12
3










MEETING #304

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, JUNE 6TH, 2006

PRESENT:  Mayor:             Rex Barnes

                    Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan


          Councillors:     Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly,





    Darren Finn, Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:

    M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





    J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





    D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





    B. Griffin, Director of Finance





    G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #303 of Tuesday, May 9th, 2006.


It was noted that on page 3, “fill” should be “will”.

Motion

      Courtney\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #303 of Tuesday, May 9th, 2006 would be adopted as circulated with the noted change.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


None

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Oake presented the disbursement report in the amount of $324,649.27.

Motion

     Oake\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $324,649.27 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

EXCITE Corporation Review


At the next Board Meeting, the Board will review the last five (5) years of the EXCITE Corporation and the future of the Corporation as well as the BRAND Project and Computer Recycling Project for 2006.

Post Secondary Committee – Terms of Reference


The Economic Development and Tourism Committee made suggestions as to several aspects of the Terms of Reference and will bring them forward to the Chairperson for review.

Communication Strategy


Deputy Mayor Sullivan is waiting for correspondence on a blue print for a Communication Strategy from a professional colleague.  The Committee will review the suggestions and develop a Strategy based on several of these recommendations.

Garden City Concept


The Economic Development Officer will research the history of the Garden City concept as a marketing and development theme for our community.  Grand Falls-Windsor was constructed based on the old English Garden City theme and we will look into taking advantage of the infrastructure that currently exists here to build on this theme.

Healthy Aging Report


The Committee discussed several topics that came out of this session and will pursue some of them in keeping with the opportunities that exist in dealing with seniors’ issues here in Grand Falls-Windsor.  We will also encourage the Zone Board (EVEDC) to investigate any pilot projects that may fall under their mandate that might further along some of the suggestions made at the session.

Retail Prospecting Trip


The Town Manager\Clerk is following up with a consultant on opportunities in attracting new retailers to Grand Falls-Windsor.  He will meet with the Economic Development Officer and Director of Engineering in the future to go over a specific strategy based on the consultant’s recommendations.

Motion

      Courtney\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Cataracts Executive


Mayor Barnes welcomed the representatives from the Cataracts and congratulated them on a successful year.


Bob Hedges presented a statement of income and expenses for the team which showed a total deficit of $42,482.  He informed Council of their fundraising plans for a ticket draw, a golf tournament and a casino night.  He also reviewed their organizational plans for the upcoming season.


The Cataracts were excused at 5:05 P.M.


It was agreed that the Finance and Administration Committee will bring forward a recommendation at the next Council meeting regarding interim financing for the Cataracts.  It was also agreed that the Economic Development Officer will help develop a marketing plan and a Committee to see the plan through.

Beaumont Hamel Anniversary


Deputy Mayor Sullivan introduced an invitation to the Mayor of Grand Falls-Windsor from the Royal Newfoundland Regiment to attend the 90th Anniversary of the Battle of Beaumont Hamel.

Motion

      Sullivan\Finn


Be it resolved that the Mayor would attend the Anniversary and it was suggested that the Town co-operate with the Royal Canadian Legion on local celebrations.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

AUR Resources Tour


Council was informed that a tour of AUR Resources was being planned for next week.

High Street Parking


The Economic Development Officer reviewed the three (3) recommendations from the High Street parking Committee.  These recommendations are:-

(1) to have time limited parking in selected areas

(2) to regulate parking during special events, and

(3) to allow traffic to access the vacant lot from High Street.

It was agreed that the time limited signs would be put in place on a 

trial basis.  The Town will provide the signs and the businesses will be responsible for putting them out and taking them in.  It was also agreed that a one-way entrance to the vacant lot would be installed for access to parking and a strip along the sidewalk will be landscaped by the Parks and Recreation Department.

Holiday Lanes Taxation


A letter from Holiday Lanes was reviewed by Council.  It was agreed that the issue of taxation would be addressed by the Finance and Administration Committee.

Abitibi Update


The Mayor reviewed the recent meeting with Mr. John Weaver.  There was evidence of a collective effort by all parties to make this mill profitable and there was optimism regarding the mills long-term future.

CN Property


It was agreed that the request for proposals for the former CN property did not receive the response Council required and negotiations on an individual basis will now be entertained.

Irving Oil Buildings


It was agreed that Irving Oil be written regarding the two (2) vacant service stations in Town which are eyesores and need to be reviewed and request that all tanks be removed.

Motion

     Sullivan\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Courtney suggested that the Town develop a policy regarding the refurbishing of commercial sites after demolition.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested that discussion such the Beaumont Hamel Anniversary not be discussed publicly until ratified by Council.  


Mayor Barnes informed Council that the interviews were set up with the media after the date for the scheduled Council Meeting, but the Council Meeting was delayed a week.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor King.

Rotary Park


The Committee discussed a revised plan of the Rotary Park.  The Director noted that the Rotary Park Committee have viewed the plan and endorsed this concept.


The Committee recommends that the revised Rotary Park plan be approved.

Group Fundraising Requests


The Director requested guidance with respect to various groups requesting the use of the Department’s facilities and programs to fundraise.


The Committee recommends that group fundraising be given to summer groups during the summer season.

Correspondence – Cataracts


The Committee discussed correspondence from the Cataracts Hockey Club requesting the use of the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium for a casino night on July 8th, 2006 and that all fees and charges be waived by the Town for this event.


The Committee recommends that the building rental fee be waived for this event up to a fundraising profit of $5,000.  After a profit of $5,000 the building rental fee will be charged.  The Committee also recommends that all utility men costs, security costs and any other out of pocket costs be charged as per the current Building Rentals Policy.

2005\06 Summary of Cataracts Stadium Revenue and Expenses


The Committee discussed the presented 2005\06 Summary of Cataracts Stadium Revenue and Expenses.  The Committee noted that the Town made a significant financial contribution during the 2005\06 season.

Canada Day Games Request


The Committee discussed correspondence from a local vendor requesting permission to operate a games concession during the Kids Fair on Canada Day.  The vendor has guaranteed that the games will be sanitary and affordable.


The Committee recommends that this request be approved for this year.

Canada Day Activities


The Director presented a list of activities for the 2006 Canada Day Celebrations.  The fireworks will be scaled back to $10,000 this year from the $12,000 used during the Centennial Celebrations.


The Committee recommends that the proposed Canada Day activities be approved.  The Committee also recommends that Fireworks FX be awarded the 2006 fireworks display materials and operations.

2006 Summer List of Tournaments & Special Events


The Director presented the current 2006 Summer List of Tournaments and Special Events.

Summer Program Update


The Director informed the Committee that interviews for the Summer Student Minor Sports and Recreation Staff positions will be held during the next few weeks.  The Department is still awaiting notification of approval of funding and positions from the various submitted Grants.


The Summer Program will run from June 26 – August 17th, 2006.

Summer Students Rate of Pay


The Director requested that the Summer Student rate of pay be increased by $0.50 per hour.  This will increase the cost of the Summer Student wages by $3,000.00.


The Committee recommends that the Director’s request be approved.

First Time Skaters Program Presentation


The Committee directed the Director to arrange for representatives of the Exploits Valley Minor Hockey Association and the Sparkling Blades Figure Skating Club to attend the next Council Meeting for the presentation of the First Time Skaters Program subsidies.

Fields and Playground Concerns


The Director informed the Committee that there has been several incidents of vandalism at the Main Street softballs fields, particularly on the dugouts and a number of complaints have been received with late night activities occurring at the Sutherland Drive playground.


The Committee discussed these concerns and some solutions to alleviate these problems.  The Town Manager\Clerk noted that the Municipal Police have increased their patrols and have obtained assistance from the RCMP in an attempt to curb the vandalism.

Softball Field Clubhouse Update


The Committee discussed a memorandum from the Director with respect to the Softball Field Clubhouse Update.


The Committee recommends that the Main Street Softball Field Clubhouse be tendered and plans and a cost proposal be completed with respect to renovating the Goodyear Avenue Clubhouse.

Motion

      King\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

Correspondence – Dr. Mandavia


The Committee discussed the request from Dr. Mandavia concerning the improvement of sanitary and storm sewer in the area of #23 Church Road.  


The Committee recommends that due to the condition of the existing sewer system that the Town and Dr. Mandavia split associated costs on a 50\50 basis.  If equipment rental is required to remove trench rock this will also be split on a 50\50 basis.

Crown Land Request – Terry Laite


The Committee discussed the request from Mr. Laite for extra land adjacent to his property on Main Street West.


The Committee recommends approval of this request.

Development Request – Pondview Drive


The Committee discussed the request for development on Pondview Drive from Mr. Toope.


The Committee recommends that existing residents be responsible to upgrade and pave the roadway in front of their property and the Town will construct and pave the turn around.

Street Name Policy


The Committee discussed the Street Naming Policy.  The intent is to have a priority list for staff to select names as required.


The Committee recommends that residents be requested to give suggestions on how streets should be named.  This request will be advertised for one month and the Committee will review information with a recommendation to Council.

Request for Asphalt Plant Permit


The Committee discussed the request from Penney Paving to operate their asphalt plant west of the Highliner Inn.


The Committee recommends approval of the request with the conditions as presented to Environment last year.

Request for Back Land – Haig Road


The Committee reviewed the request and recommends that the land be sold as per Council Policy.

Motion

      Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Oake.

ERSB – Operational


The Committee reviewed the operational results of the Water Treatment Plant.  Specifically reviewed were variable and fixed production costs and output volumes.  


The Committee recommends that this information be reviewed and compiled on an annual basis.

ERSB – Agreement Review


The Committee reviewed the draft agreement as attached for the Exploits Regional Services Board.  


The Committee recommends that this be accepted and entered into by the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor.

Municipal Plan Amendments


The Committee reviewed correspondence from the Provincial Government advising that the Department of Municipal and Provincial Affairs will no longer provide CIP Certification for Municipal Plan amendments.  


The Committee recommends that any costs incurred as a result of this change be made by the applicant.  The Committee also recommends that the Mayor write a letter to the Minister of Municipal and Provincial Affairs expressing our displeasure with this change.

Arts Procurement


The Committee reviewed plans for a proposed program for art procurement.


The Committee recommends that the Deputy Mayor meet with CANVAS to discuss jury selection, artwork and program criteria for further discussion by the Committee.

Exploits Community Employment Corporation


The Committee received a request for funding for a nutrition break at the Exploits Community Employment Corporation Conference to be held in Grand Falls-Windsor.  


The Committee recommends that $400.00 be approved.

Youth Ventures


The Committee received a request from Youth Ventures to exempt businesses under their program from municipal taxation.  


The committee recommends that this be approved.

Abitibi Consolidated


The Director of Finance advised the Committee that no written agreement exists for the electrical component of our grant in lieu of taxes.  


The Committee recommends that the Town Manager\Clerk contact the Mill Manager to rectify this.

Government Financial Officers Association Conference Report


The Director of Finance presented a report on the GFOA 

Conference.


The Committee recommends that this be accepted.

Cataracts


The Committee reviewed the current financial position of the Cataracts Hockey Club.


The Committee recommends that $15,000.00 be provided to this Association as an advance to be fully repaid.

Taxation Request


The Committee reviewed a request from a local business on taxation of recreational facilities.


The Committee recommends that the mil rate for this classification be amended to 4 mils.

Motion

      Oake\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


It was noted that the Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee will be a member of the Arts Procurement Committee.


Councillor Finn requested that in future, if a Councillor is involved in a Committee or Board and that Committee or Board is being discussed by a Standing Committee, then that Councillor be invited to the meeting.


It was also agreed that agendas for all Committee meetings will be placed in all packages on the Friday before the meeting week.

Salmon Festival


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Media


The Committee reviewed the media proposals and recommended that the Director of Finance continue to negotiate and report back to the Committee.

Concert Announcement


The Committee reviewed the final lineup for this year’s concert.  All sponsorships have been arranged.  


The Committee recommends that this lineup be released on Monday, May 29th, 2006 and tickets will go on sale Friday, June 2nd, 2006.

Salmon Dinner


The Committee reviewed the quote from the Mount Peyton Hotel for the salmon dinner.  


After reviewing costs, the Committee recommends that the price for this year’s dinner be set at $30.00.

Seafood and Wine Tasting Event


The Committee discussed the potential for an additional event to be included in this year’s Salmon Festival.  This event would be a seafood and wine tasting night and would be sponsored by the Newfoundland Aquaculture Industry Association.


The Committee recommends that the Director of Finance discuss this with potential partners and prepare a financial plan for the Committee’s review.

Brochures


The Committee reviewed the financial cost of brochures.  Based on this analysis, the Committee recommends that the number of brochures printed by increased to 5,000 from the current 2,500 for this year’s event.

Newfie Night


The Committee met with representatives of the Green Machine Oldtimers to discuss plans for this year’s Newfie Night.  


The Committee recommends that we proceed with planning for this year’s event.

Family Day


The Committee reviewed plans for Family Day as presented by the Director of Park and Recreation.  


The Committee recommends a budget of $9,000.00 be approved for this event.

Grand Falls-Windsor Day


The Committee discussed holding an event for Grand Falls-Windsor Day and recommends that Council and staff compile suggestions for discussion at the next meeting.

Motion

      Sullivan\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


Mayor Barnes requested that the Municipal Police visit the elementary schools and reinforce the wearing of bicycle helmets.


Councillor Courtney recommended that the Economic Development and Tourism Committee explore the idea of having a weekly flea market on High Street on the week-ends.  He also suggested Council take some action on the use of containers for storage buildings.  


The Director of Engineering has written some businesses and is awaiting response.


Councillor Finn expressed concern regarding pricing at the YMCA.  It was agreed that other pools would be investigated to check on the rates for swimming and memberships.  He also requested staff write a letter to the Mall Management regarding the condition of the parking lot.


The Director of Engineer informed Council that Mall Management have been contacted and all businesses without paved lots were written, but there was no response.


Councillor Oake requested the Mayor write a letter to Gerard Morey congratulating him on being elected President of the Exploits Valley Minor Hockey Association.  He also congratulated Carla Saunders on being awarded “Youth of the Year”.


In response to a question from Deputy Mayor Sullivan, the Director of Engineering informed Council that the ruts on the Union Street overpass will be repaired by Town crews.


It was agreed to meet with the Union representing the employees at the Federal Service Canada building at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.


It was also agreed that Council would support the petition by a Grade 2 class at Woodland Primary to change the name of the Mary March Museum to “Demasduit Museum”.

Motion

      Oake\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, June 20th, 2006.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

