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MEETING #312

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH, 2006

PRESENT: 
Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly,





     Darren Finn, Barry Oake



Staff:                 M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





      J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





      D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





      B. Griffin, Director of Finance





      G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:  Councillor:
      Robert King


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #311 of Tuesday, October 24th, 2006.

Motion

      Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #311 of Tuesday, October 24th, 2006 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of

6-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


Councillor Finn requested that the Mayor write a letter to the Nova Central School District regarding the deplorable condition of the road at Woodland Primary.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly presented the disbursement report in the amount of $538,614.18.

Motion

     Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $538,614.18 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

CORRESPONDENCE


A letter was acknowledged from the Chief Executive Officer of Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation and it was agreed Council would meet with Newfoundland and Labrador Housing Corporation after Christmas.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

EXCITE Corporation


It was agreed that the EXCITE mandate will remain as solely IT, and manufacturing and health care will be assigned to the Economic Development and Tourism Committee of Council.


It was agreed that there will be two (2) members at-large, with two (2) year terms ending on alternate years.


It was agreed that the Policy and Procedure Manual will be approved as per the attached amended document.

Municipal Works Foremen


It was agreed that the complement of Municipal Works Foremen will be increased to three (3) full-time positions.

Motion

      Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

2006-07 Stadiums Tournaments and Special Events


The Director presented the confirmed 2006\07 Stadiums Tournaments and Special Events Schedule.  This list and the list of various League Hockey Games and the full Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Ice Rentals Schedule have been sent to all user groups and have been placed in the Town Crier and on the Town’s website.

2006\07 First Time Skaters Free Registration Program


The Director noted that the 2006\07 First Time Skaters Free Registration Program was well received by the Exploits Valley Minor Hockey Association and the Sparkling Blades Figure Skating Club.  Representatives from both groups will be asked to attend a future Council Meeting for the presentation of the 2005\06 Free Registration Program cheques.

2010 Newfoundland & Labrador Winter Games Request Update


The Director informed the Committee that the Town’s application had been submitted to host the 2010 Newfoundland & Labrador Winter Games.


The Committee recommends that the Mayor contact our area MHA’s for their continued support of the bids.

Correspondence – Exploits Search & Rescue Team


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Exploits Search & Rescue Team requesting a donation of 100 chairs and 12 tables.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

Andrews Crescent Open Space Area


The Committee discussed a memorandum from the Director of Engineering and correspondence from a resident of Andrews Crescent.


The Committee recommends that the staff investigate the open space area and report back to the Committee for further discussion.

Centennial Project


The Committee reviewed a memorandum from the Town Manager\Clerk with respect to having a gazebo constructed at Church Road Park.


The Committee recommends that staff proceed with planning of this project and that construction of the gazebo begin in early summer of 2007.

DVD Stadium Request


The Committee discussed a request to install a DVD player and monitor at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium to play new hockey rules instructional videos.


The Committee recommends that other stadiums be contacted to see if they are involved in similar presentations and then the matter be further reviewed.

Rotary Park Update


The Director updated the Committee on the Rotary Park Project.  Work on this project under a Job Creation Partnership Grant began on September 18th and will conclude on December 30th, 2006 and employs four (4) people.  Staff will be meeting with Rotary Club representatives on November 2nd to finalize the schedule of activities to be completed.

2006 Community Enhancement Program Grant


The Director informed the Committee that the Town has received a Provincial Community Enhancement Grant in the amount of $16,056.00 for improvements to the Scott Avenue Ski Trails.  The project will employ five (5) people and began on October 22nd and will conclude on December 30th, 2006.

Estival Circus


The Director informed the Committee that the Estival Circus is now confirmed to perform at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium on June 16th, 2007.  Other special events and activities for the Town are being pursued by the Director.

2006 Red Maple Festival Update


The Committee discussed the 2006 Red Maple Festival Schedule of events and invites the residents to participate in the many activities and events being offered.

Motion

      Courtney\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Town Manager\Clerk explained the gazebo was a legacy project to be paid for by the Centennial Committee.  The Town is now waiting for a financial report from the Chairman which identifies the funds.

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.


The Committee reviewed the Department 2007 goals and objectives and recommended that more information be compiled and that they be reviewed again at the next Committee meeting.


The Committee reviewed the Budget of the Departments and recommended that it be forwarded to the Finance and Administration Committee for consideration.


The Committee reviewed the goals and objectives of the EXCITE Corporation and held a lengthy discussion of the possibility of expanding the Corporation’s mandate.  The Committee recommended that the decision to expand the mandate of the EXCITE Corporation be referred to the Committee of the Whole meeting for further discussion.


The Committee reviewed the Budget of the EXCITE Corporation and recommended that more information was needed and that it would be reviewed at the next Economic Development Budget meeting.


The Committee reviewed the itinerary and budget of the Bell Group visit (attached) to Grand Falls-Windsor and recommended that it be accepted.  The Committee further recommended that a report be compiled for the Committee on the outcome of the visit and that recommendations be made for further action.


The Committee recommended that agenda items including retail development, downtown and waterfront development, farmers market, communications strategy, Washington prospecting visit and Economic Development opportunities in the medical field be deferred to the next regular Committee meeting.


The Committee recommended that an additional Budget meeting be scheduled, in addition, to the regular Economic Development meeting in the next Committee week.   

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Correspondence – Jeff Andrews


Mr. Andrews presented his views on the issues he had circulated to Council.  He expressed concern with the cost to repair the water service line and felt it was Council’s responsibility to repair.  He raised several issues with the reserve road between the properties on Lincoln Road and Family Practice Clinic and water problems relating to the adjacent property.


The Committee discussed the issues and recommends the following:-

1. Responsibility for the water line repairs were determined as per policy

and no compensation is recommended.

2. The actual width\location of the reserve road has never been a problem.

Several years ago Public Works did paint lines in this area to identify an

easement of approximately 12 feet wide to ensure the access was not

blocked by vehicles.  Any space outside the easement is available for

parking.  It is recommended that no change be made.

3. Council has never policed parking in this area.  Police can monitor 

parking and traffic flow direction and report back to the Committee.

4. Council has provided snowclearing on the access road from Lincoln

Road to Memorial Avenue and will continue to do so.  All other 

snowclearing in this area will be the responsibility of business owners.

5. There are several issues with the adjoining property owners that will be

addressed by staff.

Correspondence – Jim Anstey, Main Street West


The Committee discussed correspondence from Mr. Anstey concerning the location of the barrier.


The Committee recommends that the barrier remain at its present location.  Mr. Anstey can purchase the land if he so wishes as per Council Policy.

Correspondence – Exploits Salvage 


The Committee discussed correspondence from Exploits Salvage concerning the construction of a warehouse in Queensway Business Park.


The Committee recommends that a parcel of land adjacent to the Toy Box be made available at the price of $250.00 per frontage foot plus HST, legal and survey fees.  There is a water and sewer easement adjacent to this property which will be included in their survey.  This will not be considered for the overall pricing of the parcel of land due to the amount of fill required on the site.

Correspondence – Perfection Machine Shop Services Inc.


The Committee discussed the request from Mr. Moss to acquire land on Whitmore Street.


The Committee recommends approval of the proposal in principle.  The same arrangement as with the other businesses cannot be maintained because Crown Lands will only sell land to the applicant.  Mr. Moss will be required to make application to the Crown and pricing and conditions for a development timeline will be as per Government Policy.

Correspondence – Garry Hayley


The Committee discussed Mr. Hayley’s request for a reduction in the price for backland.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied and the present policy for backland be maintained and that Mr. Hayley meet with the Director of Finance to consider payment options.

Correspondence – Chad Porter, Request for Raspberry Farm


The Committee discussed the request from Mr. Porter to acquire extra Crown Land behind his existing property on Grenfell Heights for a raspberry farm.  The area is zoned “Rural” and the request is a permitted use.


The Committee recommends that the request be approved.  If the farm does not proceed, then the land would go back to the Crown.

Request for Fence – 60 Lincoln Road


The Committee addressed the previous request for the erection of a fence in front of the building line at #60 Lincoln Road.


The Committee recommends that this be approved based on recent changes to the regulations.  Final details will be addressed by staff.

Correspondence – Tom Pinsent


The Committee discussed the request for an extension to the demolition order pending a decision on the former CN Bus Depot.


The Committee recommends a final extension to November 30th, 2006.  If the building is not reduced at that time, Council will take the necessary action and all costs will be the responsibility of Mr. Pinsent.

Motion

      Sullivan\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


It should be noted that Councillor Oake attended the meeting.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

Collection Report


The Committee reviewed the taxation and collection report as of October 31st, 2006.  Taxation receivables for October 31st, 2006 were $1,374,000 ($1,424,000 – 2005, a decrease of 3.56%).  Poll Tax collections as of October 31st, 2006 were $130,763 ($179,000 – 2005).  It was noted that we are still waiting on a significant payment from the Department of Social Services.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed the labour report as of week 43.  Total labour for this period was $1,568,000.  Budgeted amount was $1,590,000.

Memorandum of Understanding


The Committee reviewed a request from the RCMP to consider a formal arrangement between our Municipal Enforcement Officers and the local RCMP.  The Committee reviewed the current arrangement between the Town of Gander and their Municipal Enforcement Officers.


The Committee recommends that the issue be referred to the Committee of the Whole.

911 System


The Committee reviewed the report on a 911 service as prepared by the Fire Chief.  A number of options for providing this service were reviewed.   The Committee recognizes that a 911 service would be beneficial to the residents of Grand Falls-Windsor.  


The Committee recommends that Council lobby the Provincial Government to establish this service in Central Newfoundland and that the Response Centre be in Grand Falls-Windsor.

Development Costs – CN Property


The Committee reviewed the costs associated with developing the CN property.  


The Committee recommends that staff negotiate the sales of this property.

R4 Development


The Committee reviewed the costs associated with the R4 development at Park Street and Price’s Avenue as prepared by the Director of Engineering and recommends that this be discussed further.

Gas Tax Funding Agreement


The Committee reviewed the proposed Gas Tax Funding Agreement.  This agreement will result in $1.6 million for capital funding over a four-year period.  


The Committee recommends that this agreement be entered into.

Motion

      Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor Courtney requested permission to attend the next Stewardship Association of Municipalities (SAM) meeting in Springdale.  This was agreed.


Councillor Courtney congratulated the Economic Development Officer on a successful flea market.  

Councillor Courtney also advised Council that RCMP Officers are escorting prisoners and this activity in other areas is done by Sheriffs.  Council agreed that a letter would be written to the Justice Minister to request a complement of Sheriffs for Grand Falls-Windsor.


Councillor Finn encouraged Councillors to visit the Moses Pond area to see what work needs to be done to clean up the area.


Councillor Oake requested that Public Works and Planning look at the highway markings on Cromer Avenue allowing access to and from the College of the North Atlantic parking lot at the rear.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested the Salmon Festival investigate celebrating Grand Falls-Windsor Day.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested that the Department of Works, Services and Transportation be asked to change highway signage which refers to Grand Falls.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly also requested that Parks and Recreation come up with a plan to decorate the multi-purpose room and the front of the building.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan reviewed the statistics of the Household Hazardous Waste Day.  She also reviewed the permits issued for 2006 - $14.4 million in new construction permits have been issued, which is $5.0 million more than last year.  Housing starts were 45 compared to 36 last year.

Motion

     Oake\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, December 5th, 2006.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

