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 MEETING #324

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

4:30 P.M., MONDAY, AUGUST 20TH, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn,





     Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Staff:                 D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 4:30 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #323 of Tuesday, July 10th, 2007.

Motion

      Oake\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #323 of Tuesday, July 31st, 2007 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Director of Engineering advised Council that the nine (9) residents on Thomas Street were written about the ditch and only one (1) of them replied.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, Council was informed that a letter was not sent yet to the School board but will be for the next meeting.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $877,549.73.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $877,549.73 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

CORRESPONDENCE

Motion

     Oake\Courtney


Be it resolved that former Councillor Sterling Thomas be recommended to the Municipalities Newfoundland & Labrador Board of Directors for a “Honourary Membership” in that Association.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Commercial Properties

Permit Fee Structure – In 2006 the permit fee structure was changed based on square footage and not on construction value as in the past.  Staff’s experience since this change, due to the many uses for commercial buildings, is that development costs changed drastically therefore resulting in a large increase in permit fees.  The intent of the change originally was not to increase or decrease fees.


The Committee recommends the commercial fee structure be based on construction value and the rates be as per the fees set in July 2004.

Paved Parking – Staff corresponded with numerous businesses that have gravel-parking areas.  There was little actions or response.  Staff will follow up on these businesses.

On Site Storage – Numerous businesses in the Commercial General zone have storage units on their premises that do not conform to regulation.


The Committee recommends that this issue be addressed by staff and storage units conform to regulation or be removed from site.

Discretionary Use – Cory Fudge, V-Twin Chrome – 299 Grenfell Heights


The Committee reviewed this request for a chroming business in an accessory building at 299 Grenfell Heights.  There were several objections to the proposal.  Council also has rejected similar operations in residential areas in the past.


The Committee recommends that the request to operate the business at 299 Grenfell Heights for a one-year temporary basis be denied.

Correspondence – Minister John Hickey


The Committee reviewed the correspondence from Minister Hickey and agrees to accept the offer.


The Committee recommends that no moneys be spent until such time as we receive a response from the minister on a cost sharing agreement for the road construction.

Former CN Bus Depot, Main Street


The individual who made the offer to purchase the property is working with a consultant and it is expected to have more information shortly.

Cross Walk Location\Lighting


The Committee reviewed the comments from the Municipal Police on the safety concerns with cross walks.  Staff will continue to monitor cross walks to ensure they are well lit and appropriate paint markings are in place.

Cross walks on four-lane streets are a concern.  The intersection of Harris Avenue and Hardy Avenue will have traffic lights installed in 2007 and there will be pedestrian controlled lights installed at that time.


The Committee recommends staff continue to monitor these areas but also encourage both pedestrians and motorists to be extra cautious around cross walks.

Cromer Avenue Traffic – Near Tim Horton’s


The Committee discussed the problem being experience in the area of Tim Horton’s due to traffic volume.  The long-term plan for Cromer Avenue was to have a fifth lane installed for turning.


The Committee recommends that staff review the options of adding the fifth lane and prepare estimates for consideration.  The Committee also recommends that traffic exiting Tim Horton’s be restricted to right turn only.  This will not eliminate the concerns experienced but will reduce certain conflict areas.

VOAR


VOAR radio station has a receiver located on our water town but is creating interference with our Town radios.  They have proposed to erect a wooden utility pole on property adjacent to #2 Grenfell Heights.


The Committee recommends this be approved pending approval from all other agencies (Transportation and Works and Transport Canada, etc…)

Former GFA Elementary


The Committee reviewed the proposal from Pinchin LeBlanc for the environmental assessment of the rear section of the former GFA Elementary.


The Committee recommends this be forwarded to finance for their consideration.

Zoning Change – Station Road


Three (3) quotes were received from planning firms to complete this zoning change.



Hatch ( Chris Lowe)

-
$   750.00



Arvo McMillian


-
$   800.00



Plan Tech



-
$1,200.00




HST is extra in all above quotes.


The Committee recommends that Hatch be given the approval to proceed.  All costs will be paid by the Town because this area should have been zoned Commercial Downtown at the time our Plan was reviewed.

Variance – 21 Harmsworth Drive – Derek Cross


This variance was advertised.  No objections were received and the Committee recommends approval.

Correspondence – Stephanie Sheppard


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Ms. Sheppard concerning development on the Exploits River.


The Committee recommends this be forwarded to the Downtown Redevelopment Committee for consideration.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-1 with Councillor King voting nay.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Director of Engineering informed Council that the proponent of the former CN Bus Depot will have cost estimates completed the third week of September and will make a decision on purchasing the property at that time.


Councillor King expressed concern that the V-Twin Chrome at 299 Grenfell Heights was turned down prematurely and that the proposal should have been given more consideration.  


Deputy Mayor Sullivan replied that there were several submissions against the project and the proponent could not commit to cleaning up the property at 299 Grenfell Heights in thirty (30) days.

Parks, Recreation & Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Correspondence – Adventure Riding Club


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Adventure Riding Club with respect to a horse show to be held in Grand Falls-Windsor on August 18th-19th, 2007.  The Club requests significant field changes and temporary fencing.  It was noted by the Director that the Club booked the Provincial Horse Show for the August dates without booking the location or notifying the Department until July 10th, 2007.


The Committee recommends the Town provide the site and temporary fencing requested, but that no changes be made to the grass field.  The Committee will meet with the Club in the fall to discuss the Club’s long-term goals.

Jack Murphy Athlete Achievement Award


The Committee reviewed the five (5) excellent nominations for the Jack Murphy Athlete Achievement Award.  After considerable discussion and grading the Committee selected Mr. Craig Tulk as the inaugural winner of the Award.  The Committee would like to thank the nominators for their participation in this Award process and all the nominees for their tremendous contribution in athletics in our community.

Motion

      Courtney\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Business Development Officer’s Report


The Business Development Officer reported on several initiatives:-

Bell Group – The Business Development Officer updated the Committee on the plastic extrusion manufacturing initiative that is slated to be located in Bishop’s Falls.  With some difficulties, the company is presently attempting to identify sources of polyethylene terephthalate (PET) (recycled plastics) from potential suppliers.  The Business Development Officer will continue to work with this manufacturer through this planning period.

Health Care – The Business Development Officer and the town Manager\Clerk met with the Vice President- Professional Standards and Chief Nursing Office as well as the Regional Director, Long term Care and Residential Services.  They discussed an “Assisted Living” project in Grand Falls-Windsor.  The Business Development Officer in co-operation with the Health Corporation will plan and facilitate an education session with some potential residential developers to advance this idea.

Newlab – The Business Development Officer continues to maintain contact with medical research company, Newlab regarding their possible setup in Grand Falls-Windsor.

Rural Medicine – The Business Development Officer continues to work with the Memorial University Medical School regarding the delivery of Rural Medicine Training Programs in Grand Falls-Windsor.

Beothuk Village Meeting


The Economic Development Officer met with a group of interested stakeholders to try and revive the former Beothuk Village.  The group will investigate potential funding options and will look into one of the groups spearheading the project for 2008.  They will meet again on August 22nd.  The Committee supports in principal the revival of the Beothuk Village, however, requests that any commitments required from the Town regarding annual maintenance be more clearly defined in the planning process.

Retail Show – St. John’s, August 15th-16th

The Economic Development Officer will be attending a Retail Show in St. John’s during these dates.  It will give him an opportunity to meet with potential retailers and promote Grand Falls-Windsor as a future site for several of them.

Food Processing Company Meeting


The Economic Development Officer met with representative of a food processing company on July 11th to discuss options for the company setting up an operation in Grand Falls-Windsor.  They distribute frozen products such as frozen vegetables, coated products, fruit and fish.  They are considering Grand Falls-Windsor and the West Coast as areas of interest.

Chamber of Commerce Meeting


The Committee met with three (3) representatives of the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce.  They were given updates on several initiatives that the Department is undertaking such as potential retail development and the Riverfront Development project.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The Committee reviewed the financial status of the Water Treatment Plant operations to the end of June 30th, 2007.  Produced volume for the period was constant with the previous year at 2.6 billion litres.  Overall, production costs increased by 3.1%.  Chemical costs year-to-date increased by 10.8%.


The Committee recommends that staff review operating procedures to obtain optimal levels of chemical usage.  The Committee also reviewed the terms of the tentative Agreement with CUPE Local 1349\ERSB.  The Committee accepts these terms.

Stadium\Town Hall


The Director of Finance presented a comparative electrical consumption report for the Stadium and Town Hall.  The Town receives one invoice for both buildings as opposed to separate accounts.  Consumption for the period ending August 31st, 1007 was up by 9% over the previous year.  


The Committee recommends that staff review procedures to try and reduce our energy consumption.

Zone Board


The Committee reviewed correspondence from the Zone Board advising of a proposed rent increase from $5,000 to $7,200.  


The Committee recommends that a meeting be held with the Zone Board to discuss status and future plans for the Economic Development Centre.

Central Waste Management


The Committee discussed the proposed implementation of the Provincial Waste Management Strategy.


The Committee recommends that a meeting be held with the Central Waste Management Committee to discuss concerns such as indiscriminate dumping.  The Committee also recommends that the financial impact of this be assessed and that the public be informed of the financial implications.

YMCA Report


The Committee reviewed an operational report provided by the YMCA as of June 30th, 2007.  Overall, membership and operational surplus have increased over the previous year.  


The Committee recommends that this report be accepted.

Collection Report


The Committee reviewed cash collections as of July 31st, 2007.  Taxes outstanding as of July 31st, 2007 was $2,156,803 – an increase of $69,366 (3.32%) over the same time last year.  Total poll tax collected as of July 31st, 2007 was $85,500 – an increase of 5.2% over the previous period.  


The Committee recommends that this report be accepted.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour as of week 32.  Overall, labour is within Budget.

Central Express


The Committee received a request from Central Express for funding to travel to the Provincial Ball Hockey Championship.  


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.  It is noted that Council only funds sports travel for out-of-province events.

Traffic Regulations Amendment


The Committee recommends that the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor Traffic Regulations be amended as follows:-

· Regulation 18 (d) be amended by adding after the word vehicle –

with a registered mass weight in excess of 4,000 kg.

· Regulation 18 (h) be added – any commercial vehicle parked

contrary to Regulation 18 (d) may be towed away by Council or

its representatives, at the owner’s expense, to a place selected by Council or person so authorized.

Community Grants


The Committee recommends that staff compile a list of groups and associations currently receiving assistance from Council for discussion at a future meeting.

Salary Schedule Adjustment


The Committee recommends that non-union staff salary scale be adjusted in accordance with the general wage increase and all other benefits conveyed as per the current Collective Bargaining Agreement.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


It was agreed that the issue of non-union salaries would be further discussed at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor King requested the Engineering & Works Department have a look at the Sherwood Avenue road conditions.


Councillor Courtney complimented the AND Co. Theatre on their dinner theatre productions.  He also advised everyone of the date of the next flea market.


Councillor Courtney expressed concern that ATV traffic was increasing on Main Street and Victoria Street and asked that the Municipal Police step up patrols.  He congratulated organizers and participants for a successful Rogers Cup Road Race.  He also congratulated the Parks and recreation Department on a very successful Community In Blooms competition.  He requested that a letter of congratulations be sent to the Grand Falls Golf Course on a successful Wally Lane Provincial Golf Tournament.


Councillor Finn referred to a letter from the Minister of Municipal Affairs regarding a review of the Pulp and Paper Act.


In response to a question from Councillor Oake, the Director of Engineering informed Council that the storm drainage on Union Street has been inspected and the sewer problem found.


Councillor Eisenhauer requested that a copy of the Disaster Plan be circulated to Council.


Councillor Eisenhauer recommended that bags be distributed to households for battery recycling.  It was agreed that the Public Works and Planning Committee and the Exploits Regional Services Board would consider this. 

Motion

       Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, September 11th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 5:30 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

