1
8










MEETING #291

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, AUGUST 16TH, 2005

PRESENT:  Mayor:             Walwin Blackmore



Deputy Mayor: Robert King



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly,





     Barry Oake, Fred Parsons



Staff:                 M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Councillor:        Michael Griffin


         Staff:

     Dave Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #290 of Tuesday, July 19th, 2005.

Motion

     Oake\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #290 of Tuesday, July 19th, 2005 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0. 

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES

None

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Oake presented the disbursement report in the amount of $615,804.77.

Motion

     Oake\Parsons


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $615,804.77 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Abitibi Consolidated Inc.


Council had a general discussion on the series of meetings being held with Government Officials, Union Officials and Abitibi Consolidated.  Recent correspondence was also reviewed.

U. S. Ambassador Visit


The Mayor informed Council that he is attempting to get information regarding the U.S. Ambassador’s visit to Grand Falls-Windsor and what the protocol would be for the Town.  It was agreed that staff would make inquiries with MP Scott Simms and Intergovernmental Affairs.

Softball Field Clubhouse


The tenders were received for the Softball Field Clubhouse.  It was decided that the results far exceeded the budget allocation.  It was agreed that the Parks, Recreation and Special Events Committee would revise the plans and re-tender the project.

Election Signage


The attached is the list of rules for election signs and it was agreed to add utility poles and to inform candidates that signs placed contrary to the rules would be removed and disposed of by Town Staff.

St. Matthews Presbyterian Church

Motion

     Oake\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that the St. Matthews Presbyterian Church request to have their building designated as a municipal heritage structure be forwarded to the Municipal Heritage Advisory Committee for their recommendation.  It was also agreed that they evaluate the Grand Falls House.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Arts and Appreciation Award


It was agreed that this matter be reviewed by Council after the election in September.

Garden City


Jeff Ward, a senior planner with Delphi MRC requested permission to use original mapping of Grand Falls in a paper to be published internationally on the topic of “Garden Cities”.  Council agreed to this request.

Discretionary Use - #264 Grenfell Heights


It was recommended that the application for a pet boarding house at #264 Grenfell Heights be denied.

Discretionary Use - #20A Lincoln Road


It was recommended that an application to develop commercial housing rooms in the building at #20A Lincoln Road be approved.

Auditor’s Report and 2004 Financial Statements


The Director of Finance reviewed the Auditor’s report.

Motion

     Oake\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Auditor’s statements be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Motion

      King\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Councillor Parsons.

Town Hall Renovations


The Committee discussed the Town Hall renovation project.  It is recommended that the existing doors leaving the Chamber not be removed.  Direct access to the boardroom from the Chamber is important.


The Committee recommends that staff finalize the documents and prepare for tender call.

Paving Program


Staff presented a progress report on the 2005 paving program.  The work is proceeding very well.  Staff will be reviewing the remaining work and some changes may be required to meet the budget.

Correspondence – Roger Young\Mary Verge, Edwards Place Land


The Committee discussed the request for price reduction due to the amount of fill required.


The Committee recommends that the land be sold for $250.00 per frontage foot plus H.S.T., survey and legal fees.  The regular price was $300.00 per frontage foot.

Pre-manufactured Homes – Bill Ficzere


Mr. Ficzere gave a presentation on the proposed units.  He can develop the area as per our specs with curb and sidewalk, landscaped lots, double paved driveways and pre-manufactured homes for less than $100,000.00.


The Committee requested pictures of existing developments that he has constructed.  Mr. Ficzere said he will get pictures and forward to our Engineering Department.  

The Committee will discuss this again when all information is received before making a recommendation to Council.

Training – Water and Sewer Employee


The Committee discussed a request from our Water and Sewer Maintenance Helper to cover costs of a Plumbing Course through correspondence.  The cost of this Course is approximately $1,200.00.  This would prepare Mr. Lambert for the plumber’s position when the existing employee retires.


The Committee recommends approval of this request.  Mr. Lambert must successfully complete the Course or the tuition costs will have to be repaid to the Town.


The Committee also recommends that Finance and Administration develop a policy with respect to training and requirements of the employee.

Commercial Parking Lots


The Director of Engineering and Works sent letters to businesses on Hardy Avenue that have not paved their lots.  These letters went out on May 16th, 2005.  To-date there has been no response.


The Committee recommends that staff make contact by phone to discuss this issue with business owners.

Development Request - #27 Hicks Place


The Committee discussed a request to construct a storage unit at the front of the townhouse located at #27 Hicks Place.  This was rejected by staff but the individual wanted the issue raised with Council.


The Committee recommends that the request be denied.

Application - #2 Ireland Drive


The Committee discussed a request for a home based business located in an accessory building at #2 Ireland Drive.  The business would be to create wood crafts\furniture for re-sale at craft fairs etc…


The Committee referenced recent decisions not to permit home based businesses to operate from accessory buildings and the request is denied.

Motion


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

Softball Field Clubhouse


The Building Inspector presented revised building plans for the proposed Main Street Fields Clubhouse and Goodyear Avenue Clubhouse due to the high tender cost on the original plans.


The Committee recommends that the revised building plans presented be approved for re-tender for both clubhouses.


Mr. Gardner was excused from the meeting at 1:00 P.M.

Tree Buffer on Valley Road


The Committee discussed a request to construct a tree buffer between Valley Road and Scott Avenue.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

Bank Erosion behind Marie Hamilton’s House, #5 Valley Road


The Committee discussed a request from a residence to plant trees behind her property due to erosion from Sanger Park construction.


The Committee recommends that this matter be referred to the Committee of the Whole for further discussion.

Sanger Park Walking Trails


The Chairperson noted that complaints have been received with respect to the condition of the Sanger Park Walking Trails.


The Committee recommends that this matter be referred to the Committee of the Whole for further discussion.

Province-wide Backyard Composting Program


The Committee discussed the Province-wide Backyard Composting Program.


The Committee recommends that the Town participate in the Program and recommends that the Director present an operation plan for this Program for consideration for the 2006 Budget.

Summer Program Update


The Director provided the Committee with an update on the Summer Program.  The Program and Special Events have been running well overall and the summer was really busy.  The Director requested that the working conditions and rates of pay for the summer students be reviewed especially with respect to bartending duties required.


The Director presented a list of Public Events which all Council were invited to attend.


The Committee recommends that the summer student working conditions and rates of pay be reviewed.

Stadium Opening Dates


The Committee discussed the proposed Stadium opening

dates.


The Committee recommends that the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium open for the fall and winter season on October 6th, 2005 and that the Windsor Stadium open in January 2006 as per the approved 2005 Budget.

Motion

     Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Motion

      Oake\King


Be it resolved that the Economic Development and Tourism Minutes of August 15th, 2005 be presented at this meeting.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Economic Development Officer’s Report

Focus Groups – The Focus Group sessions are now complete.  The Economic Development Officer met with the seniors group last month and will be presenting their feedback as well as a complete report on all input from the other Focus Groups.  This information will be very useful in planning for the future.  As well, the Chair of Economic Development will meet with representatives of the Transportation Focus Group tonight (August 15th) to address their concerns.

10K Road Race – The inaugural Rogers Centennial Cup Road Race was held on Sunday, August 7th.  It was very successful with eighty-five (85) runners participating.  The Department would like to congratulate Colin Power and Mim Hornell and all the volunteers that organized this race.

Centennial Celebrations – The Committee is meeting on August 16th to make plans for closing ceremonies in December.  Most of the major events have been completed.  There are still many conventions, etc… taking place in the next few months to coincide with the celebrations.

Targa Race – The race will run through Grand Falls-Windsor on Tuesday, September 13th.  Chief Eisenhaur has put a great deal of time and effort into the planning of the leg here.  Our Department will promote the race to areas outside our community.

Convention Committee – The Committee will continue meeting in early September to bring new conventions, trade shows, etc… to Grand Falls-Windsor.  They intend to select a Chairperson at their next meeting and encourage any individual or group with a stake in this area to contact the Economic Development Officer.

Business Awards – This years Business Awards and Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies will take place October 20th.  Planning is already started and the Department encourages all citizens to take the time to nominate a business or individual for the Awards, especially since this is our Centennial Year and it would be a great opportunity to recognize those that helped build this community.

EDAC Convention – The Economic Development Officer and Councillor Courtney will be attending the Economic Developers Association of Canada (EDAC) Convention in Edmonton from September 28th-October 1st.  This will be an opportunity to mix with fellow economic developers and share best practices on such topics as retail prospecting and promoting of our community as a seniors retirement destination.

Everything You Need To Know – The updates have been completed and the Economic Development Office will start the process of burning the documents onto CD Roms and place it on the Town website as well.  By usng this process, it will save the Town money and make it more accessible to the general public.

Portable Floor – The Economic Development Office sent a memorandum to Council recommending the Town look into purchasing a portable floor for the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  Some of the feedback he received indicated that we look at the cost involved in borrowing Gander’s floor and how many times we might have to do this as opposed to owning our own.  He will follow up.

Director of EXCITE’s Report


A copy of the report is attached.  It covered updates on TAS Inc., GE Energy and Web Relay, as well as the proposed Trade Mission to the United States.

Updates

EVDA – The Economic Development Officer will contact Christine Crann of the Tourist Chalet and promote the increases in traffic for the summer season through a Press Release.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly questioned whether it was appropriate for Councillor Courtney to go to the Economic Developers Association of Canada (EDAC) Convention and whether the opportunity should be offered to the new Chairperson of Economic Development and Tourism.  


Deputy Mayor King stated that should there be a problem, there will be insurance on the flight and Councillor Courtney would not attend.


Councillor Courtney expressed appreciation to Colin Power, Mim Hornell and Gary Hennessey for their hard work in organizing the Centennial Cup.

Motion

      King\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – 2005


This report was presented by Councillor Oake.


Councillor Oake covered the highlights of the 2005 audited financial statements as written in the attached press release.

Motion

     Oake\Courtney


Be it resolved that the financial statements would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


It was agreed that Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly and Deputy Mayor King would be the voting delegates at the 2005 Newfoundland and Labrador Federation of Municipalities Convention.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested the Town Police and the R.C.M.P. investigate complaints of vandalism and fires in the Main Street area.  She also welcomed the young athletes for the Central Newfoundland Games which are taking place in Grand Falls-Windsor.


Councillor Courtney expressed concern that ATV’s are operating recklessly on Grenfell Heights.  He also congratulated Islander RV on a great job renovating their new premises.  He also asked that the Recreation Department ensure that the washrooms are working at Goodyear Avenue playground and Centennial Field.

Motion

      Parsons\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, September 6th, 2005.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Walwin Blackmore



M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

