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MEETING #313

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5TH, 2006

PRESENT:  Mayor:              Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly,





     Darren Finn, Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #312 of Tuesday, November 14th, 2006.

Motion

      Sullivan\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #312 of Tuesday, November 14th, 2006 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


None

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly presented the disbursement report in the amount of $260,494.12.

Motion

     Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $260,494.12 would be adopted as presented.   This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

CORRESPONDENCE


Council received correspondence from the Gander International Airport Authority Inc. requesting a letter be written in support of attracting Air Canada to providing air services to Gander.  This was agreed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

2007 Parks and Recreation Department Proposed Budget Review


The Committee discussed the 2007 Parks and Recreation Department proposed Budget in detail.


The Committee recommends that the presented Budget be approved and forwarded to the Finance and Administration Committee for Budget deliberations.

Motion

      Courtney\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Proposal for Sale of Former CN Bus Depot


There was only one (1) proposal submitted.  The Committee recommends that staff meet with this individual and discuss his offer and proposed development including land requirements.

Request for Back Land, #51 Thomas Street


The Committee discussed the request for back land at #51 Thomas Street.  The applicant is willing to install storm sewer pipe in the existing ditch at his expense.


The Committee recommends that this land be sold as per Council policy and an easement be maintained on this property for access to maintain the drainage ditch.

Correspondence – Crosswalk on Harris Avenue


The Committee discussed correspondence concerning safety issues at the crosswalk on Harris Avenue at Cater Avenue.  Problems are occurring when traffic stops for pedestrians and other vehicles do not pay attention and pass on the paved section to the right.


The Committee recommends that staff review areas where consideration be given to pedestrian activated overhead lights and associated unit cost.  The Committee also recommends that the section of asphalt that widens Harris Avenue at Cater Avenue be removed to minimize the safety issue for pedestrians.

Town Plan and Regulations


There have been requests for copies of the Town Plan and Regulations.  These documents are now on our web site.


The Committee recommends that any person requesting copies, be directed to our web site and download the necessary information.  If copies are required from our office then appropriate charges will apply.

Former GFA Elementary School


The demolition order for the rear section of the former GFA building has expired and no work has been completed.


The Committee recommends that the order be followed and all costs associated with the demolition be charged to the property owner.

2 Coronation Street – Fence Damage


The Committee discussed damage to the fence at #2 Coronation Street during snowclearing operations.


The Committee recommends that staff compensate for the repairs.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

EXCITE Goals and Objectives


The Business Development Officer gave an overview on three (3) main objectives for 2007:-

· Information Technology

· Manufacturing

· Health Care Services

It was decided that the EXCITE Corporation will continue to 

concentrate on Information Technology while the Town of  Grand Falls-Windsor will oversee the work done in Manufacturing and Health Care Services through its Economic Development Department.


It was also decided to combine the objectives of the Economic Development Officer and the Business Development Officer into one document for budgetary purposes.

Economic Development Department Goals and Objectives


The Town Manager\Clerk will forward the combined list of goals and objectives for the Economic Development Department to the Committee for input for the next Committee meeting.

Downtown\Waterfront Development Plans


The Economic Development Officer will formulate a Terms of Reference in conjunction with the Engineering Department and the Town Manager\Clerk addressing such things as:-

· several phases of the project

· an application to funding partners to conduct research on the initiative

· investigate similar projects in other communities

Farmers Market


This initiative will be combined with the consultants work on the Downtown\Waterfront Development Plan.

Heritage Log Cabin Project


The Committee will meet with the Grand Falls-Windsor Heritage Society to get an up-date on the status of the project.

Medical Transcription


The Business Development Officer has had discussions with the President of X-Wave and Cambridge Solutions on opportunities with this initiative.  Cambridge Solutions have already advertised in the local paper for personnel.  The Business Development Officer will be meeting with the President of X-Wave in January here in Grand Falls-Windsor on opportunities for this area.

Motion

      Finn\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The following Motion was also presented by Councillor Finn:-

Motion

     Finn\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor sign an “Agreement of Purchase and Sale” with J. D. Irving Limited for approximately ten (10) acres of the Duggan Street property.  The purpose of the sale is to construct a “Kent” home and building supply business in Grand Falls-Windsor.  The deal will close early in the new year and details such as construction schedules will be released by the company some time after that.

This motion carried by a vote 7-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed the labour report as of week 45.  Labour was within budget.

Sheriffing


The Committee reviewed a request from Council to review the current sheriffing duties in Grand Falls-Windsor.


The Committee recommends that a comparison of other communities be carried out.  The Committee also recommends that a letter be written to the Department of justice outlining our concerns.

Insurance Claim


The Committee reviewed a request for vehicle compensation.  The Committee noted that our policy does not cover such damages and denies this request.

Pre-Budget Consultation


The Committee reviewed the presentation for the Provincial Pre-Budget Consultation scheduled for Friday, November 24th, 2006.  


The Committee recommends that the Committee Chairperson present this at that date.

AND Company Inc.


The Committee reviewed a request from the AND Company Inc. to maintain funding for the proposed Arts Symposium.  It was noted that this event did not occur as scheduled. 


The Committee recommends that funding not be maintained for this event.  Any future request will be considered upon application.

Public Works Request


The Committee received a request from Public Works requesting the purchase of a 1989 tandem axle garbage truck.  


The Committee recommends that this be approved in the amount of $9,500.00.

Funding Request


The Committee received a request from the E & H Tenant Association for funding for social programs.


The Committee recommends that $75.00 be approved.

Budget – 2007


The Committee reviewed financial Budget details as follows:-

· Historical Cost Schedules

· Assessment Values and Revenues

· Departmental Budgets

· Capital Planning Forecast

· Five-Year Financial Forecast

The Committee recommends that the proposed Budget and all related

Documentation be discussed at the Committee of the Whole meeting for finalization and approval.

Motion

     Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The Mayor noted that the donation to the E & H Tenant Association was $100.00 not $75.00.  This was agreed.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Adoption of Minutes


It was moved by Nancy Stewart, seconded Pleman Brown to accept the Minutes from September 11th, 2006.  The motion carried.

Business Arising


The refrigerator magnets outlining Watering Regulations were not received in Botwood and Peterview.  The Operations Manager checked with Transcontinental into the delivery.  They stated that according to their records, they were delivered.  The Operation Manager is to write Transcontinental explaining the situation and have them deliver the magnets.


The cardboard recycling issue was addressed.  It was agreed that there should be a zero tolerance on IC & I generated corrugated cardboard at the landfill and the Exploits Regional Services Board will consult with the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce to set up an implementation plan.


The tender for removal of scrapped metals at the landfill was reviewed.  Botwood and Grand Falls-Windsor Councils recommend that the proposal by Trans Island Towing was the best.  Bishop’s Falls has not had a chance to review.  The Exploits regional Services Board has agreed to award the tender to Trans Island Towing subject to ratification by Bishop’s Falls Council.

Disbursement Report


It was moved by Nancy Stewart, seconded by Darren Finn that the disbursement report totaling $41,732.34 be accepted.  The motion carried.

Operations Report


The Board reviewed the operations report as presented.  Highlights of the report are as follows:-


All water reports presented showed water produced met Drinking Water Guidelines.


The Operations Manager stated that the chlorination system is producing higher than normal chlorine residuals for Grand Falls-Windsor and lower than normal for Botwood.  This is due to the fact that the only chlorination for disinfection and distribution residuals are done at the Water Treatment Plant.  Also, the high residuals from last week were due to the fact that the sample pump that brings test water to the analyzer broke down and chlorine was regulated manually.  It is a practice to increase chlorine residuals when there may be a problem.  A protocol is to be put in place for operators to notify all municipalities when there may be problems.


The 2007 Budget for the Exploits Regional Services Board was presented and reviewed.  It was moved by Darren Finn, seconded Pleman Brown that the 2007 Budget be accepted.  The motion carried.


The Department of Environment’s requirement to have an engineering consultant provide a site drainage design is being met.  The Exploits Regional Services Board has hired Exploits Engineering to provide the design.

New Business


Grand Falls-Windsor has replaced Bob King with Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly as their representative and Botwood has replaced Claude Newhook with Harold Edison as their representative to the Exploits Regional Services Board.


The investigation to shared garbage collection services was discussed.  It was noted that since the curbside recycling is not going ahead, that there has been no further investigation.  It was agreed that this will be looked at in the future.


The next meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, January 8th, 2007 at Bishop’s Falls.

Adjournment


It was moved by Nancy Stewart, seconded Monnie Burt that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUDGET – 2007


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly, Chairman of the Finance and Administration Committee presented the 2007 Budget for approval.

Motion 

     Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the 2007 Budget for the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-1 with Councillor Finn voting “Nay”.


Councillor Finn expressed concerns that assessments have increased and the mil rate remains the same, so he would not be supporting the Budget.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly and Deputy Mayor Sullivan spoke in favour of the Budget outlining the fact that our Town has one of the lowest tax rates and levels of taxation.

OTHER BUSINESS


The Mayor and Council wished all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Motion

      Oake\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, January 23rd, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

