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MEETING #323

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, JULY 10TH, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:             Rex Barnes


          Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:     Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn,





    Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:

    M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





    J. Saunders, Director of Engineering 





    D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





    B. Griffin, Director of Finance

ABSENT:   Staff:                G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #322 of Tuesday, June 19th, 2007.

Motion

      Oake\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #322 of Tuesday, June 19th, 2007 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Eisenhauer challenged other Councillors to begin composting and wishes that this be recorded.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Mayor advised that he had talked to the Chief Executive Officer of the School Board and emailed her advising her of the problems with traffic at Woodland Primary.  A formal letter will be written to the School Board.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $300,456.48.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $300,456.48 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Director of Engineering explained that the bills for used vehicles were not tendered purchases.  The Purchasing Officer researches what vehicles are available and makes contact with all used car sellers in Town.

CORRESPONDENCE


It was agreed to proclaim July 15th to 22nd  as “Drowning Prevention Week”.  It was also agreed that the Town would order the Water Smart Tool Kit.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Beothuk Village


Mr. Don Pelley spoke to the Committee about revitalizing Beothuk Village.  There was discussion on the history of the facility and ways to make repairs to it.  (Mr. Pelley excused himself at 5:20 P.M.)


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer facilitate a meeting with stakeholders to investigate the potential to repair the Beothuk Village.

Business Awards Update


The Economic Development Officer reported on the status of an application for funding for this years Town of Grand Falls-Windsor Business Awards.  He will wait for a response from the funding agency and report back to the Committee.  In the event that funding is denied, a meeting involving all sponsors will be organized to discuss the Awards scheduled for Thursday, October 18th as part of Small Business Week.

Breakfast Meetings


The Economic Development Officer met two local community leaders on Thursday, June 21st.  He reviewed the status of several topics including retail expansion, post-secondary education, conventions and the Riverfront Development project.  He received very positive feedback from those in attendance.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer continue these breakfast meetings as a means of communicating the efforts and status of Economic Development projects and to gather feedback from community leaders.

Marketing Materials


The Economic Development Officer reviewed the progress of several marketing materials.  The Business Partnerships magazine, town maps, Town Crier and the Salmon Festival brochure have all gone to print and should be available for distribution shortly.

Senior’s Advertising Proposals


The Economic Development Officer presented several advertising options to entice ex-patriot Newfoundlanders to consider Grand Falls-Windsor when they approach retirement.  The Town has already seen several former Newfoundlanders retire here after spending many years working away and the Department is attempting to identify the areas and medias best suited to bring these young retirees to Grand Falls-Windsor.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer develop a strategy\message that can be reviewed in the coming months that would best promote Grand Falls-Windsor as a viable option for young retirees.

Post-Secondary Committee Meeting with Minister of Education


The Economic Development Officer reported that a meeting scheduled for June 25th with Minister Joan Burke and the Post- Secondary Committee has been postponed until early September due to scheduling conflicts.  The Committee wants to meet with the Minister to identify what the Province’s plans for Post-Secondary Education are in Central Newfoundland.

Cataracts Marketing Position – JCP Service Canada


The Economic Development Officer asked for direction from the Committee as to the commitment of Council for applying for a second JCP (Job Creation Partnership) Grant from Service Canada to assist the Cataracts Hockey Club in marketing for the 2007\08 season.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer meet with the Cataracts Hockey Club to determine their expectations of a new grant and then apply to Service Canada.

Other Business


The Committee recommends that the next Giant Flea Market be held on Saturday, August 18th to coincide with the Rogers Centennial Cup Road Race scheduled for the next day.  The Parks and Recreation Department will facilitate both activities.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Oake, Councillor Finn informed Council that the stakeholders who will be meeting to discuss the Beothuk Village are Environment Resource Management Association, Exploits Valley Tourism Association, MHA Ray Hunter and the Grand Falls-Windsor Heritage Association.  


Councillor Oake requested Council to investigate whether grants were applied for and if they were not approved to write a letter expressing support for local projects. 

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Thomas Street Drainage Ditch


Letters were sent to twenty-five (25) residents of Thomas Street regarding the ditch at the rear of their properties.  All but nine (9) responded.


The Committee recommends before any decision is made another notice be sent to the nine (9) residents asking for their response within a two-week period.

Turn Around – Whitmore Street


The Committee discussed the idea of constructing turn arounds on Whitmore Street as a measure to reduce truck traffic on Second Avenue.

The Committee feels this would not have a significant impact and recommends the road remain as is and the Town Police would monitor and enforce regulations respecting truck traffic in this area. 

Clean-up Program


The Committee was pleased with the results of the clean-up program for 2007.  Actual rental costs for trucks were approximately $10,000.00 below budget.


The Committee recommends that the drop off program at the Depot be extended to the last Saturday of each month until the end of November.  This will provide residents with an alternative to driving to New Bay Road landfill facility.  This will be for yard waste, construction waste, etc… and not household garbage.

Salvage Dealer’s License


The existing Act has been repealed and the Committee is recommending the Town draft more detailed regulations to cover this issue.

Correspondence – Tom Tremblett


The Committee discussed a request from Mr. Tremblett to purchase land adjacent to his existing business on Lincoln Road to erect an 18,000 gallon propane storage tank.  This is required to service the local residential and commercial customers.


The Committee recommends the land be sold as per policy.

Correspondence – Magda Szymanska, 43 Beaumont Avenue


Ms. Szymanska’s land on Beaumont Avenue has a common rear boundary with Mr. Les Wicks at 47 Carmelite Road.  Council has approved the land be sold to Mr. Wicks at a meeting last fall but the transaction did not occur due to land pricing issues with Abitibi.  Presently, there is a dispute over land being sold to Mr. Wicks and what was being maintained by Ms. Szymanska.


The Committee recommends that staff discuss this issue with both individuals to reach an acceptable arrangement.  Land will be sold as per policy.

Abitibi Land Sale Agreement


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Abitibi and whether the Town consider changing its policy with respect to land sales.


The Committee recommends that staff review the policy and develop a fee structure in relation to the new rates being charged by Abitibi.

Discretionary Use – Exit Realty, 15 Thomas Street


The Committee reviewed the request from Exit Realty to operate a home based business at 15 Thomas Street.  There were objections and they were considered.


The Committee recommends the request be approved.

Request for Extra Land – 30 Harmsworth Drive


The Committee reviewed the request for extra back land at 30 Harmsworth Drive and recommends it be approved, but the applicant must purchase the full lot width by the required depth.  The sale price will be as per existing policy.

Correspondence – Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Power


The Committee discussed this correspondence and suggests staff meet with the individual and explain the issues being raised by the neighbours.

Variance – 45 Harmsworth Drive


The Committee reviewed the request for a variance at 45 Harmsworth Drive and recommends it be approved.

Correspondence – Herbert Card, Department of Environment & Conversation


Mr. Card referenced the Town’s commitment to expand our sewage treatment facility to three (3) cells as was in the original design concept.


The Committee recommends that this be reviewed as part of our Multi-Year Capital Program.  Staff will also investigate accessing funds from the Green Municipal Fund to conduct a study on what is actually necessary to complete this project.

Parking Requirements – 42 Hardy Avenue


The Committee reviewed the drawing from Bluebird Investments identifying parking at the rear as gravel.


The Committee recommends this be approved provided all space at the front and sides owned by Bluebird is landscaped and paved.

Request for Home Based Business – 299 Grenfell Heights


The Committee discussed the request from Mr. Fudge to operate a chroming business from an accessory building at 299 Grenfell Heights.  This is a temporary operation for one year at which time it will be relocated to a commercial area.


The Committee recommends this be approved for a one-year period.  All activity must be completed inside and no outside storage will be permitted.

Property – 54 Sutherland Drive


The Committee discussed the condition of this property and request staff issue the appropriate Order to have the property cleaned up.

Correspondence – Kristie Boone, 65 Grenfell Heights


The Committee discussed the correspondence and recommends staff meet with Ms. Boone and determine what is required to resolve the outstanding issues.

Correspondence – Nancy Healey, 9 Caribou Road


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Ms. Healey requesting the curb be removed to expand her driveway at the Town’s expense.


The Committee recommends that present policy of $25.00 per foot be followed.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as amended.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Director of Engineering informed Council that constructing the turn-a-rounds on Whitmore Street would only move the problem elsewhere.  


Councillor Eisenhauer also stated the land at 43 Beaumont Avenue had already been decided upon by Council and the original decision should stay in place.  She also disagreed with the recommendation to approve a business on Grenfell Heights when Council has turned down others.


Councillor Courtney also has reservations regarding the business on Grenfell Heights.  There was general discussion on the sale of back land at 43 Beaumont Avenue by all Councillors.

Amendment

       Oake\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the land at 43 Beaumont Avenue be sold as per the decision of August 30th, 2006.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-1 with Councillor Finn voting nay.

Amendment

       Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that the request for a home based business at 299 Grenfell Heights be removed.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The following discretionary use notice was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Discretionary Use Notice – 17 Finn Avenue


Notice is hereby given that the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor has received a home based business application from Mrs. Roxanne Andrews for a Day Care Service at 17 Finn Avenue.  This type of development is considered a “Discretionary Use” for this use zone.


A notice was mailed to adjacent property owners and advertised in the local newspaper.  The Engineering Department did not receive any objections.

Motion

      Sullivan\Finn


Be it resolved that the discretionary use for 17 Finn Avenue would be approved as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Councillor Oake.

Garage Proposal – 4 Coronation Street


It was agreed that the proposal from the owner of a garage on 4 Coronation Street to reduce the size of the garage which was built contrary to Council regulations was accepted.  The proposal is to reduce the garage in October of 2007 and is attached.

2007 Paving Program


The Director of Engineering reviewed the proposed paving program for 2007.  The paving program was approved with the exception of the arterial road which will receive Class “A” but not paving.  As well, the $17,000.00 in emergency funding for the road to the Salmon Ladder.

2007 Union Contract


The Town Manager\Clerk updated Council on the ongoing union negotiations.  Conciliation will resume on Wednesday, July 4th, 2007.

2007 Salmon Festival Update


The Director of Finance updated Council on the Salmon Festival.  Planning is proceeding and promotion is being maximized.  It was agreed there would be a focus on cost control.

Adams Development – Finn Avenue


The Director of Engineering presented a plan of the development at Finn Avenue for twenty-four (24) units of affordable housing for seniors.  The land to be developed is zoned R4 which permits this type of development.  Council agreed with the plan as presented.

Flea Market


The Economic Development Officer expressed concern regarding the scheduling of the flea market on August 18th in conjunction with the Rogers

Centennial Cup Road Race.  It was agreed to have the flea market on Saturday, September 8th, 2007.

Figure Skating Ice Bill


It was agreed that the Figure Skating Club would have to pay the outstanding ice bill of $4,100.00 prior to October 1st and the $2,700.00 deposit on the early ice time rental.  If this outstanding bill is not paid in full by October 1st then ice time will not be available to the Club in the fall.

Municipalities Newfoundland and Labrador


It was agreed that Councillor Barry Oake and Councillor Jim Courtney will be the voting delegates at the Municipalities Newfoundland and Labrador Convention in the fall.  Mayor Barnes will be the alternate.

Motion

      Oake\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Motion

     King\Finn


Be it resolved that the Exploits Regional Services Board Minutes would be read into the regular Council Meeting.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Adoption of Minutes


It was moved by Darren Finn, seconded Josephine Budgell to accept the Minutes from May 14th, 2007.  The motion carried.

Business Arising


There has been one tipping fee issued due to the cardboard ban at the landfill.  However, the major commercial haulers have been complying.


The Operations Manager will forward to Jerry Dean, the Botwood\Peterview connection to the Exploits Regional Services Board water system for submittal for Project of the Year to the ACWWA.


The Town of Grand Falls-Windsor had to delay their water line flushing until the fall because of the delays due to the repairs needed to their elevated tank.

Disbursement Report


It was moved by Josephine Budgell, seconded Jody Fancey that the disbursement report be accepted.  The motion carried.

Operations Report


The Board reviewed the Operations Report as presented.  Highlights of the report are as follows:-


All water reports presented showed water produced met Drinking Water guidelines.


The Operations Manager updated on the new Clarion A410P’s performance for the next meeting.  The chemical costs for the year is estimated to be reduced by approximately $48,000.00 and the use of this product has reduced turbidities by approximately forty- seven percent (47%) and aluminum by sixty percent (60%).  The maximum allowable dosage of Clarion is 168 mg\l where the Water Treatment plant is using only 9 mg\l.


Chlorine usage has increased significantly because of the higher dosages required for Botwood and Peterview.  The Town Manager\Clerk of Grand Falls-Windsor and Operation Manager will have a meeting with the Department of Environment and Government Services Water inspectors to discuss appropriate dosage of chlorine for the distribution system.


The refrigerator magnets for Botwood and Peterview have been 

ordered.


It was noted that the Department of Environment Landfill Inspector has returned any calls or emails regarding the status of the landfill permit.  The Operations Manager will continue to attempt to contact the Inspector.

Correspondence


The waste disposal site inspection form completed on May 22nd was presented with satisfactory remarks.

New Business


The next meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, September 10th, 2007 at Bishop’s Falls.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Collective Agreement

Motion

      Eisenhaur\Oake


Be it resolved that the Collective Agreement as circulated would be adopted by Council.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Oake congratulated the Negotiating Committees for reaching a successful Agreement.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor King requested that the residence partially demolished on Main Street, be demolished, if the building is not refurbished as per the original intent.


Councillor Finn expressed concern that the former GFA Elementary is accessible and presents a hazard to youth who are frequenting the building.


Councillor Oake requested everyone get their tickets for all Salmon Festival events.


Councillor Eisenhauer informed council that Minister Shawn Skinner was in Town last week and announced $50.000.00 for the Y2C in annual funding.


Councillor Eisenhauer also challenged Councillors to use cloth shopping bags in the future.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan reviewed the construction statistics for June 30th, 2007.  We have thirty-seven (37) housing starts and all areas of construction are far above last year.


Mayor Barnes requested that garbage cans be installed on Main Street where cars are parked at night and garbage accumulates. 

Motion

      Sullivan\Finn


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, July 31st, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

