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MEETING #292

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH, 2005

PRESENT:  Mayor:
    Walwin Blackmore



Deputy Mayor: Robert King



Councillors:     Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly,





    Michael Griffin, Barry Oake, Fred Parsons

                     STAFF:           M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk

                                             J. Saunders, Director of Engineering





    D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





    B. Griffin, Director of Finance

                                             G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #291 of Tuesday, August 16th, 2005.

Motion

     Courtney\Oake


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #291 of Tuesday, August 16th, 2005 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested that the items on Page 6 regarding the bank erosion and the Sanger Park Walking Trail be dealt with by staff. 

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Griffin excused himself for a conflict of interest in discussion of the bills for payment.


Councillor Oake presented the disbursement report in the amount of $376,349.83.

Motion

      Oake\Parsons


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $376,349.83 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

U.S. Ambassador Visit


Council was informed that the U.S. Ambassador’s visit was now cancelled.

Centennial Celebration Request


It was determined that the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium was not available on October 1st due to the Liberal Convention booking.  It was agreed that the Centennial Committee would be requested to choose other alternatives.


Council agreed that December 31st was not a good time for the Closing Ceremonies and that the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium was not available.


It was agreed that the portrait of our pioneers would be hung in the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium and protected with Plexiglas.

C.N. Bus Depot


It was agreed staff would prepare a plan of the Bus Depot and associated land and assess the possible uses of the property.

Pet Boarding House


The Director of Engineering informed Council that there were no longer objections to the pet boarding house proposal.  It was agreed that the proposal would be approved based on noise restrictions to be put on the permit.

Harris Avenue Land


It was agreed that the Harris Avenue land be offered to S & S Auto for $30,000.00 plus HST, legal and survey cost based on their proposal to Council for the use of the land.

Home Based Business – Ireland Drive

Motion

     Courtney\King


Be it resolved that the application for a home based business at #2 Ireland Drive would be approved subject to the business being restricted to crafts.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Traffic Consultant

Motion

      Courtney\Oake


Be it resolved that the Engineering Department engage the Traffic Engineer from the City of St. John’s to make recommendations on the Duggan Street\Cromer Avenue intersections.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Centennial Booklet

Motion

      Griffin\Oake


Be it resolved that Council purchase the back cover of the Transcontinental Centennial publication at a cost of $650.00.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Motion

     King\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Councillor Griffin.

Capital Works


Staff presented changes to the allocation for 2005 Capital Works.  This was necessary due to projects not proceeding in 2005 as well as projected overruns in the Town Hall project.


The Committee discussed a proposal for a traffic study at the intersection of Duggan Street\Cromer Avenue\Harris Avenue.  It is possible these funds can be covered under the Light Controlled Crosswalk Project in the Multi-Year Funding.


The Committee agrees with the proposal and recommends this be reviewed by the Finance and Administration Committee.

Easement - #40 Sullivan Street


The Committee reviewed correspondence from the owner of #40 Sullivan Street regarding an easement adjacent to his property.  


The Committee agrees that access to open country is provided on the north side of Sullivan Street and the access adjacent to #40 Sullivan Street is not necessary.


The Committee recommends that this easement access not be constructed.

Pet Boarding Facility - #264 Grenfell Heights


The Committee discussed more documentation from Ms. Folkes concerning the pet boarding facility.


The Committee is satisfied that concerns they had with noise, etc… will be addressed due to the location of the facility (1,200 feet from the street) and the fact that the building will be insulated.


The Committee recommends approval in principle and request that staff contact residents who had objections to the original proposal and discuss the new proposal to determine whether their concerns were satisfied.

Elsie Hutchings - #457 Grenfell Heights – Extra Land


The Committee addressed a request for extra land at the rear of #457 Grenfell Heights for farmland (growing hay).  The existing lots are approximately 100 feet X 400 feet.  There is a proposed residential development on the west side on New Bay Road and the Committee was not prepared to approve any large parcels of land to be acquired on the east side.  Future planning may result in alternate use of this land other than farming hay.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

Development Regulations – Amendment No. 35


The Committee discussed the Development Regulations Amendment No. 35.  There was one objection to the amendment.


The Committee recommends that the amendment be approved.

Motion

      Griffin\Parsons


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

Community Compost Pile


The Committee reviewed information with respect to the Community Compost Pile Regulations.


The Committee recommends that the regulations presented be approved and encourages citizens to participate in the Community Composting Program.

Church Road Park Capital


The Director presented the itemized Capital List for Church Road Park.  


The Committee recommends that a cost be obtained to upgrade the proposed light poles to a more decorative model.


The Committee recommends that the Church Road Park Capital List with the light pole upgrade be approved.

Playground Capital


The Director presented an itemized list of Playground

Capital.


The Committee recommends that the presented list be approved.

Centennial Field Video Surveillance


The Director presented a quotation to purchase video surveillance for Centennial Field.  This spring and summer there have been numerous instances of vandalism to the stage, baseball clubhouse and the tennis clubhouse resulting in several thousand dollars in repairs.  The Director noted that the Town has received additional Grant Funding which will cover the proposed costs.


The Committee recommends that this request be approved provided that the funding be obtained within the existing Capital and additional Grant Funding provided.

Correspondence – Central Regional Integrated Health Authority


The Committee discussed correspondence requesting financial assistance with a fundraising event for the South and Central Health Foundation at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.


The Committee recommends that this request be approved and that the Director work out the necessary details with the Event Fundraising Committee.

2005-06 Community Enhancement Program


The Director informed the Committee that an application to upgrade the Scott Avenue Ski Trails and Ski Hut facilities has been submitted under the 2005-06 Community Enhancement Program.

2005 Pepsi Central Summer Games


The Committee discussed the 2005 Pepsi Central Summer Games which were held at Grand Falls-Windsor from August 15th-17th, 2005.  The Games were very successful and enjoyed by all the participants and spectators.


The Committee congratulated the Grand Falls-Windsor team who received the Overall Championship trophy with the most team points over the three-day event.

2005 Summer Minor Sports and Recreation Program Report


The Director presented a brief report on the 2005 Summer Minor Sports and Recreation Program.  The Summer Program was a great success with over 250 youth participating in the six (6) sports.


The Committee congratulated the Director and his staff on a very successful Summer Sports and Recreation Program.

Motion

     Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Economic Development Officer’s Report

Focus Groups – The Economic Development Officer has summarized all the feedback from the Focus Groups and has presented a report to Council formally.  The meeting with the transportation sector was postponed due to scheduling conflicts and will be re-scheduled for the next couple of weeks (attached).

Rogers Centennial Cup Road Race – The Committee met on August 22nd and concluded the details of this year’s race.  The Economic Development Officer has presented a summary and budget to Council (attached).

Targa Race – The race will run through Grand Falls-Windsor on Tuesday, September 13th.  The Economic Development Officer has made arrangements with Transcontinental to have a map of the Town placed in the Advertiser just before the race indicating the best viewing stations.  As well, a one-page information flyer is being distributed in the polybags just before the race, informing citizens of the race details and stressing safety rules.

Business Awards – This year’s Business Awards and Hall of Fame Induction Ceremonies will take place October 20th.  The Economic Development Officer spoke to the Rotary Club on August 25th about the importance of getting as many nominations as possible.  Mayor Blackmore will speak to the Kiwanis Club and Lions Club in the next few weeks to emphasize this message as well.

Everything You Need To Know Booklet – The updates have been completed and the Economic Development Officer has started the process of burning the document onto CD ROM’s.  It has been placed on the Town’s website as well.

U.S. Ambassador’s Visit to Grand Falls-Windsor


A meeting was held with a local citizen on August 23rd to get details of a proposed visit by the U.S. Ambassador to Canada for September.  The Mayor, Town Manager\Clerk and Economic Development Officer, along with representation of the Zone Board and Chamber of Commerce were also in attendance.  The Ambassador is scheduled to visit Grand Falls-Windsor on September 10th-11th.  On September 10th he will visit the Town Hall and meet briefly with Council and Department Heads and a luncheon will be held later in the evening with business leaders and Council.  He will see some of our local sites on September 11th and attend an Ecumenical Service in the evening.

Provincial Travel Guide


The Economic Development Officer has sent in a confirmation that the Town will again advertise in the 2006 Provincial Travel Guide.  Over 200,000 copies of the Guide are reprinted and distributed every year throughout Canada, the United States and Europe.

Rural Secretariat


Two (2) local citizens have been appointed to the Rural Secretariat for this area – Deborah Armstrong and Karen Beresford.  Our Department will contact them and congratulate them on their appointment and offer to work with them in strengthening our area.

Demographic Profile


Work has begun on an updated demographic profile.  This Economic Development tool is sent to prospective businesses and Government Agencies and contains information on Grand Falls-Windsor’s population, income, labour force and other relevant statistics.  It will be produced in print and CD ROM and will appear on the Town’s website are well.

Focus Groups Summary


The Economic Development Officer reviewed some of the comments made at each of the Focus Groups.  Council now has those comments and will review them.

Rogers Centennial Cup Road Race


The Economic Development Officer has presented a report on the race and a financial synopsis of the event as well.  After all bills were paid, a surplus of $875.25 was realized, which will be used for next year’s race.

Director of EXCITE’s Report

 Mr. Singh reported that TAS Inc. (Trans Atlantic Systems) is in the process of setting up a corporation and are actively looking for two (2) Canadian Directors.  The Director is developing a slate of potential candidates for their review.  They are also generating a job description for a Project Manager.


Web Relay – Mr. Singh has submitted a business plan to ACOA for this company.  They are looking for two (2) software development positions now.

Updates

Centennial Celebrations – The Committee is preparing plans for a “Closing Ceremonies”.  Several scenarios are being looked at such as a New Year’s Eve Ball at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  The Committee is awaiting a meeting with Bill Hanlon and his Committee for further recommendations.

EVEDC – Their next regular meeting is September 12th.  Their Annual General Meeting takes place on October 13th at the Royal Canadian Legion.

University Committee – Mayor Blackmore reported that he has tried to contact the Minister of Education’s Office on the White Paper Report and the lack of any recommendations for Central Newfoundland.  Despite numerous attempts at contacting him, he has not been successful.  However, the Assistant Deputy Minister has contacted Mayor Blackmore and said that the Minister won’t be available for the next while.  Mayor Blackmore has contacted Dr. Collins of MUN and has set up a meeting with him, Pam Walsh of the College of the North Atlantic and Brenda Tobin of the College for September 7th.  This meeting will take place in the Town Hall in the Tucker Room.

Motion

     Courtney\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Oake requested that the street closure schedule be circulated earlier.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Oake.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed the labour report as of week 32 and was pleased with the results.  Total labour for this period was $28,715 under budget.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed the outstanding receivables as of August 31st, 2005 and was pleased with the results.  Total taxes outstanding as of August 31st, 2005 were $1,821,000 ($1,873,000 – 2004) a reduction of $52,400 (2.8%).  Total cash collections have increased $28,200 over 2004.  The Committee was pleased with these results.

Snow Blower


The Committee reviewed correspondence from the Director of Engineering concerning the repair of the VOHL snow blower.  


The Committee recommends that approval be given to purchase a new engine for the sum of $14,800.

Performance Review


The Committee reviewed the attached Employee Development and Performance Review form and recommends that it be adopted.

Capital Request


The Committee reviewed a request from the Economic Development Department regarding a portable floor for Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  


The Committee requests further information concerning the type of floor required and the estimated use before any approval is given.

HR Policy


The Committee reviewed the attached policy on first aid 

training.


The Committee recommends that this policy be accepted.

Business Tax Request


The Committee received a request from a local business for tax 

relief.


The Committee recommends that the current policy be adhered to and that this request be denied.

Vacancy Policy – Water Rates


The Committee received a request to review the Vacancy Policy – Water Rates.


The Committee will review this issue at a future meeting.

Corduroy Brook Enhancement Association


The Committee recommends that an additional $1,500.00 be approved for the Corduroy Brook Enhancement Association.

Minor Baseball


The Committee received a request from the Grand Falls-Windsor Bantam Braves for travel funding to attend the Atlantic Provinces Championship to be held in Clarke’s Harbour, Nova Scotia. 


The Committee recommends that $250.00 be approved.

Motion

      Oake\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Salmon Festival


The following report was presented by Councillor Parsons.

Report of Operations


The Director of Finance presented a report on Salmon Festival attendance for 2005.  Total paid attendance increased by 14%.  Attendance at the Friday night stadium dance and Newfie Night increased dramatically over previous years.  A record of 900 people attended the Salmon Dinner.  Total campsites sold were 1,404 – an increase of 209 sites (17%).  In addition, total units of bar sales increased by 20%.


The Director of Finance, Security Supervisor and Director Parks and Recreation presented operational reports outlining items for next year’s consideration.

Overview of Events


The Committee discussed each event as follows:-

Salmon Dinner – Record attendance.  The event was well received.  May limit number of tickets next year.

Stadium Dances – Friday night event was extremely well received.  The Committee recommends that the level of entertainment for the Friday night dance be maintained next year.  Saturday night attendance was low.  Next year’s Committee will look into this further.

Newfie Night – Record attendance at this year’s Newfie Night.  The event was well received.

Family Day – The Committee was pleased with the attendance at Family Day.  Due to free admission exact attendance figures are unknown.  This year’s entertainment was a well-known childrens’ TV character.  This appears to have worked well.  The Committee recommends that the target market for this event be parents with young children and senior citizens.

Concert – Attendance increased from last year despite the weather.  The Committee was pleased with the attendance and the operations of the concert.

Other – Some discussion was held on potential events for Monday for next year’s consideration.

Motion

     Parsons\Griffin


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Courtney complimented the Committee on the 2005 Salmon Festival.

OTHER BUSINESS

Motion

     King\Oake


Be it resolved that the taxi rates be increased to $2.50 flat rate plus $0.20 per 1\10 kilometer.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Amendment

      Parsons\Courtney


Be it resolved that the increase be for a thirty (30) day temporary period.  This amendment carried by a vote 7-0.


Deputy Mayor King expressed appreciation to Mayor Blackmore and his years of service to the former Town of Windsor and the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor.  This was echoed by all Councillors in a standing ovation.


Councillor Courtney circulated a postcard in support of the CBC Union and encouraged Councillors to send them to CBC management.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested the Director of Engineering investigate problems at Churchill Place.


It was also agreed the Finance and Administration Committee meet to address the financial problems of the Y2C group.


Councillor Oake suggested that Council write a letter to CBC urging them to get back to the bargaining table.  He also referred to the proposed change to the name of the Federal Riding.  

Motion

      Courtney\Oake


Be it resolved that the Riding name be recommended to be Bonavista -Exploits and if the name of a Town is to be included then the Riding be called Grand Falls-Windsor.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Mayor Blackmore reminded Council of the Arts Awards Ceremony for Monday, September 19th, 2005.  He also mentioned that he was in the process of getting two (2) portraits of the first Chairman of Grand Falls and Windsor.


Mayor Blackmore expressed his pleasure in working with Council, particularly, the past one.

Motion

      Parsons\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, October 4th, 2005.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Walwin Blackmore



M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

