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MEETING #303

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, MAY 9TH, 2006

PRESENT:  Mayor:
    Rex Barnes


          Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:
    Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly,





    Darren Finn, Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:

    M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





    J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





    D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





    G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Staff:
              B. Griffin, Director of Finance


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #302 of Tuesday, April 18th, 2006.


It was noted that on page 12 Central West should be Central Health.

Motion

      Oake\King


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #302 of Tuesday, April 18th, 2006 would be adopted as circulated with the noted change.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


There was a discussion regarding opening the landfill site on Sunday, but there was a consensus that the dump schedule remain as per the Minutes.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Town Manager\Clerk advised that correspondence was sent to the Central Nova School Board regarding vacant schools.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Oake presented the disbursement report in the amount of $117,436.05.

Motion

     Oake\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $117,436.05 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor King.

Meeting with Rotary Park Committee


The Committee and Rotary Park Committee discussed the 2006 and 2003 proposed Rotary Park proposals in detail.  It was agreed that staff incorporate the ideas discussed and present them on a set of plans to be reviewed by both Committees.


The Rotary Park Committee was excused from the meeting at 12:50 P.M.


Ms. Kathy Lane representing the Adventure Riding Club joined the meeting at 12:55 P.M.

Meeting with Horse Show Representative


Ms. Lane presented details for a proposed Horse Show to be held on August 19th and 20th, 2006.  The Town was requested to provide assistance with preparation of a site to hold the event and financial assistance with respect to Judge’s fees and other event expenses.  The Horse Show is projected to break even after entrance fees and sponsorship, but may have an $800.00 cost to the Town in a worst case scenario.  Ms. Lane was excused from the meeting at 1:20 P.M.


The Committee recommends that the Horse Show request be approved and that this matter be referred to the Finance and Administration Committee for approval.

Correspondence – A & D Construction Slo-Pitch Softball Team


The Committee discussed correspondence from a Ladies Softball Team requesting the use of the Town’s softball fields for a tournament at no charge.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied and the current Field Rentals Policy be enforced.

Additional Parks & Recreation Capital Requests


The Committee reviewed the Parks & Recreation Department’s List of Capital requests that were not included in the 2005-07 Multi-Year Capital Funding Projects.


The Committee recommends that the list be submitted to the Finance and Administration Committee for future consideration.

Motion

     King\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The Director of Parks and Recreation was excused at 7:15 P.M.

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Procurement Session


This session will take place on Thursday, May 4th at the Royal Canadian Legion.  It will begin with lunch at 12:00 noon, at which time, AUR Resources representatives will give an overview of their needs.  A question and answer period will follow.  The intention of this session is to link the mine with local businesses that can supply goods and services to them.

Affordable Housing


The Economic Development Officer has been in communication with representatives of Newfoundland & Labrador Housing Corporation to organize an information session here between the Corporation and local developers.  This session is scheduled to take place early next week.

Department Objectives


The Economic Development Officer presented an overview of the objectives of the Department based on the recommendations of the 2005 Economic Development Strategy, the 2006 Budget document and the recent Council\Staff retreat.  The following topics were discussed and recommendations made:-

Tourism – There needs to be a continuation of long-term planning for accommodation and waterfront development as well as downtown redevelopment.  The Department will look into the commissioning of a planner to research these areas.  The Town Manager\Clerk, Director of Engineering and the Economic Development Officer will meet soon to develop a plan for these initiatives.

Retail – There was discussion on the former CN property and the vision that once it gets developed, the Cromer Avenue area will follow suit and strengthen as well with other development.  The Town Manager\Clerk will contact a consultant to identify specific strategy for retail.

Education – The Post-Secondary Committee is proceeding with their mandate to concentrate on the first year transferable courses currently offered here.  There are currently approximately 115 students registered at the Gander Campus of the College of the North Atlantic while our Campus has almost 400.  There are over 600 Post-Secondary students here in Grand Falls-Windsor.  The Economic Development Committee will review the Terms of Reference for this Committee and also liaison with the EVEDC’s Education Committee so as to work together on common issues.

Seniors – The Committee discussed the area of concentration it should consider, either local retirees or ex-patriot Newfoundlanders living on the mainland in its marketing efforts.  The Economic Development Officer will follow up with prominent former Newfoundlanders to develop this strategy further.

Communication – There was discussion on several different options for communicating Council’s activities.  The Deputy Mayor is researching several opportunities that may exist in terms of Community Strategies in other towns.  We will also utilize the Town Crier newsletter and maybe a regular Mayor’s Report to pass on the activities of Council.

Convention Co-ordinator


The Co-ordinator is progressing with developing marketing materials for this initiative.  He has designed an e-newsletter and will start work on improvements to the town website to include Convention information.  The Convention Committee is meeting on April 25th to review the progress of the initiative.

Explore NL Trade Show


The Economic Development Officer and a representative of the Exploits Valley Tourism Association will attend this Trade Show from May 13th-14th in St. John’s.  The tourism sector Show will give the Town and the EVTA the opportunity to promote the Salmon Festival as well as the local Region for the upcoming summer season.

Motion

      Courtney\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Finn reinforced the recommendation of a downtown and waterfront development along the Exploits River.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

Capital Projects


The Committee discussed the capital list in detail and recommends that the document as prepared by staff be discussed at the Committee of the Whole and Finance and Administration Committees.  The document being submitted does not include any funding for piping the ditch at the rear of Thomas Street.  


The Committee recommends that staff monitor and carry out any necessary bank stabilization.

E-11  - On Site Service Policy


The Committee recommends that No. 3 of the policy be removed.  This is due to a local contractor having the capabilities of cleaning out sewage disposal systems.

Commercial Storage


The Committee discussed accessory structures being used by commercial businesses for storage.


The Committee recommends that staff write these businesses and request information.  If these structures are permanent and are necessary for their operation, then they should be upgraded to match the main buildings.

Town Plan


The Committee discussed the approval process and all changes have been made as requested by the Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs.  This will be reviewed at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

Curbside Recycling


The Committee discussed the financial breakdown of the tender as prepared by the Director of Finance.  There is a significant difference from the original proposal.  John Scott and Garry Ryan of Multi-Materials Stewardship Board will be in our area in early May.  They will meet with senior staff to discuss the project and funding.

Correspondence – Newfoundland & Labrador Environmental Network


The Committee discussed this correspondence and agreed that representatives from the Environmental Network meet with Councillors Eisenhauer-O’Reilly and Finn when they visit Town.

Environmental Awards


The Committee discussed several individuals to nominate for the Award.  Staff will make contact to get their approval for nomination.

Subway


The Committee discussed the proposed barrier and staff will discuss with the developer.

Motion

      Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Town Plan Presentation


The Director of Engineering reviewed the Town Plan process for Council.  The majority of the process is now complete and the Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs has approved the mapping.  He then outlined the major changes in the new Town Plan compared to the previous.  This included expanding our planning area to include 300 M on the opposite side of the Exploits River, inclusion of new CDA’s and an area for mini houses.  It was agreed that the Town Plan would be adopted at the next Council meeting.

Capital Works


It was agreed that the Skateboard Park and the Knight Street Park be moved from Multi-Year funding to Town Funded projects.  It was also agreed to approve the capital projects presented and that a list of the total identified capital requests be circulated to Council.

Centennial Committee Recommendations


It was agreed Council would meet with the Centennial Committee when the audited statements were complete.

Art Procurement Committee


It was agreed that the Finance and Administration Committee would determine a budget and Terms of Reference for the Art Procurement Committee.

Town of Buchans


It was agreed that the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor supports the Town of Buchans in their efforts to have AUR Resources reverse their decision to have permanent on-site accommodations.

Cataract Letter


It was agreed that the Cataracts be invited to the next Committee of the Whole meeting on May 23rd, 2006.

Subway Development


It was agreed that the stipulation for the Subway development to include a fence be rescinded.

Motion

     Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Courtney


Be it resolved that the stipulation for the Subway development to include a fence be rescinded. This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.  

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Oake.

Capital Works 2006


The Committee reviewed planned Capital Works for 2006 and Multi-Year Capital for 2006 and 2007. 


The Committee recommends that this list be forwarded to the Committee of the Whole for further discussion.

Garbage Trucks


The Committee reviewed the tender results for the proposed two-stream garbage truck system.  Based on the prices received, the Multi-Materials Stewardship Board subsidy will not be adequate to maintain our current cost structure.  


The Committee recommends that staff discuss this issue with the Multi-Materials Stewardship Board and report back to the Committee.

Motion

     Oake\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The following report was also presented by Councillor Oake.

Emergency Measures


The Committee discussed the issues of Emergency 

Measures.  


The Committee recommends that staff formulate a plan for a tabletop exercise and report back by September 2006.  It was noted that the emergency phone lines are not operational.  The Committee also recommends that these lines be connected.

Cash Collection Report


The Committee reviewed cash collections as of April 30th, 2006. Receivables have increased by 5% ($147,000) over 2005 from $3.1 million 

to $2.9 million.  The Committee reviewed poll tax collections to-date and recommends that staff continue to pursue outstanding arrears.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed the labour report as of week 16.  Results are in line with budgeted amounts.

YMCA


The Committee recommends that funding be increased by $8,500 to provide for the operation of the Centre.

CN Property Development


The Committee reviewed the proposed development costs for this project.


The Committee recommends that no funds be approved until a firm purchase price is established.  The Committee also recommends that a budget for Phase II of this proposed project be prepared for review by the Finance and Administration Committee.

Salt Usage


The Committee reviewed the salt usage for 2006.  Based on inventory, the estimated usage for salt has increased significantly resulting in an additional $20,000.00 cost.  


The Committee recommends that staff further investigate the discretionary in salt usage.

Taxi Fares


The Committee recommends that staff review the taxi fares and report back to the Committee.

ERSB Operational Expenses


This item was deferred to the next meeting.

Horse Show


The Committee received a request for funding for a horse show and recommends that $800.00 be approved.

Motion

     Oake\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 

Motion

     Oake\Courtney


Be it resolved that Mr. Fred Parsons be appointed as the Town’s Commissioner of Public Hearings.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Salmon Festival


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Media


The Committee reviewed the media proposals for the 2006 Salmon Festival.


The Committee recommends that a meeting be set up with the Committee to discuss these proposals further.

Line-up


The Committee reviewed the potential line-up for this year’s concert and other events.


The Committee recommends that staff continue to finalize this and plan for a release as soon as possible.

Newfie Night


The Committee recommends arranging a meeting with the Green Machine Hockey Club to discuss Newfie Night.

Motion

     Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

The following Resolution was presented by Councillor Finn.

Resolution GF-W 2006-152

WHEREAS the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor has just celebrated its 100th


Anniversary and recognizes even more the need to protect 



historical sites within the community; and

WHEREAS the Valley Road Cemetery and the High Street traffic circle



(aka – The Dummy) are historical landmarks in our 



community from the very earliest days; and

WHEREAS some of the original builders of the community rest in the



Valley Road Cemetery; and

WHEREAS the High Street “traffic circle” represents English-style Town 



planning that was brought here by the owners of the A.N.D.



Company; and  

BE IT RESOLVED that Council recognize these two (2) sites as significant



historical sites in the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor and that 



the Council will do all that is within its authority to protect 



these sites into the future.

Motion

      Finn\Courtney


Be it resolved that Resolution GF-W 2006-152 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


In response to the question from Deputy Mayor Sullivan, the Director of Parks and Recreation advised that there will be 20-30 jobs available depending on the grant funding and the wages will be supplemented by approximately $0.50 per hour.


Councillor King requested that the new road from Main Street West to Whitmore Street be monitored for truck traffic.  The Director of Engineering will ensure signs are installed to make sure heavy trucks are not travelling Second Avenue.


Councillor Courtney congratulated the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce on a very successful Trade Show.  He also requested a meeting with the Mall owners to discuss the deplorable state of the parking lot.  


Councillor Courtney expressed concern that the Province was getting into the concert business as evidence with MHA Kevin O’Brien’s comments in the media.  He also requested a letter be written to Minister Jack Byrne regarding a meeting regarding the Merger Report.  He suggested the Economic Development Department investigate a Sunday morning flea market on High Street.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Economic Development Officer advised that a meeting concerning downtown parking was arranged for next week but initial feedback was favourable.  He also expressed concern that the swimming fees at the YMCA were high.


Councillor Oake updated Council on activities of the Urban Municipalities Committee concerning municipal ticketing, downloading of services, etc…


 Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly reminded all that Household Hazardous Waste Day is May 27th.  


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested that agendas for all meetings be placed in the packages.  She also informed Council of a hearing aid called the “pocket talker” which could be advantageous to the hearing impaired.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan requested that the Town congratulate the Kinsmen Club on 50 years of service to our community.  She also reinforced the recognition of municipal historic sites and suggested a policy be formulated. 

Motion

     Oake\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, May 30th, 2006.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

