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         MEETING #330

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, JANUARY 22ND, 2008

PRESENT:  Mayor:
      Rex Barnes


     
Deputy Mayor:  Robert King



Councillors:       Jim Courtney, Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn



Staff:

      M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





      J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





      D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





      B. Griffin, Director of Finance





      G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:    Councillor:
      Barry Oake (Leave of Absence)


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #329 of Tuesday, December 11th, 2007.

Motion

     Eisenhauer\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #329 of Tuesday, December 11th, 2007 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Mayor advised that the representative on the Centennial Committee Scholarship Committee will be the Mayor.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of 293,261.21.

Motion

     Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $293,261.21 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Capital


The attached Gas Tax list of projects was received as approved in the last Council meeting.  These funds are one hundred percent (100%) Federal Grants and will permit $678,265 invested in street construction and reconstruction in 2008 and a total of $1,615,739 over the next three (3) years.


The Town Manager\Clerk presented the list of projects for the 2008 to 2010 Multi-Year Funding applications.  This funding agreement is on a 50\50 cost-shared basis.  The list attached to the Minutes totals $3,011,737 invested in municipal infrastructure in all departments in 2008 and a total of $7,934,898 over the next three (3) years.  Council’s commitment in 2008 will be $1,505,868.  The Committee recommends approval of the three (3) year funding application.


Staff also presented a list of miscellaneous capital projects which will be one hundred percent (100%) funded by Council.  The list of twenty-six (26) projects which includes light vehicle replacement, heavy equipment attachments, furniture, etc…  The list totaled $485,000 and staff were directed to reduce the list to the targeted $400,000.

Heritage Society


The Committee recommends that the Director of Finance compile the most recent information on the revised scope of the proposed “Heritage Centre” and its operations.  This new information will be discussed at the next Committee of the Whole meeting and Council will evaluate whether it will be the applicant for the funds to construct the Centre.

Centennial Gazebo


The Centennial Committee has budgeted $35,000 for the gazebo project.  It was agreed that staff would meet with the Centennial Committee and discuss how this project would proceed.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that the revised capital list of $402,000 would be approved.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Town Representative for Central Newfoundland Waste Management Authority


The Town of Grand Falls-Windsor has to appoint a member of Council to represent our community on the Central Newfoundland Waste Management Authority.  This is a recommendation only as the Minister has to make this formal appointment.


The Committee recommends that Councillor Courtney be recommended as our representative.

Clean-Up Order

a. 39 Dunn Place

The Committee recommends that the clean-up order be addressed.  

     The vehicle and temporary structure must be removed.  The issue of 

     visibility, due to the tree line will be addressed in the spring through 

     possible thinning and or removal.

b. 4 Coronation Street

The Committee asked staff to contact the owner to determine the

     schedule for completion of the building on Whitmore Street and 4

     Coronation Street.

Request for Crown Land – Kirk Warford, 23 Peddle Drive


The Committee discussed the request from Mr. Warford and recommends that the request be approved.

Training Provided by Central Training Academy


Central Training Academy of Badger provided, free of charge, approximately $3,000.00 worth of training to our staff in the area of “Power Line Hazards” and “Confined Space Entry”.


Our Supervisor of Engineering and Works wrote the Academy and thanked them for their contribution.

Correspondence – Rod & Kim Rideout, 54 Sullivan Street


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Mr. & Mrs. Rideout.  The land in question is part of the parcel that will be turned over to the Town by Abitibi.  Pricing for the land will be discussed and determined at that time.


The Committee recommends that the Rideout’s be permitted to leave their shed on the site until a final decision is made.

Crown Land Request – Tracey Winsor, 56 Pondview Drive


The Committee discussed this request and will require more information on why this land is necessary when they already own a large section of property.  Also, the Committee discussed the issue of road paving as part of the approval for residential development.


The Committee recommends that staff obtain more information on why the property is required and a commitment to pave the section of Pondview Drive in front of the Winsor’s property.  The Committee will then review the matter prior to any approval being granted.

Correspondence – Government Services, TCH Landfill Close Out


Last spring, staff contacted Multi-Materials Stewardship Board and Government Services concerning procedures and funding for close out costs of our landfill.  Staff received the response from Government Services in December and will follow-up on the closure plan assessment in the spring.

Snow Removal – Cul-de-sacs


The Committee discussed the issue of removing snow from cul-de-sacs.  Snow is plowed to the center and not to the curb.  This does assist residents by not having the windrow in front of their property but it is also as expense for Council when the snow has to be trucked away.  Snow problems arise on smaller cul-de-sacs when residents remove all snow from their driveways and put it in the center of the cul-de-sac.


The Committee recommends that staff monitor the problem areas and if necessary, the Committee will revisit this method of snow clearing.

Crown Land Request – Dave Alcock


The Committee reviewed the request from Mr. Alcock for Crown Land on Grenfell Heights to construct a residence.


The Committee recommends this be approved.

House for Sale on Richmond Street


There is a house for sale on Richmond Street that if purchased by the Town, could be removed and eliminate the dead end for Richmond Street and Moore Street.


The Committee supports this idea and recommends it be addressed by the Finance and Administration Committee.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Correspondence – Derek Dalley\Terry Goulding Hockey School


The Committee discussed a request for summer ice in August 2008 to run a summer hockey school.  The Committee noted that capital construction will be ongoing on the Windsor Stadium and it will be difficult to guarantee the building’s availability.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied due to Windsor Stadium capital construction.

Correspondence – South and Central Health Foundation


The Committee discussed correspondence from the South and Central Health Foundation requesting the Town’s partnership in a Charity Hockey Challenge to raise money for priority equipment for the Central Newfoundland Regional Health Center.


The Committee recommends that this request be approved and that the Director work out the necessary details with the game organizers.

Correspondence – Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce requesting the Town’s sponsorship of the Annual Trade Show as done in previous years.


The Committee recommends that this request be approved and the Town commit the same sponsorship as last year.

Correspondence – Community Capital Grant Program Update


The Committee received correspondence from the Director of Recreation and Sport Division advising that the Town will not receive any funding under the 2007\08 Community Capital Grant Program.  The Department had applied for a $10,000 grant to resurface the Centennial field tennis courts.

Occupational Health and Safety Inspection Branch Directives


The Committee discussed two (2) directives received from Occupational Health and Safety Inspection Branch with respect to an anonymous complaint about worker noise safety.


The Town Manager\Clerk advised the Committee that this issue is being addressed with the appropriate authorities.

Christmas Tree Lighting Exchange Program Update


The Committee reviewed the Christmas Tree Lighting Exchange Program held during the annual Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony.  The event was sponsored by Newfoundland Power, the Provincial Government and the Town.  Approximately one hundred (100) sets of LED lights were exchanged.  It was noted that the electrical bill was reduced from $979 in 2006 to $103.24 in 2007.

Correspondence – Donnini’s High School Hockey Co-ordinator


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Donnini’s High School Hockey Co-ordinator thanking the Parks and Recreation Staff for their assistance during the Donnini Tournament.

Hospitality Room Request – Sparkling Blades Figure Skating Club\EVMHA


The Committee discussed a request from the Sparkling Blades Figure Skating Club and the Exploits Valley Minor Hockey Association to use the Hospitality Room for Special Events and Tournaments for all ages.  The Director has met with both groups and the groups are prepared to implement the necessary supervision and security to ensure the safety and upkeep of the Room during these events.


The Committee recommends that the Sparkling Blades Figure Skating Club and the Exploits Valley Minor Hockey Association be permitted to use the Hospitality Room for Special Events and Tournaments under the supervision and security directives.

Windsor Stadium Fall Opening Operations Report


The Committee discussed the Windsor Stadium Fall Opening Operations.


The Director will have a full report on the Windsor Stadium Fall Opening Operations with respect to ice time utilization and cost at the next Committee meeting.

2008 Recreation NL Annual Conference and General Meeting


The Director updated the Committee on the 2008 Recreation Newfoundland and Labrador Annual Conference and General Meeting which will be held at Grand Falls-Windsor from May 21st-24th, 2008.  The Director is Co-Chairman of the Conference and up to one hundred and twenty (120) delegates are expected to attend the event.

2008 Winterlude Update


The Committee discussed plans for Winterlude which will be held 

from February 15th-18th, 2008.  Any group or individual who wish to organize an event are advised to contact the Parks and Recreation Department by January 31st, 2008.

Community Enhancement Employment Program Grant


The Director informed the Committee that the Department has received a Community Enhancement Employment Program Grant in the amount of $45,250 to complete work at the Scott Avenue Ski Trails.  This project will employ twelve (12) people for ten (10) weeks each and will run from December 9th, 2007 to March 6th, 2008.

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Director of Parks and Recreation informed Council that even though it is possible for Grand Falls-Windsor to get two (2) $10,000.00 Provincial Capital Grants, the Town did not get a grant at all.  It was agreed that both MHA’s would be contacted.


Councillor Finn expressed concern that the restrictions on the use of the Hospitality Room were too strict and the “over 19” should be removed.


Councillor Courtney explained that there has to be restriction and the recommendation by the Committee should stand.


Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Cash Collection


The Committee reviewed the cash collections for 2007.  As of December 31st, 2007 total taxes receivable were $933,200 ($977,100 – 2006), a decrease of $43,900 (4.5%).  The Committee was pleased with these results and commends staff for their efforts in reducing outstanding arrears.  The Committee reviewed poll tax collection for 2007.  Total poll tax for 2007 was $129,400 ($155,100 – 2006), a decrease of $25,700 (16.5%).  The difference pertains to the amounts received from Social Services.  


The Committee recommends that staff contact the Provincial Government to collect poll tax amounts outstanding.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The Committee reviewed correspondence from the Town of Bishop’s Falls concerning outstanding arrears for the Exploits Regional Services Board.  It is anticipated that this amount will be paid by January 31st, 2008.  It is noted that the animal control account has been paid in full.


The Committee recommends that the Director of Finance advise of any changes in this account.

PSAB


The Director of Finance advised the Committee of implications of PSAB 3150 – Accounting for Tangible Capital Assets.


The Committee recommends that the Director of Finance begin general inventory of all municipal capital assets in conjunction with all other departments.  The Committee also recommends that the Director of Finance update Council as to the progress of this task.

EXCITE Lease


The Committee reviewed the current outstanding balances with regards to the EXCITE building.  


The Committee recommends that the revised lease be forwarded to the tenants for signing.

Capital Requests


Capital requests were deferred to the Committee of the Whole.

Food Bank


The Committee received a request from the Food Bank for assistance in relocation.  It is noted that the Food Bank has already relocated.  This issue has been deferred to a future meeting.

Small Tools and Equipment Review


The Director of Finance advised the Committee that an internal review of small tools and equipment will be conducted.  


The Committee recommends that all departments co-operate with this review and the Director of Finance report on the outcome.

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed the labour costs for 2007.  Total labour for the year was $1,944,000 ($1,837,000 – 2006).  This amount was in line with the Budget.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Council Committee Structure – 2008

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Council Committee Structure as presented for 2008 would be adopted.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

OTHER BUSINESS

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that in the matter of the Hospitality Room at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium, that the policy state that the coffee shop be promoted as the first choice for all stadium rentals, but the Hospitality Room also be available.  This motion defeated by a vote of 3-2 with Mayor Barnes, Deputy Mayor King and Councillor Courtney voting nay.


Councillor Courtney expressed concern that the speed limit on the Trans Canada Highway through Bishop’s Falls is reduced to 70 kilometers per hour, while the same Department will not allow an exit off Duggan Street.



Councillor Courtney also reminded all that the advance poll is on Saturday, January 26th, 2008.


Councillor Eisenhauer applauded Public Works for the great job on snowclearing.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, February 12th, 2008.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

