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MEETING #331

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH, 2008

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Councillors:
     Roger Barnett, Jim Courtney, 

     Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Deputy Mayor:  Robert King


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #330 of Tuesday, January 22nd, 2008.


On page 7, Councillor Eisenhauer stated that patrons should be given the option of using the Coffee Shop or the Hospitality Room.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Courtney


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #330 of Tuesday, January 22nd, 2008 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of

5-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Mayor informed Council that the MHA’s have not been approached regarding the lack of funding for Community Grants.  A letter will be sent this week. 

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $216,206.13.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $216,206.13 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Convention\Marketing Initiative 2008


The Economic Development Officer reported on an initiative to combine an application for funding for a new Town website, community profile and collateral materials for 2008.  In addition, included in this initiative will be a separate project to contract out to the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce, Convention\Special Events Marketing for 2008.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer pursue this application process and report back to the Committee the status.

Business Awards


The Economic Development Officer reported that another very successful Business Awards was held on January 24th.  Over one hundred and seventy five (175) business leaders were in attendance, as well as Grand Falls-Windsor native Ed Martin, President and CEO of NL Hydro, the guest speaker.  The Awards were regional for the first time and were very well received.

Riverfront Development Application Update


The Economic Development Officer reported that a request by ACOA has been submitted to supply letters of support from the local groups that took place in the initial consultation process in October.  He will be speaking with the Supervisor involved in this process to try and speed the process along.

Retiregfw.com Update


The Economic Development Officer presented an update on traffic to the new website.  From November 25th, 2007 to January 28th, 2008, there have been over seven hundred (700) visits to the site with over 3,600 page views.  Visitors have been identified as being from communities such as St. John’s, Mount Pearl, Toronto, Edmonton, etc…  We will receive quarterly reports on traffic and track its progress over the coming months.

MUN Student Connections Program


The Economic Development Officer reported that representatives from MUN and the College of the North Atlantic have been in contact with each other and have agreed to arrange a schedule to bring Student Connections to Grand Falls-Windsor.  Once an appropriate schedule has been decided Student Connections will offer professional training to small and medium size businesses in Grand Falls-Windsor and the surrounding area.

HNL Convention


The Economic Development Officer and the Chair of Economic Development will be attending this Provincial Tourism Convention in Gander from February 14th-17th.  It will be an opportunity to network with various tourism operators and receive professional development training.

Post-Secondary Meeting with Minister of Education


Representatives of MUN and the College of the North Atlantic have been meeting for the last couple of months preparing a long-term plan for increased course offerings at the College as well as a larger presence by MUN here in Grand Falls-Windsor.


The Post-Secondary Committee will meet with those representatives to review the plan before a meeting with the Minister of Education is arranged.

Foreign Direct Investment Training


The Economic Development officer presented a letter from the Economic Development Officer of Mount Pearl concerning a two-day session on Foreign Direct Investment.  It will be held in St. John’s from February 26th-27th.  The Economic Development Officer will check into the specifics of the training and may register.

Other Business

Best Practices Mission – A Best Practices Mission on riverfront development will be held in South Carolina lead by ACOA in early March.  As the Economic Development Officer and Chair are not available for this trip due to other commitments at that time, the Director of Engineering will be asked to look into the possibility of his attending the trip on behalf of Council.

Sponsorship Requests – Separate requests for financial support were received.  One from Career Connections to support their Job Fair in April and the other from the ACE (Advancing Canadian Entrepreneurship) group of students at the College of the North Atlantic for an entrepreneurial event called ACE AXE to be held at the College on February 16th.


The Committee recommends that a donation of $50.00 for each group be approved.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Adoption of Zoning Amendment No. 2 – Station Road

Commercial General to Commercial Downtown


The zoning amendment No. 2 was advertised in the local paper and there were no comments received.


The Committee recommends adoption of this amendment.

Speed Limit – Scott Avenue


The Committee discussed the speed limit for Scott Avenue and recommends that the posted limit be 60 km per hour from Carmelite Road to Harmsworth Drive and 80 km per hour from Harmsworth Drive to the Trans Canada Highway overpass.

Correspondence – Sutherland Investments


The Committee discussed the request from Sutherland Investments for development of the former Stan Dawe site on Scott Avenue.  The Committee agrees with the proposal in principle but the present Zoning regulations do not allow for this type of development.  


The Committee recommends that the Zoning Regulations for “Commercial Downtown” be modified to add “Light Industry” as a discretionary use.  Any cost associated with this change would have to be paid by the proponent.  The costs will be minimal because it is a text change only.  When this amendment is complete, the proposal will then be addressed as a discretionary use.

Correspondence – Thruway Ltd.


The Committee discussed the request from Thruway Ltd. for permission to use the property in front of their present building on Duggan Street.


The Committee recommends approval of an area smaller than that requested.  Staff will discuss with Thruway Ltd. to determine the exact area.  Thruway Ltd. will be responsible for all legal work to have an agreement drafted.  As compensation for use of the property, Thruway Ltd. will be responsible to maintain all property between their boundary and the right of way for Cromer Avenue and Duggan Street.   

Correspondence – Tom Pinsent


The Committee discussed the response from Mr. Pinsent concerning his property development on Whitmore Street.  This development is being delayed until the spring of 2008 which also causes delays in completing the order to reduce his building size at #4 Coronation Street.


The Committee is disappointed that this Order has not yet been completed but due to the early winter is recommending another extension until spring to have all work completed.  Staff will inform Mr. Pinsent of the decision and new time lines.

Request – Colin Power – Don Cherry’s Drive-thru


The Committee discussed the request from Colin Power to install a drive-thru at Don Cherry’s at #2A Pinsent Drive.


Due to the parking limitations and the required spaces not being available, the Committee recommends the request be denied.

Royal Canadian Legion Parking


The Committee discussed the e-mail from Councillor Finn concerning parking for events at the Legion and recommends staff discuss this situation with the Legion Executive.

Name Request  -  Cul-de-sac in Ridgewood Subdivision


A request was received for a name for the cul-de-sac in Ridgewood Subdivision and the Committee recommends that the name be “Kennedy Place”.  This is after the late John L. Kennedy who worked on roads in the former Town of Windsor and Kenmore Drive was originally called Kennedy’s Avenue.

Correspondence – Edwards and Hennessey Tenant’s Association


The Committee discussed the correspondence and recommends that staff consider this situation when providing service.

13 Richmond Street and Land at 64 Main Street


The Town now has ownership of the house at #13 Richmond Street.  The house is now being advertised to be removed from the site.


The Town has a parcel of land on Main Street and the Committee recommends this be offered for sale as a possible site for relocating the house.

Motion

      Courtney\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

Committee of the Whole


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Central Waste Presentation


The Mayor welcomed Alan Scott, Chairperson of the Central Newfoundland Waste Management Committee as well as Mayor Claude Elliott, Central Director of Municipalities Newfoundland and Labrador and Ed Evans, Manager of the Central Newfoundland Waste Management Committee.  Mr. Evans gave a presentation on how the waste management facility in Norris Arm would work as well as the governance model for the Board of Directors.  The presentation was very informative and is attached to these Minutes.

Heritage Log Home Project


There was considerable discussion regarding the Heritage Log Home Project.  It was agreed a meeting would be arranged with ACOA, the Department of Tourism and the Heritage Society to discuss the building and the operational plan.

Golf Course Project


It was agreed that the Town Staff meet with the Golf Course Executive to discuss their request for refinancing an existing loan and cost sharing a new roof for the clubhouse.  Council expressed a willingness to assist, but more dialogue.

Minimum Wage Submission


It was agreed that Council would make the position that the minimum wage has to be increased, but care has to be taken to consider the concerns of small businesses.

Taxi Regulations


The following amendments were approved by Council to the Taxi Regulations:-


The following was added to Section 35:-


35 (a)  An owner may enter into an agreement to transport 



 passengers, for or on behalf of an agency, business or 


           Government Department, on a regular daily basis and at



 a rate not approved in Schedule “A”.  A copy of such an



 agreement shall be filed with the Town Manager\Clerk.


    (b)  a vehicle used for purposes described in Regulation 35 (a)

                     shall be exempt from using a taxi meter.


Regulation 20 (4) is repealed and substituted with the following wording:-


20 (4)  The taxi inspector may grant a grace period of thirty (30)



  days to allow a holder to change the color of a taxi cab to a 



  color that is approved by Council.

Exploits Valley High


It was agreed that Council would write a letter of support for the School Council’s position on capital funding for Woodland Primary and the gymnasium for Exploits Valley High.

Motion

      Courtney\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Barnett, the Town Manager\Clerk explained that the decision of the Committee of the Whole had to be ratified in a public meeting, but could be enforced prior to.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Town Manager\Clerk advised that ACOA and the Department of Tourism have agreed to a meeting regarding the Heritage Log Home.  A date has yet to be set.


 A meeting has been held with the Golf Course and dialogue is continuing on how the clubhouse roof can be dealt with.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Windsor Stadium Fall Opening Financial Report


The Director of Finance presented a Windsor Stadium Fall Opening Financial Report.  The net projected loss for the seven (7) weeks of operation was $3,690.  It was noted that Grand Falls-Windsor rentals utilized an average of fifteen (15) hours per week and there was only a thirty five percent (35%) utilization rate of the Windsor Stadium for December month.

Stadium Advertising


The Committee discussed Stadiums advertising with respect to staff responsibility and billing procedure.


The Committee recommends that all Stadium advertising be co-ordinated through the Director of Parks and Recreation and the Economic Development Officer and that all billing be done in January of each year.

Correspondence – Exploits Minor Soccer Association


The Committee discussed two (2) letters of correspondence from the Exploits Minor Soccer Association.  The first letter from a soccer coach requested that a new soccer field be constructed.  The Committee discussed the correspondence and noted that there are no plans to construct a new soccer field at the present time.  The second letter received consisted of a proposal to host several Provincial Soccer Tournaments this summer and a request to complete renovations at the Centennial Field Clubhouse.


The Committee recommends that the Department provide a letter of support for the tournaments proposals and that the Director meet with the Association to obtain further information regarding the request for clubhouse renovations.

Community Enhancement Employment Program Funding


The Committee discussed a memorandum from the Director with respect to receiving additional funding of $20,538.90 under the Community Enhancement Employment Program.  In total, the Department will receive $45,538.90 to employ twelve (12) workers for ten (10) weeks each.  The Director noted that the additional funding was a result of efforts by MHA Susan Sullivan.



The Committee recommends that a letter of thanks be sent to MHA Sullivan for her support in this matter.

Correspondence – 2008 Communities In Bloom National Edition


The Committee discussed correspondence received regarding an invitation to participate in the 2008 National Edition of Communities In Bloom.


The Committee recommends that the Town participate in the 2008 Communities In Bloom Edition in the Friends category.

Correspondence – Sparkling Blades Figure Skating Club


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Sparkling Blades Figure Skating Club requesting a donation of ice time for the Provincial Synchronized Figure Skating Championships to be held on February 8th and 9th at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.


The Committee noted that the Town currently provides a subsidy of approximately $8,000 per year for ice time under the First Time Free Skaters Program.  The Department will also be providing in-kind labour and materials required for the Championships.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

2007 Year End Stadium Monthly\Yearly Reports


The Committee reviewed the 2007 Year End Stadium Monthly\Yearly Reports.  With the exception of the Fall Opening of the Windsor Stadium all event revenues and attendance, ice and other event rentals, and hours rented and utilization were on target with the projected amounts.


The Committee also did a comparative review of Stadium Year-End Reports for 2007 to 2003.  The 2007 total were comparable to the previous years and within the previous amounts.

Correspondence – Ladies Volleyball Team


The Committee discussed correspondence forwarded requesting funding for a Ladies Volleyball Team to participate in the Senior Provincial Volleyball Championships.  It was noted that no funding is provided for travel for this request under the existing Department Budget.  It was also noted that the Town is a co-sponsor of the Senior Provincials.


The Committee recommends that this request be denied.

Canada Summer Jobs – 2008


The Committee discussed correspondence received from the Exploits Valley Development Association.  Due to Summer Student Job Program problems last year the Exploits Valley Development Association will no longer be applying for and administering the Town Summer Student Program.


The Committee recommends that the Exploits Valley Development Association be sent a letter of thanks for their assistance and support of the Town’s Summer Student Program over the last several years.


The Director attended an information session on the 2008 revised Canada Summer Job Program and will seek out a new non-profit partner to administer the Summer Student Program.  The Director noted that due to application and program uncertainty the 2008 Summer Student Program could be costly to the Town.

2008 Winterlude Update


The Director presented the final schedule of events for the 2008 Winterlude.  This year’s Winterlude has close to twenty-five (25) events over four (4) days.


The Committee invites all residents to participate in the many Winterlude activities.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium 60th Anniversary Celebrations


The Director informed the Committee that the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium 60th Anniversary Celebrations will be kicked off on Saturday, February 23rd, 2008 which will mark the 60th Anniversary of the first week of operation of the Stadium.  Various events will be held throughout the year with the official celebrations to be held on Saturday, November 22nd, 2008.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Revised Building Rental Contract and Building Specifications


The Committee discussed a draft of the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Revised Building Contract and Specifications will be discussed by the Committee upon completion.

Heritage Murals


The Director informed the Committee that work to provide protective covering for the heritage murals will be completed in the next few weeks.  The murals will be permanently displayed at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium and will be unveiled as part of the opening of the Stadium 60th Anniversary Celebrations.

Windsor Stadium Score Clock Update


The Director informed the Committee that information is being compiled with respect to a new score clock for the Windsor Stadium.  A public bid proposal for sponsorship of the new score clock similar to the Joe Byrne Memorial Score Clock Proposal will be offered when all the details are finalized.

Adventure Riding Club Update


The Director informed the Committee that he would be meeting with representatives of the Adventure Riding Club on Wednesday, February 6th, 2008 with respect to the Club’s previous correspondence.  The Club 

representatives have requested that they be invited to attend the next Committee meeting to discuss their long-term goals.

Motion

      Courtney\Barnett


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, Councillor Courtney informed Council that a more professional building specification and revised contract documents are being developed.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Budget Consultations


The Committee discussed the budget consultations scheduled for February 8th, 2008 (this session was postponed).  Items for consideration were municipal operating grants, infrastructure capital, HST, payroll tax, forestry initiatives and economic development support.  


The Committee recommends that the Chairperson meet with the Director of Finance & HR to prepare Council’s submission.

Heritage Centre


The Committee reviewed a request from ACOA to consider the Town applying for establishment of a heritage property (log cabin).  The Committee supports the concept of this Centre, however, expressed concern with plans to have this open year-round.  


The Committee recommends that this issue be referred to the Committee of the Whole.

Grand Falls Golf Club


The Committee reviewed a request from the Grand Falls Golf Club for funding for roof renovations and loan guarantee assistance.  

After a brief discussion, the Committee recommends that this issue be addressed by the Committee of the Whole.

Asset Management


The Director of Finance & HR requested permission for the Director of Finance & HR and the Manager of Information Systems to attend the Canadian Asset Management Planning for Sustainable Infrastructure Conference in Toronto in April 2008.


The Committee recommends that this be approved.

Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation


The Committee reviewed correspondence from the Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation to reinstate the amount of funding for the Zone Board offices to $5,400 per year.


The Committee recommends that this be approved.

Pension Plan


The Director of Finance & HR presented the balances of the pension plan for the year ended 2007.  As at December 31st, 2007 the Town has $8.4 million under pension management.  The Director of Finance & HR advised the Committee that an actuarial valuation will be completed for the Defined Benefit Plan as at December 31st, 2007 as per pension legislation.

Exploits Regional Services Board


The Director of Finance & HR advised the Committee of the amount of arrears for the Exploits Regional Services Board.


The Committee recommends that the Mayor and staff meet with appropriate people to resolve this issue.

EXCITE Centre


The Committee reviewed the historical financial details of the EXCITE Centre.  Since the project began in 2001, there have been no net costs incurred by the Town.  As of December 31st, 2007, the original loan of $1.3 million has been reduced to $878,000.

YMCA


The Committee reviewed the audited financial statements from the YMCA for 2006.  The financial results were very positive.  Concern was expressed regarding the need for the Municipal Operating Grant provided to the YMCA.  


The Committee recommends that staff review the 2007 financial statements when they become available.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.

By-Election

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Barnett


Be it resolved that the by-election to replace Councillor Oake will be held on March 18th, 2008. 

OTHER BUSINESS


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, the Mayor advised that a request was made to meet with the President and CEO of Abitibi-Bowaters, but a formal meeting with all Council was not possible due to time constraints.


Councillor Finn expressed the urgency of writing the letter to the Minister of Education supporting the school system improvements in Grand Falls-Windsor.


Councillor Eisenhauer requested that the Bud Light banner be taken down after the Cataract games and replaced for the games.  


Councillor Eisenhauer requested that the Recreation Department ensure recycling bins are placed in the Stadiums.


Councillor Eisenhauer also expressed concern that parking around the Anglican Church is causing problems for residents and emergency response vehicles may be impeded.


Councillor Courtney advised Council that the house at #13 Richmond Street has been negotiated for sale as well as a building lot on Main Street.

Motion

      Courtney\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the sale of the house at #13 Richmond Street be approved at $15,500 and the building lot on Main Street be sold for $20,000.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


Councillor Courtney congratulated the Rotary Club and Barry Bartlett in organizing a hockey game which raised money for equipment at the hospital.


Councillor Barnett thanked his family for their support, all of his supporters and Council and senior staff for their help after the election.

Motion

      Courtney\Finn


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, March 4th, 2008.  This motion carried by a vote of 5-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

