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MEETING #327

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23RD, 2007

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Susan Sullivan



Councillors:      Janice Eisenhauer, Robert King



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation

                                              B. Griffin, Director of Finance

ABSENT:   Councillors:
     Jim Courtney, Darren Finn, 

     Barry Oake (Leave of Absence)

                    Staff:

     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #326 of Tuesday, October 2nd, 2007.


It was noted that on page 4 – 87 Peddle Drive, “from” should be “for”.


Motion

      King\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #326 of Tuesday, October 2nd, 2007 would be adopted as circulated with the noted change.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


Councillor Eisenhauer advised that contrary to Councillor Courtney’s comments that the Town’s website was up-to-date with the Minutes of the Council Meetings.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $100,249.89.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Sullivan


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $100,249.89 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Bell Group


Dates of the meeting with the Multi-Materials Stewardship Board (MMSB) have been changed due to the lack of flights from London to St. John’s for Mr. Gunasingh.  A supply of PET must be identified as well.

Newlab


The Business Development Officer is waiting for an information kit from a representative of Newlab for physicians in the area.

Assisted Living Conference


The Conference has been rescheduled from October 11th until November due to the availability of potential speakers.

Survey Results: Retail\Real Estate\Automotive


The Economic Development Officer presented a summary of his interviews with representatives from six (6) of our major retailers, all of our real estate companies and five (5) of our automotive dealers.  The findings were quite positive in terms of sales increases and overall confidence in the economy in this community.


The Economic Development Officer will prepare a media release and comprehensive summary of this report for Council to be used in the next Town Crier, due out this month.

Cataracts Marketing


The Economic Development Officer, along with the Director of Finance and HR met with representative of the Cataracts Hockey Club Executive on October 2nd to discuss what role the Economic Development Officer would play in terms of marketing this year with the team.  He will only be responsible for selling the rink boards for the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium this year, as the Executive has decided to offer the marketing packages to potential sponsors themselves this year.

Atlantic Canada Outdoor Sport and RV Show


The Economic Development Officer asked the Economic Development Committee for input as to the value of again attending this Trade Show in March of 2008 in Halifax.


The Committee recommended that the Economic Development Officer investigate other tourism trade shows in Atlantic Canada for 2008 and report back at the next Economic Development and Tourism Committee meeting and they would assess the value of any new ones or commit to the Halifax Show again.

Council Minutes on Town Website – Update on Status of Minutes 


The Economic Development Officer indicated that the Council Minutes on the Town website were updated to June 19th, 2007, not November 2006 as was reported at the last Council meeting.  The remaining two (2) Council Minutes for July and August as well as the September 11th Minutes have now been updated.

Tourism Destination Workshop Report


The Economic Development Officer attended a Tourism Destination Development Workshop on October 4th.  He reported that several topics were discussed and the Economic Development Officer referred to in-town signage and consistency of image on a main area of Town, such as High Street as topics that was of particular interest to the Department.


The Economic Development Officer will forward this information as part of the Riverfront Development Plan process.

Riverfront Development Presentation to Chamber of Commerce


The Chairperson for Economic Development will be making a presentation to the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce on the status of the Riverfront Development Plan and gather feedback on the Chamber’s vision of this project.  This presentation will take place on October 11th.

Other Business

Senior’s Advertising and Website -  The Economic Development Officer will be submitting an ad to the Downhome magazine for their December issue, targeting retiring former Newfoundlanders.  He will be using Gordon Pinsent’s image and a message from him as part of that campaign.  In addition, the Economic Development Officer is working with a website developer on a draft for a stand-alone website or additions to the current town site which will contain pertinent information about Grand Falls-Windsor, for these ex-patriot Newfoundlanders.

Motion


Sullivan\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor King.

Correspondence – Central Junior Cataracts Hockey Club


The Committee discussed a request from the Central Junior Cataracts Hockey Club to host their team in Grand Falls-Windsor.  It was noted that there is very little ice time available until January 2008.


The Committee recommends that if any ice time is available that the Junior Cataracts be accommodated where possible.  The Committee also recommends that the ice rental rates and gate split arrangements be similar to the High School Hockey and Central AAA IcePak arrangement.

Correspondence – Adventure Riding Club


The Committee discussed correspondence received and recommends that the Club meet with the Committee in the near future to discuss the Club’s long term goals.

Beothuk Village Request


The Committee discussed a request by the group trying to refurbish Beothuk Village with regards to getting a commitment from the Town’s Parks and Recreation Department to any maintenance of the proposed project.


The Committee recommends that the request be supported in principal but requests further information with regards to the extent of the commitment requested.

Proposal for Canteen Rental


The Committee discussed the bid proposals for the operation of the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium canteen for the 2007\08 season.  One proposal from the Exploits Valley Minor Hockey Association was received.


The Committee recommends that the Exploits Valley Minor hockey Association canteen bid proposal be accepted.

2007 Communities In Bloom


The Committee discussed the 2007 Communities In Bloom Program

and the Town’s participation.  The Town received a four bloom rating and a score of 76.75% which was an increase of 3% from the 2004 Communities In Bloom Program.  The Town received a special Award Temporary Campground for the Salmon Festival.


The Committee will discuss the Town’s involvement in future Communities In Bloom Competition at the next Committee Meeting.

Summer Program Report


The Director gave the Committee a brief report on the Summer Program.  This summer was very challenging weather wise and there was a decline in the Summer Sports Program participants and there were a number of staffing concerns which must be addressed prior to the 2008 Summer Program.  The Director will prepare a written report to be discussed at a future Committee Meeting.

Windsor Stadium Summer Ice Report


The Committee discussed the Windsor Stadium summer ice usage.  The Stadium was open for a one week Hockey School and for a one week Figure Skating School in August.  The Director will prepare a financial and staff report for the next Committee Meeting.

2007 Fall Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Ice Times Schedule


The Director presented a 2007 Fall Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Ice Times Schedule.


The Committee recommends that the presented schedule be approved.  The Committee also recommends that the no cancellation ice time rentals policy be strictly enforced.

2007\08 Stadium’s Tentative Tournaments & Special Events Schedule


The Director presented a 2007\08 Stadium Tentative Tournaments and Special Events Schedule.  It was noted that three (3) new events have been added to this year’s list.


The Committee recommends that the presented Schedule be approved.  The Committee also recommends that the no cancellation ice time rentals policy be strictly enforced for tournaments and special events.

Hospitality Room Review


The Committee discussed concerns presented by the Director with respect to safety, supervision and damages to the Hospitality Room during past rentals and tournaments.


The Committee recommends that the Coffee Shop be used for all rentals, birthday parties and tournaments for ages 19 and under and that the Hospitality Room be used for tournaments and special events for all ages 19 and over.

2007\08 Birthday Party Promotion


The Director presented a special birthday party rental rate of $52.50 for forty-five (45) minutes rental and use of the Coffee Shop.  This special rate was popular last year.


The Committee recommends that this special birthday party promotion be approved.

2007\08 Exploits Valley Minor Hockey & Sparkling Blades Figure Skating First Time Free Registration Program


The Committee will be subsidizing the 2007\08 Exploits Valley Minor Hockey and Sparkling Blades Figure Skating First Time Free Registration Program.


The Committee encourages all first time Minor Hockey Players and Figure Skaters to participate in this Program.

2006\07 First Time Registration Program Presentation


The Committee discussed the 2006\07 First Time Free Registration

Program and recommends that presentations be made to representatives of the Exploits Valley Minor Hockey Association and the Sparkling Figure Skating Club at the next Town Council Meeting.

2007 Summer Parks and Recreation Landscaping List Update


The Director presented the Committee with the updated Parks and Recreation Landscaping List.

Red Maple Festival


The Committee discussed plans for the 8th Annual Red Maple Festival which will be held from November 2nd-5th, 2007.


The Committee encourages any groups or individuals who wish to organize any events to contact the Parks and Recreation Office by October 24th, 2007.

Correspondence – Exploits Tenants Association Alliance


The Committee discussed correspondence from the Exploits Tenants Association requesting a free hour of ice time and one hundred (100) plus loot bags for a Halloween party.


The Committee recommends that one hour of ice time be donated during non-prime week day hours before 3:30 P.M.  The Committee also recommends that the request for loot bags be denied.

Motion

      King\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 3-1 with Councillor Eisenhauer voting nay.


Councillor Eisenhauer expressed concern that patrons should be given a choice of the Coffee Shop or the Hospitality Room for birthday parties.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Crown Land – Richard Lush, 65 Peddle Drive


The Committee discussed this request and recommends it be approved.

Correspondence – Abitibi Consolidated, Parking for Central Health


The Committee discussed correspondence from Abitibi Consolidated to Central Health giving permission to use the open space on Riverview Road for parking.  Abitibi Consolidated required approval from the Town before finalizing arrangements.


The Committee recommends this be approved.

Correspondence – Berkeley and Beverley Adams


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Mr. & Mrs. Adams.  The backfill behind their sidewalk was an issue to be addressed with the developer and not the Town.  The land on Finn Avenue was part of the former Lundrigan Subdivision and not the Andrews Crescent development.  Homeowners are responsible to complete landscaping of property between the sidewalk and their boundary.  The section on Andrews Crescent was much larger than the normal area.

Public Awareness Program – Compost Bins


The Committee recommends that a notice be placed on Rogers Cable and in the fall edition of the town Crier informing residents that compost bins are still available at a cost of $20.00.

Garbage Regulations – Number of Bags


The Committee discussed the Garbage Regulations in general.  The new waste management facility is scheduled to be operational by 2011.  The main focus for our Council must be to reduce the amount of waste being placed at the curb.


The Committee recommends that there be no change to the Regulation and management will discuss with staff.

Land Request – 79 Smallwood Drive


The Committee reviewed the request for land at 79 Smallwood Drive and recommends it be sold as per policy.

Land Request – 259 Grenfell Heights


The Committee reviewed the request for land at the rear of 259 Grenfell Heights and recommends it be sold as per policy.

Correspondence – Frazer Butt, Department of Forestry 

Sawmill Permit for Lester Hayden

Staff discussed the correspondence with the Department of Forestry to determine what was required from the Town.  The letter from the Town has to state that Council approves a sawmill operation at 43 Second Avenue.  The fact that it is a chainsaw mill is irrelevant.

This area is zoned R3 and a sawmill is not a permitted or discretionary use.  The Committee recommends that staff respond to the letter and deny the request for a sawmill at 43 Second Avenue.

Dwayne Sutherland – Tim Horton’s Traffic Concerns on Cromer Avenue


Mr. Sutherland explained the situation with traffic from his position as owner of Tim Horton’s.  There are traffic problems on Cromer Avenue when his drive-thru and entrance and exists are clear.  The volume of traffic on Cromer Avenue and the close proximity of his business to the traffic lights cause the problems.  Restricting left turning traffic out of his lot will not make any difference to traffic flow on Cromer Avenue.  Mr. Sutherland was excused at 1:20 P.M.


The Committee discussed the information presented and recognizes the close proximity to the Pinsent Drive intersection does create some difficulties.  Traffic volumes on Cromer Avenue have also increased.


The Committee is recommending that the sign restricting left-hand traffic not be installed at this time.  The timing sequence of the traffic lights at Pinsent Drive and Cromer Avenue will be adjusted and monitored to determine whether this will make any difference.

Request for Back Land – 54 Sullivan Street


The Committee reviewed the request for back land at 54 Sullivan Street.


The Committee recommends this be approved but staff will discuss with Adams Construction, developers for this area, prior to finalizing the transaction.

House of God – Land on New Bay Road


The Committee reviewed the request for Crown Land on New Bay Road at the site of the existing Church.  The land requested has a 375 foot frontage and is 500 feet deep.  


The Committee recommends approval of the Crown Land application but only for sufficient land necessary to accommodate the Church and parking lot.  This area will be determined by Town Staff.  Also, a condition will be attached to the transaction that this property is to be used for a Church only and is considered an “existing non-conforming use”.

Land Development – Whitmore Street


Tom Pinsent is entering into a lease agreement for land on Whitmore Street, but is interested in purchasing the land.  Mr. Pinsent has to purchase extra land from the Crown to give him sufficient space for his building.


The Committee recommends that the Town land be sold at the same rate as the Crown assessment.

Motion

      Sullivan\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0.


Councillor Eisenhauer stated that the Town needs to be more active in promoting recycling and waste reduction.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor Sullivan.

Capital Plan


It was agreed that the list of projects for the Gas Tax Funding for a total of $1,615,735 be submitted to the Provincial Government for approval.

EXCITE Building


It was agreed that the Town Manager\Clerk and the Director of Finance would continue to negotiate leases with the tenants of the EXCITE Centre and a meeting with Help Desk now would be arranged in the near future.

Cataracts Budget


The Director of Finance presented the Cataracts 2007\08 budget.  The forecast calls for a slight surplus.  Council agreed that fifty percent (50%) of the holding seat revenue will be turned over to the team at the beginning of the season and the balance after twelve (12) games are played in the schedule.

Portable Signs


The Director of Engineering will have a package of information sent to Councillors regarding the regulation of portable signs and this matter will be dealt with once the information is available.

Flea Markets

Motion

     Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the Recreation Department handle the organizing and marketing of the flea markets as a community event.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-1 with Councillor King voting nay.

Motion

      Sullivan\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed the outstanding receivables as of September 30th, 2007.  Total receivables are $1,679,893.67 – an increase of $95,661.17 (6.04%) over the same period last year.  


The Committee recommends that staff continue to pursue all outstanding arrears.  Total poll tax collected as of the end of September was $114,499.69.  This is on par with last year’s revenue.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour as of week 41.  Labour is on par with the previous year.

Help Desk Now


This item was discussed at the Committee of the Whole.

Zone Board


The Committee reviewed the correspondence from the Zone Board concerning the proposed rent increase.  


The Committee recommends that we continue to pay current rent and that the issue be considered in 2008.  The Committee also recommends that the Economic Development and Tourism Committee review this issue in relation to its overall goals and objectives and make recommendation to Council.

Water Treatment Plant


The Committee reviewed the chemical cost as of the third quarter.  Total chemical costs were on par with previous years.  The Committee noted that projected cost savings as a result of changes in chemical usage have not been achieved.

Town of Bishop’s Falls


The Committee reviewed correspondence from Bishop’s Falls on the outstanding arrears.  It is hoped that this amount will be paid off by mid November. 


The Committee recommends that staff monitor this and advise accordingly.

Exploits Tenant Association Alliance


The Committee reviewed correspondence from local Tenant Associations requesting funding for neighbourhood events.


The Committee recommends that $50.00 be approved for Tenant Associations located in Grand Falls-Windsor.

Royal Canadian Legion


The Mayor, in conjunction with the Royal Canadian Legion, proposed that we host a dinner for local area members currently serving with Canadian Forces.


The Committee recommends we cost share this event and that the Mayor obtain the necessary financial information.

Drug Awareness


The Committee reviewed the request for funding for drug 

awareness.


The Committee recommends that $50.00 be approved.

Pension Plan Amendments


The Committee reviewed correspondence concerning pension plan options regarding mandatory retirement changes.


The Committee recommends that the accrual benefits beyond age sixty-five (65) be approved subjected to the thirty-five (35) year maximum for the defined benefit plan.  The Committee also recommends that employees be given the option to continue accrual benefits beyond age sixty-five (65) or access to their account at age sixty-five (65) for the defined contribution plan.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Sullivan


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0.


It was noted that under “Drug Awareness”, the $50.00 figure should be $150.00.

OTHER BUSINESS


It was agreed by Council that the week of November 4th-10th would be proclaimed as Medical Radiation Technologists (MRT) Week.


Councillor King requested the Director of Engineering have two (2) street lights replaced on Park Street and Pondview Drive.


It was agreed that Council would donate an item for the Kidney Foundation Silent Auction.


Councillor King encouraged all to support the Annual Red Maple Festival being held November 2nd-5th, 2007.


Councillor Eisenhauer requested that Council meet and discuss the Resolutions that will be voted on at the Municipalities Newfoundland & Labrador Convention.

Motion

     Sullivan\King


Be it resolved that Grenfell Estates be permitted to pave their subdivision in the spring.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0.

Motion

      Sullivan\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, November 13th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0.


The meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

