploits Regional Services Board meeting.


Newfoundland Power are bringing scrapped penstocks and soil from the Rattling Brook Power Plant to the Exploits Regional Services Board landfill at a cost of $25\cu. m for approximately 3,000 cu. m.


The next meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, June 25th, 2007 at Grand Falls-Windsor.

Adjournment


It was moved by Josephine Budgell, seconded Harold Edison that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Eisenhauer suggested that a Resolution should be presented to the Municipalities Newfoundland & Labrador Convention on water conservation.


Councillor Courtney advised that this would have to come from a member Town because the Exploits Regional Services Board is not a Municipalities Newfoundland & Labrador member.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor Courtney welcomed Roger Barnett back covering the Council Meetings.


Councillor Courtney advised of the flea market to take place on Saturday, June 9th and also noted that he had attended the Newfoundland and Labrador Parks and Recreation Conference where lack of youth activity was discussed at great length. 


Councillor Finn suggested that more public awareness should be made on the Municipal Enforcement Officers activity.


Councillor Finn also advised of the aquaculture procurement session to take place in Grand Falls-Windsor on May 30th, 2007.


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the entries for Municipal Awareness Week and noted it was a very successful event.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan relayed appreciation from the Canadian Cancer Society for the Relay for Life.  It was noted that $60,000.00 was raised.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan also noted the Town had received a letter advising that local Cadets in the community would be taking part in the 

Cadets Caring for Canada Program.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan presented the following results of the tender for the Harris Avenue Upgrading, Project No. 2207-G1.


Tenders for the above named project were opened at the Department of Municipal Affairs on Tuesday, May 22nd, 2007.  There were seven (7) bidders on the project and Cougar Engineering and Construction had the low bid of $290,240.58.  Our estimate for this project was $301,338.18.


We are recommending that this contract be awarded to Cougar Engineering and Construction.

Motion

     Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Tender for Harris Avenue Upgrading be awarded to Cougar Engineering and Construction in the amount of $$290,240.58.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Mayor Barnes congratulated the youth participating in the World Youth Day activities.

Motion

     Courtney\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, June 19th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

Rex Barnes





B. Griffin

Mayor





Town Manager (Acting)

