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MEETING #328

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH, 2007

PRESENT:
Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Councillors:      Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn,





     Robert King



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT: Councillor:
     Barry Oake (Leave of Absence)


       Deputy Mayor:     Susan Sullivan


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #327 of Tuesday, October 23rd, 2007.


It was noted that on page 9, the vote of 4-1 should be 3-1.

Motion

      King\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #327 of Tuesday, October 23rd, 2007 would be adopted as circulated with the noted change.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


Councillor Courtney expressed concern that the comment regarding the Town’s website was not accurate.  He explained that there were some Minutes omitted and two (2) months in 2005 are still missing.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $510,473.42.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $510,473.42 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

CORRESPONDENCE


Council acknowledged a letter from Deputy Mayor Susan Sullivan tendering her official resignation from Council.

Motion

      Courtney\Finn


Be it resolved that Council accept the letter of resignation from Deputy Mayor Susan Sullivan.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Public Works and Planning


The following report was present by Councillor King.

2007 Objectives Review & 2008 Objectives 


The Committee discussed last years objectives and objectives for 2008.  


The Committee recommended the format be changed to reflect specific tasks.  This will be incorporated into the draft budget for further discussions.

Clyde Bonnell


Mr. Bonnell expressed his concerns with respect to trees planted along the boundary with his neighbour and along the street line.  The trees close to the sidewalk impact visibility of pedestrians and vehicles when he is exiting his driveway.  The trees on the boundary line are close together and also the neighbour weaves dead branches in between them, which creates basically a fence.  According to the Town Regulations any “fence’ in front of the building line should not exceed 30 inches in height.  Also there is a lot of debris behind the neighbour’s house that has not been cleaned up from a previous order. 


Mr. Bonnell was excused at 1:25 P.M.


The Committee recommends that the conditions of the previous clean up order be reviewed and necessary action be taken if required.  The Committee also recommends that trees in front of the house on Town property be removed or trimmed to minimize the visibility issue.  The trees on the boundary line should also be thinned, as they now constitute a 16 foot high fence.

Portable Signs


The Committee reviewed conditions of other municipalities concerning portable signs.  


The Committee recommends that regulations be drafted to address these signs as follows:-

· temporary sign will be permitted

· not permitted in residential areas

· maximum of one (1) sign per commercial property

· vacant commercial lots can have a maximum of three (3) signs

provided they are spaced a minimum of 15 meters.

Commercial Billboard Sign – E.C. Boone


The Committee discussed the request from E. C. Boone to erect a billboard sign in Grand Falls-Windsor.  Presently, we do not have regulations covering these signs.  


The Committee supports the request in principle and recommends that staff draft regulations for the next Committee meeting.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-1 with Councillor Finn voting nay.


Councillor Finn expressed his opinion that the front easement of 39 Dunn Place does not present a problem with traffic or pedestrians.  He also stated that the storage shed at the rear of the property is similar to the ones sold at Canadian Tire.


The Town Manager\Clerk stated that the Town’s regulations state that a hedge or fence has to be a maximum of thirty (30) inches in front of the building line.  Also, sheds and accessory buildings require a permit and are required to conform to regulation in terms of structure and appearance.


Councillor Finn reiterated that the Town was stretching the regulations in this case and he was opposed to the decision on this matter. 

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Correspondence – Exploits Ministerial Association


The Committee discussed correspondence from the Exploits Ministerial Association with respect to the scheduling of Sunday morning hockey practise.  The Committee noted that the individual groups are responsible for activity scheduling for awarded ice time.


The Committee recommends that this matter be discussed between the Exploits Ministerial Association and the Exploits Valley Minor Hockey Association.

Correspondence – Minister Tom Hedderson, Department of Tourism, 

Culture and Recreation


The Committee received correspondence from Minister Hedderson regarding the awarding of a Recreation Capital Grant in the amount of $1,000.00.  This funding will be utilized in purchasing two (2) new portable sound system speakers.


The Committee recommends that a letter of thanks be sent to Minister Hedderson for the Government’s financial assistance.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Request


The Committee discussed a request for modifications to the board glass at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.

 
The Committee directed the Director to pursue the options with respect to this request and report back to the Committee. 

Church Road Park Request


The Committee discussed correspondence requesting the use of Church Road Park to host a wedding and setting up a large tent to accommodate two hundred (200) people.  The Committee noted that this event is not permitted under the present Church Road Park usage Policy. 



The Committee recommends that this request be denied and that Centennial Field or the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium be considered for the event.  The Committee also recommends that the Director contact the individual and provide the facility specifications and costs to host a wedding at these facilities.

Correspondence – National Evangelization Team


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the National Evangelization Team requesting assistance with one hour’s ice time rental and financial assistance for the program.


The Committee recommends that one hour ice time be donated to the group during the 12:00 – 5:00 P.M. on November 8th, 2007 and that the Director meet with the group to pursue any area of assistance which may be available from the Department.

Parks and Recreation Office Staff Request


The Committee discussed a request by the Parks and Recreation Department to install an entrance area for the Administrative Secretary’s Office.


The Committee recommends that this request be approved.

Recreation Hockey League Concerns


The Director informed the Committee that the staff is having a problem with one Recreation Hockey League Team not leaving the Stadium within the allotted time after the last game of the night.  This is causing problems with extra unnecessary work time and overtime to the staff.  Management has already met with the League Executive and sent previous notices on this matter.


The Committee recommends that the Recreation Hockey League and the team in question be notified that their ice time will be denied in the future if they refuse to leave the Stadium by their allotted time.

Correspondence – Playtime Entertainment Group


The Director presented a bill for reimbursement from our co-partners of the cancelled Craig Sharpe Concert.  This reimbursement is for the Town’s committed share of advertising and performance fees for the concert.


The Committee recommends that the bill be paid from the existing Stadium Budget.

Windsor Stadium Ice Time Requests


The Director presented the Committee with a Windsor Stadium schedule of ice time requests for November and December.  The Director noted that the two (2) new ice time requests from Lewisporte Minor Hockey and Bishop’s Fall Figure Skating Club in the amount of twenty-two (22) hours plus the previously requested ice time bring the number of hours to forty (40) hours.


The Committee recommends that the Director of Finance complete a final analysis of the cost to open the Windsor Stadium in mid-November and if this cost is within the pre-approved target amount that the Windsor Stadium be opened for the fall ice season.

2007 Aims and Objectives Review


The Committee discussed the 2007 Parks and Recreation Aims and Objectives Review in detail.


The Committee recommends that the presented 2007 Aims and Objectives Review be approved.

2008 Aims and Objectives


The Committee discussed the proposed 2008 Parks and Recreation Aims and Objectives in detail.


The Committee recommends that the presented proposed 2008 Parks and Recreation Aims and Objectives be approved and forwarded to the Finance and Administration Committee for Budget deliberations.

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Director of Parks and Recreation advised that there will be an adult skate in the evening.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Cash Collections


The Committee reviewed the outstanding receivables as of October 31st, 2007.  Total receivables are $1.4 million – an increase of $33,400 (2.43%) over the same period last year.  Poll Tax collection year-to-date is $118,800 – a decrease of $11,900 (9.1%).


The Committee recommends that staff continue to pursue all outstanding arrears.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour as of week 43.  Labour is on par with the previous year.

Classification Requests


The Committee reviewed a number of classification requests and recommends that no changes be made.

EXCITE


The Committee reviewed the current leasing agreement with Help Desk Now.  The Committee agrees in principle with changing the lease to reflect new ownership, building use and operating costs.


The Committee recommends that staff negotiate new lease terms subject to satisfactory arrangements on arrears.

Junior Cataracts


The Committee received a request from the Junior Cataracts for funding and recommends that $500.00 be approved.

Gander Military


The Committee received a request for funding from the Gander Military Family Resource Centre for Christmas packages to be distributed to deployed members.


The Committee recommends that $500.00 be approved.

Northcliffe Drama Club


The Committee received a request from the Northcliffe Drama Club for funding for their Drama Festival registration fee. 


The Committee recommends that $400.00 be approved.

Exploits River Dancers


The Committee received a request from the Exploits River Dancers for funding for their Team Canada Atlantic Trade Mission.


The Committee recommends that $500.00 be approved.

Heritage Society


The Committee discussed the proposed Heritage Society log cabin project.  


The Committee recommends that the Director of Finance obtain the necessary financial information for Council’s review.

Amendment

      King\Finn


Be it resolved that the matter of the classification requests be removed from the Minutes and voted on separately.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated with the matter on the classification requests removed.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


Councillor Courtney expressed concern that Council was giving financial assistance to the Exploits River Dancers given they are a private company and Council has denied volunteer groups in the past.


Councillor Eisenhauer stated that in the Committee’s view, the Mission they were on was an Economic Development Mission that benefited Grand Falls-Windsor. 

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that the classification requests as presented by the Committee be approved.  This motion carried by a vote of 4-0 with Councillor Eisenhauer declaring herself in a perceived conflict of interest.


The following discretionary use was presented by Councillor King:-

Discretionary Use – 17 Harmsworth Drive


Notice is hereby given that the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor has received a home based business application for a hair salon at 17 Harmsworth Drive.  This type of development is considered a “Discretionary Use” for this use zone.


A notice was mailed to adjacent property owners and advertised in the local newspaper.  The Engineering Department did not receive any objections and if Council has no objections a business permit will be issued.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that the discretionary use for 17 Harmsworth Drive be approved as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0. 

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor Courtney congratulated the Mayor and Council and the Royal Canadian Legion on the successful recognition dinner for veterans.  


Councillor Courtney brought forward a complaint regarding indiscriminant dumping on New Bay Road as well as a request for a street light at the crosswalk by the Roman Catholic Church on Church Road.


Councillor Courtney also requested Council write a letter to our MHA requesting that the median be removed on the Trans Canada Highway.  It was agreed this would be discussed.


Councillor Eisenhauer reiterated congratulations regarding the November 11th dinner at the Royal Canadian Legion and suggested the Mayor request young soldiers be invited to sign the guest book at the Town Hall.


Councillor Finn requested the Town look at picking up litter, which is prevalent in Town and getting worse.


The Town Manager\Clerk conducted an election for Deputy Mayor.  Councillor King was nominated by Councillor Courtney, seconded by Councillor Eisenhauer.  Since there was only one (1) nomination, Councillor King was elected Deputy Mayor by acclamation.

Motion

      King\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M. Tuesday, December 4th, 2007.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:15 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

