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MEETING #326

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2ND, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn,





     Robert King



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Councillor:        Barry Oake ( Leave of Absence)

                    Staff:                 J. Saunders, Director of Engineering


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #325 of Tuesday, September 11th, 2007.


It was noted on Page 2 “is facilitating” should be “to facilitate”, on page 3 “to coincide” should be “in addition to”, page 4 29) should be (2) and on page 5 “here” should be “her”.

Motion

      Courtney\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #325 of Tuesday, September 11th, 2007 would be adopted as circulated with the noted changes.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


Councillor Finn suggested the residents of Thomas Street be written and told what is happening in their area with regard to the ditch at the rear of their properties.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Mayor explained that the residents on 47 Carmelite Road were given the right to purchase the land.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $669,071.12.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $669,071.12 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

EVEDC Labour Market Survey Report – Joanne Sullivan


Joanne gave the Committee an overview of the status of her research to this point.  She has interviewed several businesses and will continue to determine any gaps in labour in the region.  


The Committee asked several questions related to this research and will be given a summary of the survey once it has been completed.

Atlantic Trade Mission – Drumheller, AB


The Economic Development Officer presented a request for an opportunity to attend a “Best Practices” Mission in the community from October 23rd-27th.  He would observe the steps that were taken by the community to convert from a former mining town to a major tourist destination.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer attend this Mission on behalf of the Town.

Riverfront Development Update


Council will meet with the consultant, Susan Hollett, on Wednesday, September 26th, 2007 to give their input into this process.  Ms. Hollett will then present a report\application to Council in a couple of weeks that we can then submit to several funding agencies to take this process to the next level.

Cataracts Marketing – Next Step for Council & Economic Development Department


The Economic Development Officer reported that his application to Service Canada for a JCP (Job Creation Partnership) was turned down.


The Committee recommended that the Economic Development Officer along with the Director of Finance and Councillor Courtney meet with the Cataracts Executive and have them determine what role they would like Council and staff to play in assisting them for the upcoming season.

EDAC Convention Report


The Economic Development Officer, along with the Chairperson, attended this Economic Development National Convention in Saskatoon from September 15th-19th.  He presented a review of the sessions that they attended and informed the Committee that the Economic Development Officer has been asked to sit on the National Board as the Provinces regional representative.

Flea Market Report


The Economic Development Officer reported that the Giant Flea Market held on September 8th was again very successful with almost sixty (60) vendors and thousands of visitors to High Street.  There has been considerable interest expressed in the next one.


The Committee makes two (2) recommendations:-

1. The Committee of the Whole will discuss the date of the next 

Giant Flea Market.

2. The Town’s Parks & Recreation Department take over the booking

of tables, marketing of the event and co-ordination of any future

flea markets.  

Other Business

Small Business Week – The Town will partner with the Business Development Bank of Canada, the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce, the Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation and the Central Community Development Corporation to present a Networking Session on Thursday, October 18th at 5:00 P.M. at the Mount Peyton Hotel.  The Chamber of Commerce will be processing the participants interested in registering for this event.  The Town’s Business Awards and Hall of Fame Banquet have been moved from this date to January 24th, 2008 to accommodate several new initiatives related to the Award process, including making the Awards regional for the first time.

Senior’s Marketing Initiative – The Economic Development Officer presented two (2) drafts of print ads as concepts for marketing Grand Falls-Windsor to ex-patriot Newfoundlanders now living on the mainland.


The Committee discussed the concepts and recommended that the Economic Development Officer get more input from the rest of Council 

and look at the development of a stand alone web site or an enhancement to our existing site, dedicated to this process, as well as to investigate costs of advertising in newspapers and magazines targeting seniors as well as other communities efforts to do the same. 

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Courtney advised that the Minutes of the Council Meetings have not been updated since last October on the Town’s website.


Councillor Courtney also stated that the flea market should remain with the Economic Development Department.  It was agreed that the flea market will be discussed at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Correspondence – Abitibi Consolidated


The Committee discussed two (2) pieces of correspondence from Abitibi Consolidated.  One requested the former tennis court property be deeded back to the company.  They would cover all expenses.  This was originally given to the Town free of charge.  This property is required as part of a proposed subdivision.


The Committee recommends that the request from Abitibi Consolidated be approved.


The second correspondence dealt with the proposed sub-

division.


The Committee recommends approval of the subdivision in principle.  Staff will obtain a more detailed layout.  Open space and green belts will also be discussed with the developer.

Discretionary Use – 87 Peddle Drive


The Committee reviewed the discretionary use for 87 Peddle Drive from a granny flat and a subsidiary apartment.  One objection was received concerning parking (number of vehicles).


The Committee recommends that the discretionary use be approved.  Staff will discuss parking requirements with the applicant.

34 Snow Crescent


The Committee discussed a request for back land at 34 Snow Crescent and recommends it be sold as per policy.

Correspondence – Exploits Snowmobile Association


The Committee discussed the correspondence from the Exploits Snowmobile Association and recommends approval of the request to construct a building to store and maintain the groomer.  Staff will deal with the Association on a location that will not interfere with the future commercial development.

Correspondence – David Alcock


The Committee reviewed the request from Mr. Alcock to locate a residence approximately 250 feet back from Grenfell Heights.


The Committee recommends this be approved.

Request for Crown Land – Grenfell Heights & Matthew Alcock


The Committee discussed two (2) requests for Crown Land on Grenfell Heights. Staff checked with Red Indian Surveys and there is a parcel of land at the eastern boundary, but the exact size will have to be determined by the survey.  The other request is for back land to be used as a pasture.

The Committee recommends approval of the parcel fronting on Grenfell Heights for a residence, but recommends the request for the large parcel for pasture land be denied.

Speed Limit – Scott Avenue


Traffic on Scott Avenue has increased due to the Harmsworth Drive subdivision.  There are approximately fifteen (15) entrances and exits on the section of road.  The speed limit is presently 80 km per hour and the developer and residents have asked that it be reduced.


The Committee recommends that the speed limit be reduced to 60km per hour.

Request for Back Land – 27 Bank Road


The Committee reviewed a request for back land at 27 Bank Road and recommends it be sold as per policy.

Moore Street – Request for Upgrading


The Committee discussed the request for upgrading Moore Street.  The cost for this work is approximately $18,000.00 which includes two (2) new catchbasins.  This street is also used as access to the First United Church.


The Committee recommends that this work be completed under this years Capital Works Program.

Request for Garage Construction – Pondview Drive


The Committee discussed a request from Stanley Winsor to construct a garage on 54 Pondview Drive this fall, but the residence will not be constructed until 2008.


The Committee recommends approval of this request providing guarantees are given that the residence will be constructed in 2008.  Failure to adhere to this condition may result in the garage having to be removed.

Variance – 2 Valley Road


The Committee discussed the variance for a garage at 2 Valley Road and recommends it be approved.

Correspondence – Exploits Welding and Machine Shop


The Committee discussed correspondence from Exploits Welding and Machine Shop requesting assistance in the land price due to the condition and the actual building line frontage.


The Committee recommends that the price be based on the building line frontage, but all development costs are the responsibility of the purchaser.

Signs


The Committee commented on the number of portable signs being erected in Town and especially at one site on Harris Avenue.


The Committee recommends this issue be discussed at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

Scott Avenue – Entrance to Town


The Committee discussed the idea of improving the general appearance of the Scott Avenue entrance to Town and suggests that this area be reviewed.

Motion

      Sullivan\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Eisenhauer expressed dissatisfaction in granting land to Abitibi Consolidated for their subdivision.


Councillor Finn requested that Council ask Abitibi Consolidated for a corridor to join Corduroy Brook Trails and the river.  It was agreed this would be requested.


Councillor Finn also requested that Council consider acceleration and deceleration lanes on Scott Avenue as an alternative to reducing the speed limit.  This was discussed by the Committee, but cost was a factor and the number of entrances and exits was a real concern. 

Exploits Regional Services Board


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Business Arising


The Town’s of Botwood and Peterview have received their refrigerator magnets for water conservation.

Disbursement Report


It was moved by Harold Edison, seconded Pleman Brown that the disbursement report totaling $36,925.27 be accepted.  The motion carried.

Operations Report


The Board reviewed the Operations Report as presented.  Highlights of the report are as follows:-


All water reports presented showed water produced met Drinking Water Guidelines.


The Union Contract negotiations have gone to conciliation and will resume September 20th.


A meeting was held with the Department of Environment and Government Services Water Inspectors to discuss appropriate dosage of chlorine for the distribution system.  It was noted that alternate chlorination, process chemistry and total organic carbon testing be conducted.


The Town Manager\Clerk of Grand Falls-Windsor and the Operations Manager has contacted CH2M Hill to provide a cost for providing the study.


It was moved by Nancy Stewart, seconded Harold Edison that the Exploits Regional Services Board apply to the Department of Municipal Affairs for funding for the study.  The motion carried.


The landfill permit to operate has been issued by the Department of Environment but it has not been received to-date.

 
The Operations Manager and Chairperson Jerry Dean will be attending the ACWWA Conference in St. John’s from September 30th to October 3rd.  

New Business


The Town Manager\Clerk of Grand Falls-Windsor noted that the Town of Bishop’s Falls were twelve (12) months in arrears totaling $145,000 owing for their share of the operating cost of the Exploits Regional 

Services Board.  The Town of Grand Falls-Windsor is requesting that the bill be paid in full.


The next meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, November 19th, 2007 at Botwood.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Courtney requested information on the Town of Bishop’s Falls arrears.  The Director of Finance informed Council that he has been discussing the arrears with the staff of the Town of Bishop’s Falls, but no payment has been made to-date.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the Finance and Administration Minutes be presented at this meeting.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

EXCITE


The Committee reviewed recent correspondence from help Desk now on the proposed sale of the Centre.  Financing for this is not currently available.  


The Committee recommends that staff meet with representatives of Help Desk Now to consider future options.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed the outstanding receivables as of August 31st, 2007.  Total receivables are $1.9 million, an increase of $100,000 (5%) over the same period last year. 


The Committee recommends that staff continue to pursue all outstanding arrears.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour as of week 37.  Labour is on par with the previous year.

Assessment Act


The Director of Finance and HR advised the Committee that the Assessment Act has been amended effective January 1st, 2007 and presented a summary of changes.

Senior Hockey


The Committee reviewed plans for the upcoming senior hockey season and the Town’s role in administering the ticket revenue.  


The Committee recommends that a meeting be held with the Cataracts Executive to discuss the upcoming season.

Stadium Ice Rentals


The Committee reviewed hours of ice time utilized for the 2006-07 season.  Total unit sales were on par with the previous year.

Budget Schedule and Process


The Director of Finance and HR presented a schedule for the budget preparation process.


The Committee recommends that this be accepted and that all staff work towards completion of the 2008 Budget.

Abitibi Consolidated


The Committee reviewed the grant in lieu agreement with Abitibi Consolidated.


The Committee recommends that this be accepted.

Art Procurement


The Director of Finance and HR reported that the Art Procurement session held on Saturday, September 29th, 2007 was a success.  In total, seventeen (17) submissions were received.  A list of works purchased is attached.  The Committee was pleased with the outcome of this event and the support from the local arts community.

Amendment

       Eisenhauer\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the Abitibi Consolidated grant-in-lieu be removed from the Minutes and voted on separately.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the report would be adopted as circulated with the Abitibi Consolidated grant-in-lieu removed for a separate vote.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Motion

      King\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the Abitibi Consolidated grant-in-lieu agreement be accepted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-1 with Councillor Finn voting nay.


Councillor Finn expressed concern that Abitibi Consolidate had cut their grant and he disagreed with the process and the cutback.  


Councillor Eisenhauer stated that Council has had a great deal of discussion on this agreement and Council has supported the mills future.


The following Resolution was presented for approved at the Municipalities Newfoundland and Labrador Convention:-

WHEREAS:


water is a precious resource;

AND WHEREAS:

water costs all municipalities to treat, disinfect and





distribute; 

AND WHEREAS:

most water used is further treated in sewage 





treatment facilities;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: that all municipalities adopt a Water 





Conservation By-Law.

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that the Water Conservation Resolution be approved as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


The following Resolution was also presented for approval at the Municipalities Newfoundland Labrador Convention:-

WHEREAS:

Municipalities are municipal corporations with very 




detailed rules and regulations and legislation;

AND WHEREAS: Council as the Board of Directors of the Corporation




are expected to respect their rules and regulations and 




legislation;

AND WHEREAS: a Council member who is charged with an offence




against a person calls into question the character of




that person;

AND WHEREAS: a Council member who is charged with an offence




against a person calls into question the carrying out of




fiduciary duties as a Councillor;

AND WHEREAS: the Municipalities Act does not prescribe any action for




the case of a Councillor being charged or convicted of




an offence against a person;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Municipalities Newfoundland




and Labrador lobby the Government of Newfoundland 




and Labrador to amend the Municipalities Act to make 




it mandatory that a Councillor be required to take a 




Leave of Absence without remuneration from the date




charges are laid for offence against a person;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that when a Councillor has the 




charges cleared that remuneration from the date of the




start of leave be reimbursed;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that when a Councillor has been




convicted of a charge against a person, that the




Councillor resign from office.


Councillor Finn stated he did not have a level of comfort with this Resolution.  


Deputy Mayor Sullivan agreed that there is a presumption of guilt in the Resolution which she did not support.  


Councillor Eisenhauer also stated she would not be supporting the Resolution.


Mayor Barnes requested that Councillors support the Resolution so that this situation does not happen to any Council.


Councillor Courtney expressed his support for the Resolution.
 

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that the Councillor Charged with a Crime Against a Person Resolution be approved as presented.  This motion was defeated by a vote of 3-3 with Councillors Finn, Eisenhauer and Deputy Mayor Sullivan voting nay.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor Eisenhauer requested that the Public Works and Planning Committee review the Garbage Regulations with regards to the number of bags permitted.


Deputy Mayor Sullivan requested that Council send our condolences to the family of the late Dr. Gerry Tobin.


Councillor King brought up a concern on Second Avenue that the garbage receptacle at the super mailboxes be reinstalled.


Mayor Barnes requested that the businesses on Pondview Drive need to be reminded that vehicles have to be moved off the street and the properties cleaned up.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, October 23rd, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:50 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

