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             MEETING #329

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH, 2007

PRESENT: Mayor:              Rex Barnes


         Deputy Mayor:  Robert King


         Councillors;
    Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn


         Staff:

    M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk




              B. Griffin, Director of Finance





    G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:  Councillor:        Barry Oake (Leave of Absence)


         Staff:                 J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





    D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of  Meeting #328 of Tuesday, November 13th, 2007.


It was noted that on page 3, Councillor Finn stated the trees on the boundary are not a hedge or a fence in his opinion.

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #328 of Tuesday, November 13th, 2007 would be adopted as circulated with the noted clarification.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Town Manager\Clerk advised that in the case of 39 Dunn Place there were two (2) orders, one (1) in 2004 and the appeal period has expired.  In the second order, an appeal was issued but the Town would be withdrawing the order.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $428,581.46.

Motion

     Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $428,581.46 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

CORRESPONDENCE


Correspondence was acknowledged from the 2005 Centennial Committee requesting a Council Member sit on the Scholarship Committee.  


The Mayor suggested interested Council Members call him.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Bell Group


The meeting with the Multi-Material Stewardship Board (MMSB) is going to be held during the first week of December.  The Business Development Officer is working out details with Mr. Gunasingh.

Newlab


Stephen Haggerty of Newlab will be meeting with a group of physicians interested in performing clinical trials.  The meetings will be held in Grand Falls-Windsor on November 23rd.

Assisted Living Conference


Central Health is interested in moving this project forward.  In January 2008 a new planning process will be started.

MUN Medical School Project


The Business Development Officer has been invited to a Stakeholders Meeting for the Killick Initiative, which is being hosted by Memorial University’s School of Medicine and Central Health.  This meeting is to discuss the Ambulatory Care Teaching Centre in Grand Falls-Windsor.

 
The Business Development Officer has confirmed a meeting with Dr. Rourke, Dean of Medicine with the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor Council on Thursday, November 22nd at 4:30 P.M.

Riverfront Development Plan – Review of Consultant’s Report


The Economic Development Officer presented a summary of the Consultant’s Report on the Riverfront Development Plan.  He will be meeting with representatives of ACOA and ITRD this week to discuss the report with them and to proceed with the next step in this process, accessing funding to have a consulting team conduct a comprehensive feasibility study done on this project.

Website Review – www.retiregfw.com

The Economic Development officer gave an overview of the status of this new website.  The Committee looked at the current work done and made several suggestions before the launch date of early December.  The final products will be reviewed by all Council before the site is officially launched.

Business Awards Update


The Economic Development Officer conducted a meeting of all of the sponsors for the Business Awards on November 14th.  The purpose of this meeting was to update the sponsors on the changes to the Business Awards and to gather input from them.  The Awards will take place on January 24th, 2008 with the deadline for nominations on January 4th, 2008.  The Committee is pleased with the support from other communities in the Region and encourages all citizens in the Exploits Valley to nominate a business or individual for one of the Awards.  Nomination forms may be found on the Town website or at the Town Hall, Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce office or the Business Development Bank offices on High Street.

MUN Student Connections


The Economic Development Officer was approached by a representative of Memorial University’s Student Connects Program.  Students Connections provides valuable enhanced resources for residents of Newfoundland and Labrador, particularly, for small and medium sized business owners who wish to apply technology to improve the competitiveness of their businesses.  They have inquired as to forming a partnership with the Town and utilizing space in the EXCITE building or somewhere else in Grand Falls-Windsor.  Student Connections is an Industry Canada Initiative.  The Economic Development Officer will follow up.

Motion

     Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Billboard Sign Regulations


The Committee reviewed the regulations submitted by staff addressing billboard signs.  The Committee recommends this be approved.


The Committee also discussed sign regulations in general and staff will be preparing detailed sign regulations in the New Year.  This will cover all types of signs including election, billboard, off-site, portable, temporary, permanent, etc…

No Parking Areas

(a) Lincoln Road near Beaumont Avenue intersection

The Committee reviewed the request for “No Parking” on Lincoln

     Road as per the attached drawing and recommends “No Parking’ signs

     be erected.

(b) Birch Street between Greenwood Avenue and Maple Avenue

 The Committee reviewed the request for “No Parking” as per the

     attached drawing and recommends that signs be erected stating “No

     Parking between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday to

     Friday’.

Correspondence – Doug Lynch


Mr. Lynch requested that the Town install a guide rail next to his property on 3 Sixteenth Avenue due to its proximity to the edge of the road.  There are numerous properties in Town that are as close or closer to the edge of the road.  The Committee’s position is that it is not the Town’s responsibility to erect or install a guide rail to protect the property in question.  


The Committee recommends the request be denied.

Request for Back Land – Kathryn Taylor-Musseau, 8 Dawe Crescent


The Committee reviewed the request for back land at 8 Dawe Crescent and recommends that the request be approved and land be sold as per policy.

Household Hazardous Waste Day Statistics


The Committee reviewed the collection statistics for the Household Hazardous Waste Day events.  The number of participants and the volume of material collected for 2007 is on par with previous years.


The Committee recommends that we continue with this program until the Regional Waste Management site is operational.

Correspondence – Bramwell Luscombe


The Committee reviewed the request from Mr. Luscombe to relocate a house to 17 Thirteenth Avenue.  The house will have new windows, siding, etc…


The Committee recommends that the request be approved.

Garbage Regulations


The Committee discussed the garbage regulations with respect to the maximum number of bags allowed per household.  There are situations where this maximum does create a problem for residents.


The Committee recommends that the regulations be changed and item 4(4) be removed.  The Committee still encourages residents to participate in waste reduction programs such as backyard composting and cardboard recycling.

Land Adjacent to the YMCA


There are five (5) lots available for development on the property adjacent to the YMCA.  Staff advertised the land last summer and through a lot draw, two (2) individuals were successful in obtaining two (2) lots each and one (1) person received one (1) lot.  One (1) individual who received two (2) lots has since withdrawn his intention to develop and the remaining developers have expressed interest in these lots.


The Committee recommends that there be a draw for the two (2) available lots.  There will be an Offer to Purchase signed and a deposit of ten percent (10%) required immediately.  The development of the first lot must commence prior to May 31st, 2008.  Development of the remaining lots must commence prior to June 30th, 2008.  If development does not commence, the lot can be sold to the other interested parties.

Clean-up Drop Off


The Saturday drop off at the Depot is working very well and participation rates are high.  On December 1st, there were seventy-two (72) vehicles that dropped material at the site.  


The Committee recommends that we continue this program as long as participation is acceptable.  If rates drop then the frequency of the event will be revisited.  The Committee also recommends that staff investigate the implementation of a bulk collection day.  This event will collect large bulk items as fridges, stoves, hot water tanks, etc…  Staff will report back to the Committee in early 2008.

Motion

     King\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.


Robert Wight spoke to the Exploits Regional Services Board on the situation of a cabin being constructed on Gull Lake within the protected watershed of the Exploits Regional Services Board.  He stated that the cabin belongs to Claude Janes.  Crown Lands Division gave approval to Claude Janes to occupy, however, no application was received by the Water Resources Division or by the Exploits Regional Services Board.  There has been documentation dating back to 1980 regarding the site.  It states that there shall be no new construction or transfer of ownership, a fact that Crown Lands were aware of but ignored.  The Water Resources Division recommends that the Exploits Regional Services Board recommend a resolution to the fate of the cabin and to any applicable measures.  Mr. Wight left the meeting at 7:40 P.M.

Adoption of Minutes


It was moved by Pleman Brown, seconded by Harold Edison to accept the Minutes from September 10th, 2007.  The motion carried unanimously.

Business Arising


The cabin at Gull Lake was discussed.  It was moved by Janice Eisenhauer, seconded Pleman Brown that “The Exploits Regional Services Board recommends that the cabin owned by Claude Janes be removed from the protected watershed.  Letters of our recommendation to be sent to the Department of Environment and Conservation, Water Resources Division and a copy to Crown Lands Division.  A letter stating the position of the Exploits Regional Services Board also be sent to Claude Janes”.  The motion carried unanimously.  The Operations Manager recommended that a s soon as each municipality ratifies the motion to forward notification, in order to expedite the process.

Disbursement Report


It was moved by Harold Edison, seconded by Pleman Brown that the disbursement report be accepted.  The motion carried unanimously.

Operations Report


The Board reviewed the Operations Report as presented.  Highlights of the report are as follows:-


All water reports presented showed water produced met Drinking Water Guidelines.


The 2008 Exploits Regional Services Board Budget was presented.  A major highlight of the budget is the reduction of chemical costs due to utilizing more stringent control and different chemicals in the process.  The budget totaling $870,181.00 is only $2,500.00 more than two (2) years ago.  It was moved by Harold Edison, seconded Pleman Brown that the 2008 Budget be accepted as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.


A tentative Agreement has been accepted by the local Union for the Exploits Regional Services Board.  Some of the highlights of the Agreement is a $0.70/$0.50/$0.40 raise for three (3) years and an early retirement package of $1,000.00 per month or $750.00 per month plus insurance until the age of sixty-five (65) for the full-time landfill employees, in the event of site closure.  It was moved by Janice Eisenhauer, seconded Harold Edision that the Collective Agreement be accepted as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.


The Town Manager\Clerk of Grand Falls-Windsor and the Operations Manager have contacted CH2M Hill regarding a study of the chlorine residuals for the Exploits Regional Services Board.  They have recommended that we purchase an UV absorbance meter and collect data on our water.  UV absorbance has a direct correlation with Total Organic Carbon (TOC) which is the major consumer of free chlorine in water.  The Exploits Regional Services Board has purchased a meter for $1,600.00 and will begin testing.


Clarion Performance – The clarion coagulant is continuing to perform as well as expected, lowering the finished water turbidity and colours as it did during the first month of trials.  Also, using data from the last five (5) months, it has reduced chemical costs by $8.60/million litres or 22%.  This would translate into an annual savings of $47,500.00  in chemical costs.


The landfill permit to operate has been issued by the Department of Environment and has been received.  A requirement from Environment is to drill three (3) wells and have a consultant provide engineering for the first set of tests.  The Exploits Regional Services Board will review the requirements and process.

New Business


The next meeting will be held at 7:00 P.M., Monday, January 14th, 2008 at Peterview.

Motion 

      Eisenhauer\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


Councillor Courtney applauded the Committee on the cabin issue in the watershed area.

BY ELECTION

Motion

     King\Courtney


Be it resolved that the election for a vacancy on Council be held on January 29th, 2008 with a Nomination Day on January 8th, 2008.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

BUDGET – 2008


Councillor Eisenhauer, Chairman of the Finance and Administration Committee presented the 2008 Budget for approval.

Motion

     Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the 2008 Budget for the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor Courtney congratulated Council and staff on the preparation of the 2008 Budget.


Councillor Finn referred to the information he circulated on roundabouts and hoped Council would investigate this in the New Year.


Councillor Finn reviewed the retirement website and informed Council that there is valuable information which can be retrieved from this site.


Councillor Finn also noted that the power failed in the stadium and the emergency lighting on the “Home’ side of the building did not come on.


Councillor Eisenhauer thanked staff for their work in preparing the Budget.


Councillor Courtney requested that Rogers Cable be contacted and be requested to continue to broadcast Council Meetings.


All Councillors expressed Season Greetings to all citizens and Best Wishes for the New Year.


Mayor Barnes requested that a letter be sent to the Department of Works, Services and Transportation asking that they investigate the screening process for sand.  

Motion

     King\Courtney


Be it resolved that Council write the Minister of Transportation and Works and request further investigation into the size of sand and salt used on the highways.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, January 22nd 2008.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

