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MEETING #305

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, JUNE 20TH, 2006

PRESENT:  Mayor: 
    Rex Barnes


          Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:     Janice Eisenhauer-O’Reilly, Darren Finn,





    Robert King, Barry Oake



Staff:                J. Saunders, Director of Engineering





    D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





    B. Griffin, Director of Finance





    G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Councillor:       Jim Courtney



Staff:

    M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #304 of Tuesday, June 6th, 2006.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly noted that on page 3, the Mayor did not vote on the Committee of the Whole Motion.


Councillor Finn noted on page 3, the Economic Development Officer will “help” the Cataracts develop a marketing plan.

Motion

      King\Oake


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #304 of Tuesday, June 6th, 2006 would be adopted as circulated with the noted changes.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly also suggested that a letter of congratulations be sent to Christopher Thompson on his recent Canadian Association of Principal’s Leadership Award.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly inquired as to whether a date for the meeting with AUR Resources had been determined.


Councillor Finn inquired as to when the presentations would be made to the Minor Hockey Association and Figure Skating Club for first time skaters.


Councillor King responded that it was decided that this would not be done until September when media coverage was available.


Councillor Finn also inquired if the Street Naming Policy had been advertised to the public and was informed that this had been done.  It was also suggested that a letter to the Mall Management should be written about the condition of their parking lot.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Oake presented the disbursement report in the amount of $427,012.45.

Motion

     Oake\Finn



Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $427,012.45 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor King.

Quarterly Budget Review


The Committee reviewed the 2006 quarterly Budget Report in detail.  All revenues and expenses are in line with the original Budget.

Correspondence – Special Events Attendants Pass


The Committee reviewed correspondence from a resident requesting improvements to the Department’s Special Events Attendants Pass Policy and Procedures.


The Committee recommends that the Special Events Attendants Pass Policy and Procedures be revised to incorporate the information and procedures proposed in the correspondence.  The Committee also recommends that the Special Events floor seating at the Stadium be improved to accommodate the physically disabled as per the suggestions in the correspondence.

Correspondence – Exploits Chapter Special Olympics


The Committee discussed correspondence from the Exploits Chapter Special Olympics requesting financial Assistance to offset expenses of two athletes who will be attending the National Special Olympics Games in Brandon, Manitoba from July 16th-23rd, 2006.


The Committee recommends that a $500.00 donation be given to the Exploits Chapter Special Olympics and that this request be referred to the Finance and Administration Committee for consideration.

Stadiums Rental Rates Increases


The Committee discussed a memorandum from the Director with respect to recommended rate increases to the Stadiums as approved in the 2006 Budget for implementation in October 2006.


The Committee recommends that the proposed rates be approved.

Summer Program Co-ordinator Positions


The Committee reviewed a memorandum from the Director with respect to Summer Co-ordinator Positions.


The Committee recommends that the students recommended by the Director be hired for summer 2006.

Summer Program Grant Update


The Director informed the Committee that the Town is still awaiting notification of any approved summer Provincial or Federal Students Grants funding.

Tempered Glass Purchase


The Director informed the Committee that over 40 sheets of 2 foot tempered glass are available for purchase at a cost of $2,000.  This glass would be used to replace the existing 5 foot side glass at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium for summer viewing activities.


The Committee recommends that this glass be purchased within the Department’s operations budget.

Canada Day Grant


The Director informed the Committee that the Town has received notification of approval of a $3,000.00 Canada Day Grant.  The extra $500.00 approved will be used to hire a band for Canada Day activities.

Canteen Tender


The Director informed the Committee that the Canteen Tender for the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium has expired.


The Committee recommends that the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium canteen be put to tender.

Community Special Events & Tournaments & Playgrounds Special Events Update


The Director presented the Committee with the updated list of Community Special Events and Tournaments, and Playgrounds Special Events.  The Director also presented some additional Summer Program information for the Committee’s perusal.


The Committee is looking forward to providing the residents of our Town with many fun filled Community Special Events, Tournaments, and Playgrounds Special Events throughout the summer.

Motion

     King\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly questioned if there was a need for 2 foot glass at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.


Councillor Oake questioned the account that this expense would be charged to and the Recreation Director advised that this would be charged to the Plant Maintenance account as per the memorandum from the Town Manager\Clerk.


Councillor Oake also inquired as to the status of the canteen tender and was advised that it was in the process of being done. 

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Economalls Report


The Economic Development Officer reported on developments with the Exploits Valley Mall as per his conversation with the owner of the Mall.

Convention Committee


The Economic Development Officer reported that the Convention Co-ordinator is currently in St. John’s meeting with many of the Associations that were identified earlier.  The Co-ordinator is reporting a very positive response to his presentations to these Associations about considering Grand Falls-Windsor as a destination for conventions and conferences.

Portable Floor Application


The Economic Development Officer reported that our application into the Provincial Department of Innovation, Trade and Rural Development has been forwarded to the St. John’s office for review.  The Mayor has asked local MHA’s to inquire on our behalf as to the status of the application so we can move forward with this initiative.

High Street Parking


The Chairperson was interviewed on the radio and local newspaper recently to inform citizens that the new policy is now in place and that official notices were being distributed to all households in this week-ends (June 16-17) polybags.  It was suggested that orange coloured diamond shapes be painted in designated areas as well to further indicate this timed parking.  As well, the parking in front of the Town Hall will also fall into the timed parking category.

Retail Consulting Fee


The Economic Development Committee recommends to Council that funds be identified to cover the cost of commissioning a consultant to act on our behalf in approaching potential retailers on the mainland.  The Economic Development Officer has already identified the majority of the fee within his own Department budget.  This request has been forwarded to the Finance and Administration Committee for review.

Second EDO Position


The Economic Development Committee is recommending that Council allocate funding currently identified in the Department budget to create a second Economic Development Officer’s position for the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor.  At the next Economic Development Committee meeting a job description and salary classification for this position will be presented for review.

Others


The idea of a flea market for High Street will be investigated.  The Economic Development Officer is targeting September as a potential date for this initiative.

Motion

     Sullivan\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Oake inquired as the status of the second EDO position job description and was advised that drafts have now been reviewed but have not been approved.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Service Canada Restructuring


Don Mercer reviewed Service Canada planned restructuring.  In the past there were eighteen (18) persons processing insurance claims and at present there are eight (8).  This is now planned to be done only in St. John’s, Gander, Corner Brook and Goose Bay.  In the future, any new job opportunities will be offered in one of those centres.  Work on processing EI claims can be processed anywhere due to a virtual workplace program.  The representatives objects to the jobs being eliminated in Grand Falls-Windsor and fear that in the near future there will be only one centre in the Province which will be St. John’s.  There also has been elimination of specialist positions in Grand Falls-Windsor and a general dismantling of services to clients.

Abitibi Bridge at Stoney Brook


Abitibi Consolidated has to spend $100,000.00 on replacing the Stoney Brook Bridge and is soliciting all users of the bridge for assistance in paying for the work.


It was agreed that Council would meet with Abitibi management on the matter.

Office Relocations


It was agreed that the Economic Development Officer and the EXCITE Corporation Director will be moved to the Town Hall and the Exploits Valley Tourism Association and the AND Co. will be moved to the Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation offices on High Street.

Curbside Recycling


The Director of Engineering reviewed the activity surrounding tendering garbage trucks and instituting a curbside recycling program.  An agreement for a recycler to accept the curbside collection has not been resolved.


It was agreed that Council would pursue the curbside recycling program when an acceptable agreement was in place.

Personal Care Facility


It was agreed that the Director of Engineering would negotiate the land arrangements with the proponent of a sixty-eight (68) bed personal care facility and Ridgewood Development.

Other


It was agreed that the Committee Structure would be discussed at a future Committee of the Whole meeting.


A variance for #389 Grenfell Heights was agreed to after Council did not receive any objections.

Motion

     Sullivan\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Oake noted that the Minutes did not indicate any action on the Service Canada situation.


Mayor Barnes informed Council that the joint Mayors would make representation and indicated that the MP has been contacted and he recommends that a letter be written to him expressing our displeasure.


Councillor Oake also inquired if there was any development in the Stoney Brook Bridge.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly.

Quarterly Budget\Performance Measurement Review


The Committee discussed the review but due to some data not being complete, postponed the formal process to the next meeting.

Discretionary Use - #311 Grenfell Heights


The Committee reviewed the request for a barn at #311 Grenfell Heights and discussed the attached letters of objections as well as support.  Grenfell Heights is zoned Residential Large Lot (R1) and beyond the 200 foot setback the zoning is rural.  The rural zone is the only area where a horse is a discretionary use.


The Committee discussed the issue in detail and recommends approval of the request to erect a barn to house two (2) horses.

Building Inspection Review


The Committee reviewed a document presented by the Building Inspector.  The suggested changes will assist the staff in carrying out the necessary inspections and plan review by minimizing overtime.


The Committee recommends approval of these changes.

Crown Land Request – Allan Bowers, Main Street


The Committee discussed the request for Crown Land on Main Street and recommends it be approved.

Land Request - #96 Goodyear Avenue


The Committee discussed the request for extra land at the rear of #96 Goodyear Avenue.


The Committee recommends this be sold as per Council policy.

Correspondence – Geoff Healey, #51 Peddle Drive


The Committee discussed the correspondence requesting extra land at the rear of #51 Peddle Drive.  This land is Crown Land.


The Committee recommends approval of this request.

NLHC – Community Centre, Bartle Place


The Committee discussed the request from NLHC to convert four (4), three (3) bedroom units on Bartle Place to a community centre.


The Committee feels this would be a benefit to the one hundred fifty (150) families living in this area and recommends Council support the centre.

Zoning on Main Street


The Committee discussed the zoning of Main Street West (existing railbed) and recommends an area along Main Street 150 feet deep be zoned as R3.

Motion

      Eisenhauer-O’Reilly\Oake


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Finn inquired as to the zoning on Main Street and if it was Council’s intent to develop this area.


The Director of Engineering advised that the concern was that if zoning was not changed, it would remain an ATV trail.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly noted that this could be residential lots and would be cost efficient because it is already developed.


Councillor King expressed concern that we are approving discretionary use when there is opposition received, especially in a recent notice for a barn development.


The Director of Engineering noted that the Public Works and Planning Committee will have to discuss conditions for barnyards on residential properties.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Oake.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed the cash collection report for May 31st, 2006.  Taxation receivables have increased by $65,000 (2.44%) over the previous year.  Total outstanding taxes as of May 31st, 2006 are $2,750,000.  It was noted that some of the increase is related to an increased number of people paying by pre-authorized debits.  Poll tax collections are down by $33,000 (36.5%) from the previous year.  Total collected year-to-date is $57,500.  It was noted that no payments have been received from the Department of Social Services.  


The Committee recommends that staff continue to pursue collections with the objective of decreasing the amounts outstanding.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed the labour report as of week 22.  All labour accounts appear to be within Budget.

Two-Stream Garbage Collection


The Committee reviewed the cost associated with two-stream garbage collection and recommends that this project be put on hold.

Vendor Request


The Committee received a request for a vending permit to operate a hot dog\sausage concession at the former CN property.  


The Committee recommends that this be approved.

Central Paws


The Committee received a request from a local group requesting space to operate a Dog Obedience and Agility Program.  It was noted that we are not in a position to provide space at this time.

Central Health Authority


The Committee received a request for funding towards a challenge day aimed at reducing school bullying.  


The Committee recommends that $500.00 be approved for this.

Computer Purchase Program


The Committee reviewed a request from staff to reconsider the terms of the computer purchase program.


The Committee recommends that no changes be made to this program.

Taxation


The Committee discussed arrears relating to a local 

business.  


The Committee recommends that staff negotiate the terms of payment for the outstanding arrears.

Insurance


The Director of Finance advised the Committee that the insurance costs have risen to $193,400 from $177,500 in 2005.  This will result in a budget deficit.


The Committee recommends that staff prepare a schedule of insurance costs for the past ten (10) years for the Committee’s review.

AND Company


The Committee reviewed a request from the AND Company to provide financing for the purchase of chairs.


The Committee recommends that the amount of $5,700 be approved and that this amount be fully repaid.

Dog Breeding


The Committee received a request to breed dogs at a local 

residence.


The Committee recommends that this permit be granted.

Economic Development Funding


The Committee reviewed a request from the Economic Development Committee for funding towards a retail strategy consultant.  Total cost for this project is estimated at $7,500 with $6,000 identified in their current budget.  


The Committee recommends that their budget be increased by $1,500 to accommodate this expense.

EXCITE Building


The Director of Finance presented a report on the divestiture of the EXCITE property as requested by Help Desk Now.  


The Committee recommends that this information be forwarded to Help Desk Now for their consideration.

Evangel Pentecostal Church


The Committee received a request from Evangel Pentecostal Church to purchase an advertisement in their 25th Anniversary booklet.


The Committee recommends that $50.00 be approved.


The Committee also received a request for their annual Bible Vacation School.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

Motion

      Oake\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Salmon Festival


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Family Day


The Committee reviewed the proposed lineup for Family Day as presented by the Director of Parks and Recreation.  


The Committee approves the lineup and recommends that a press release be issued as soon as this is completely finalized.

Wine Tasting and Seafood Event


The Committee reviewed a budget for the wine tasting and seafood event. 


The Committee recommends that this budget be approved and that final details be worked out before tickets go on sale for this event.

Brad Gushue Itinerary


The Committee reviewed the itinerary for Brad Gushie and recommends that it be approved.

Friday Night – Stadium


The Committee reviewed the budget for Friday night stadium concert featuring Trooper. 


The Committee recommends that this be approved and that tickets for the event go on sale as soon as possible.

Ticket Sales


The Committee discussed concerns with regards to ticket availability and box office hours.


The Committee recommends that the box office be open from 6:00 to 9:00 P.M., Monday to Friday and that this be communicated to the public.  The Committee also recommends that tickets be available in other communities through local retailers.  It is also recommended that the Stadium box office provide ticket sale reports on a weekly basis.

Vendor Requests


The Committee received a number of requests for vending 

permits.


The Committee recommends that the Salvation Army request be approved excluding ice cream.  The Committee also recommends that Pamela Snow be given permission to operate a booth selling nachos.  These groups can contact the Recreation Department for further information.

Media Budget


The Director of Finance presented a budget in the amount of $25,375 for promotion and advertising for this year’s Festival. 


The Committee recommends that this be approved.

Cataracts


The Committee received a request from the Grand Falls Cataracts to hold a 50\50 draw at the Stadium on Friday night and the concert on Saturday. 


The Committee recommends that this be approved.

Site Clean-up


The Committee received proposals for field clean-up after the concert and recommends that the Air Cadet Squadron be given this contract in the amount of $1,080.00.

NLLC


The Committee received a request from the Liquor Corporation to operate a mobile vending unit at Red Cliff.  


The Committee recommends that this request be denied. 

Motion

      Sullivan\Eisenhauer-O’Reilly


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Discussion was held on the advance ticket prices for the Friday night concert.  Advance sale prices will apply until prior to at the door on the day of the performance.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Adoption of Minutes


It was moved by Josephine Budgell, seconded Nancy Stewart to accept the minutes from April 3rd, 2006.  The motion carried.

Business Arising


The Town Engineer for Grand Falls-Windsor spoke on the situation on the garbage\recyclable truck.  The tenders for the trucks came in higher than expected.  In addition, Scotia Recycling has stated that they want to be paid $25.00 per tonne of recyclables brought to the facility.  This is a different arrangement than several months ago.  Therefore, as of now, the trucks have not been ordered.


Since the issuance of letters to violators of the commercial recycling ban at the landfill, the amount of cardboard recycled has increased by approximately 33%.  The months and weights of recycled cardboard at the Scotia Recycling plant are as follows: September 2005 – 85,000 lbs, October 2005 – 95,000 lbs, November 2005 – 110,000 lbs. December 2005 – 112,000 lbs, January 2006 – 75,000 lbs, February 2006 – 78,000 lbs, March 2006 – 102,000 lbs and April 2006 – 97,000 lbs.


Since the application date for student grants are past, the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor has a student that may be used to promote water conservation and recycling.


The Town Manager\Clerk of Grand Falls-Windsor presented the Terms of Reference for the Exploits Regional Services Board.  It was moved by Josephine Budgell, seconded Bob King that the Exploits Regional Services Board recommend that all municipalities involved in the Exploits Regional Services Board approve the Terms of Reference for the Exploits Regional Services Board.  The motion carried.


The topic of purchasing refrigerator magnets outlining watering regulations was discussed.  The Town Managers from Botwood, Bishop’s Falls and Peterview will email the Operations Manager on their respective watering regulations and the number of households.


The Operations Manager presented a memorandum on the cost and types of leak detection equipment.  It was determined that the decision to purchase leak detection equipment would be left until the next Exploits Regional Services Board meeting.  In the interim, staff will term the cost effectiveness of such a purchase.

Disbursement Report


It was moved by Darren Finn, seconded Pleman Brown that the disbursement report of $58,597.02 be accepted.  The motion carried.

Operations Report


The Board reviewed the Operations Report as presented.  Highlights of the report are as follows:-


All water reports presented showed water produced met drinking water guidelines.


The Operations Manager brought forth a request for upgrading and servicing of the chlorination equipment at a cost of $8,650.00 plus HST.  It was noted that Botwood’s equipment was not compatible with the Exploits Regional Services Board’s.  However, since the last meeting the staff at the Water Treatment Plant has done some maintenance on the external components and the Operations Manager has done some instrumentation changes which have resulted in a more consistent dosing of chlorine.  Therefore, the Operations Manager has recommended that the servicing by Rutter Engineering be delayed.


The Exploits Regional Services Board has received a quote for engineering work of site drainage at the landfill.  This was requested by the Government Services Centre in order to receive a certificate of approval to operate.  Staff will meet with Government Services to determine their exact requirements.

New Business


Botwood has noted that since they have completed their water line flushing, that although chlorine residuals at the beginning of the system has remained the same, there has been an increase in chlorine residuals throughout their system.


The elevated tank on New Bay Road is still in bypass and that nothing to-date has been done.  The Town Engineer of Grand Falls-Windsor has responded to the consultants for the project and noted the problems.


The official dedication of the Botwood\Peterview water connection to the Exploits Regional Services Board will be around August 23-24.  The Town Manager of Botwood will notify the other municipalities of the exact date and time of the dedication.


The next meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday. September 11th, 2006 at Peterview.

Adjournment


It was moved by Nancy Stewart, seconded Pleman Brown that the meeting adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 8:06 P.M.

Motion

      Finn\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0. 

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor King expressed concern with a property on Main Street which requires demolition.  This was referred to the Town Manager\Clerk.


Councillor Finn expressed concerns with ATV’s on the road.  He inquired if anything has been done since the meeting with the residents.


Councillor Finn asked if the regular schedule for Committee meetings would be continued during the summer based on availability. 


Councillor Finn also presented a letter from a class of Grade 2’s suggesting that a rock in the Exploits River be named as per their request. It was suggested that a letter would be sent to the class thanking them for their letter and advising them that it would be taken into consideration.


Councillor Finn informed Council of the increase in hydro rates being passed on by NL Power and felt Council should write a letter expressing its displeasure.


Councillor Oake advised Council that the Urban Municipality Group will be meeting in Grand Falls-Windsor on August 4th and 5th.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly advised that she has received complaints about activity at playgrounds late at night and asked that this be referred to the Finance and Administration Committee.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested more communication of civic matters other than the Mayor’s itinerary.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly also requested that a letter of support be written to the Province in support of a province wide helmet by-law.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly requested that letters be written to NAPE and Browning Harvey asking them to get back to the table with negotiations.


Councillor Eisenhauer-O’Reilly noted that recently in the Info Notes it was mentioned that the registration package for the NLFM Convention would soon be out and requested we get our information in as soon as possible.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan inquired as to any follow-up with the Tim Horton’s traffic issue.


Mayor Barnes reported on the issue of on-site accommodations at AUR Resources and the necessity of this due to the labour market and felt we should get more information with regards to the situation.

Motion

     Oake\


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, July 11th, 2006.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M.

Rex Barnes





B. Griffin

Mayor





Deputy Town Clerk

