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MEETING #332

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, MARCH 4TH, 2008

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Robert King



Councillors:
     Roger Barnett, Jim Courtney,





     Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn



Staff:                 M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer



     


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #331 of Tuesday, February 12th, 2008.


It was noted that on page 4 “spring of 2009” should be “2008”.

Motion

     Eisenhauer\Barnett


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #331 of Tuesday, February 12th, 2008 would be adopted as circulated with the noted change.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


None.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $129,779.26.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\King


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $129,779.26 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

CORRESPONDENCE


Correspondence was acknowledged from the Lung Association regarding the banning of smoking in cars with children.  

Motion

     Eisenhauer\Barnett


Be it resolved that Council support a Provincial ban on smoking in cars with children present and send a letter of support for their effort.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Riverfront Development Funding Application Status


The Economic Development Officer has spoken with Mary Taylor-Ash, Assistant Deputy Minister of Tourism with the Province and Chris Tulk, Tourism Officer with the Department of Tourism in Gander on our application.  The application was forwarded to their Department by ACOA for comments, as is the usual procedure with these types of applications.  They both indicated that the application was a valid one and didn’t foresee any problems from their end.  Letters of support have been forwarded from several local groups to ACOA as per their request.  The Economic Development Officer will continue to follow up with the Account Manager on this and encourage a speedy decision on this matter. 

Exploits Valley Tourism Association – Wild & Free Guide


 The Economic Development Officer has met with the Board of the Exploits Valley Tourism Association on the progress of the Wild & Free Tourism Guide for 2008.  He has offered his assistance on this product and will work with the Executive Director to help out with the production of the Guide.

Marketing Initiative 2008- Update


The Economic Development Officer reported that the application has been completed to ACOA for funding of this initiative.  It will include a new Town website, community profile and a project with the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce.  There was discussion on the overlap between this application and the Central Tourism marketing initiative.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer inquire as to whether this application for funding (Convention\Special Events Project with the Chamber of Commerce) might impact on any potential funding for the Central Tourism funding application.  He will report back to the Committee his findings.

HNL Convention


The Economic Development Officer and Councillor Eisenhauer attended this Provincial Tourism Convention in Gander from February 14th-17th.  It was an opportunity to network with various tourism operators and to receive professional development training.


The Committee does recommend that future attendance at this event be determined on a yearly basis so as to take advantage of the opportunities at the Convention or elsewhere.

Newlab Research


Newlab Research will be setting up in Grand Falls-Windsor to engage the local medical community in running clinical trials.  The result will create 8-10 life science positions over the next 12-18 months.  A press release by Newlab will be held in Grand Falls-Windsor this month.

Assisted Living Conference


In partnership with Central Health, the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor will be organizing and hosting an Assisted Living Conference.  A joint press release between the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor and Central Health will be announcing the event in February.  This half-day conference will be in May 2008.

Memorial University School of Medicine, Centre for Rural Medicine


Council should discuss becoming a funding partner in the development of a business plan\study for having a MUN Medical School presence in the community.  The objective of the business plan\study is to define how Memorial University School of Medicine can have a permanent School of Rural Medicine in Grand Falls-Windsor.

Bell Group


Mr. Gunasingh of the Bell Group will be coming to Newfoundland in early March.  His objective is to secure a long-term supply of PET from the Multi-Materials Stewardship Board.  This is a very important step in getting a facility set up in Bishop’s Falls.

Motion

      Finn\Barnett


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Adventure Riding Club – Meeting and Correspondence


The representatives of the Adventure Riding Club presented a proposal for a Show Ground Facility for Horse Shows.  Such a facility would enable the Club to hold at least two (2) Provincial Horse Shows per year in Town and would be the only facility in Central NL.  The Committee discussed the proposal and agrees with the concept.  The preferred location would be at the Salmon Festival campgrounds site.  It was agreed that staff and the Club representatives visit the site in the spring and a cost estimate of the proposal be completed by the Director. 


The Club representatives were excused from the meeting at 1:35 

P.M.


The Committee recommends a cost estimate for the proposal and research be compiled by staff and presented to the Committee for further discussion.

Provincial Synchronized Skating Championships – Extra Labour & Material Costs


The Committee discussed extra labour and material costs of $864.15 incurred by the Town during the Provincial Synchronized Skating Championships.


The Committee recommends that the Town absorb the extra labour and material costs for this event, but that all groups be notified that any extra labour and materials required for future events and tournaments will be the responsibility of the groups hosting the event.

2008 Winterlude Review


The Director provided an overview of the 2008 Winterlude activities.  All events were well attended in spite of the bitterly cold weather on Saturday and Sunday.


The Committee would like to thank all the organizing groups and all the citizens who attended the over twenty-five (25) events.

2008 Canada Summer Jobs Update


The Director informed the Committee that the Grand Falls Rotary Club have agreed to sponsor the Town for the 2008 Canada Summer Jobs Program.  The Director has met with the representatives of Service Canada regarding the application process and the Department is optimistic that sufficient grant funding will be provided for the Summer Recreation and Sports Program.

Correspondence – Exploits Valley High School


The committee discussed correspondence received from Exploits Valley High School requesting one week of access of the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium and a donation of $500.00 towards the 2008 Exploits Valley High School Graduation, Dinner and Safe Grad.


The Committee recommends that this request be approved.

Correspondence – Request for a Memorial


The Committee discussed a request from a citizen to have a Memorial Plaque erected in recognition of his grandfather to acknowledge his boxing contribution to the Town.


The Committee recommends that the Director obtain additional information and background on this matter to present at a future Committee meeting.

Correspondence – Request for Financial Assistance


The Committee discussed a request for financial assistance to attend two (2) Teen Pageants.


The Committee recommends that this request be referred to the Finance and Administration Committee.

Correspondence – Mulrooney Avenue Park


The Committee discussed correspondence received from a resident with respect to concern with Mulrooney Avenue Park.  The Committee noted that new play equipment will be added to the Park in 2008 and that the Park receives equipment checks and maintenance during the summer and fall.


The Committee recommends that correspondence outlining the Department’s plans for 2008 at Mulrooney Avenue Park be sent to the concerned resident.

Canada Day Fireworks


The Director presented a proposal from Fire Works FX for a fireworks display for Canada Day.


The Committee recommends that this proposal be approved.

Motion

      Courtney\Barnett


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, Councillor Courtney advised Council that the Riding club site would be in the area at the entrance of the campground inside the fence.


Councillor Finn asked that Council address the curbside appeal of the Trans Canada Highway through our town and improve visibility from the Trans Canada Highway.


In response to a question from Councillor Eisenhauer, the Chairman stated the proposal from Fireworks FX was the best one available.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Wayne Beson Patrick Street

Town Take Ownership of Land for Taxes


Mr. Beson owns property at 15 Patrick Street.  There was a house on this property but it was demolished several years ago.  The House was located tight to the curb due to the size of the land.  The Town will not grant a permit to construct another house on this property so Mr. Beson asked if the Town would take the property for the taxes he owes for 2008 on several of his properties, totaling approximately $1,350.00.  Survey and legal work will also be required, so the total cost would be approximately $2,500.00.


The Committee agrees with the concept and recommends that the issue be considered by the Finance and Administration Committee.

Correspondence – Snowmobile Federation


The Committee discussed the request from the Snowmobile federation to acquire Crown Land within our boundary that is presently being used by the Federation.


The Committee does not think that ownership of land within our boundary should be assigned to the Federation for their control.  Therefore, the request is denied.  The Snowmobile Federation can continue to utilize the existing trails as they have in recent years.

Land – Erica Billings


The Committee recommends that the land fronting on Smallwood Drive be sold at $250.00 per frontage foot and back land be sold at $0.60 per square foot. HST, survey and legal fees will be extra.

Fred Chaulk – Land Formerly Occupied by Norman Freake


The Committee discussed this issue and recommends that staff re-apply for the property.  When the assessment is received, Council will request assistance from our MHA’s to settle the land transfer at a reasonable cost due to the land being occupied for approximately forty (40) years.

Request for Pet Cemetery


The Committee recommends that staff discuss the particulars with the applicant and report back to the Committee.

Correspondence – Jason Gregory


The Committee discussed the correspondence from Mr. Gregory concerning the cost to pave the service cut to his new house on Pondview Drive.  The fact that the Town re-paved the intersection at a later date had nothing to do with Mr. Gregory’s responsibility to repair asphalt he removed.


The Committee recommends that the request be denied and Mr. Gregory is responsible for paying to have his asphalt replaced.

SCB Holdings


The Committee discussed the request from SCB Holdings to re-zone a section of land at the intersection of Harris Avenue and Grenfell Heights (drawing attached) to construct self-storage units.  This area is presently zoned “residential Large Lot”.


The Committee recommends that the request be denied.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.


Councillor Courtney advised the meeting adjourned at 2:00 P.M.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Help Desk Now


The Committee reviewed a payment plan concerning arrears for the EXCITE building.


The Committee recommends that this be accepted.

Correspondence – Business Water Rates


The Committee received correspondence concerning commercial water rates.  The issue questioned was why commercial water rates include a 3 mil assessment plus a flat rate compared to a residential flat rate.   


The Committee recommends that the commercial water rate structure remain as is and that this be communicated to the business owner.

Human Resources Issues


The Committee reviewed current classifications and salary schedule for management employees. 


The Committee recommends that no changes be made.

Golf Course


The Committee reviewed the funding request for the Golf Course Clubhouse.  


The Committee recommends that staff continue with their building cost assessment.

Request for Donations


The Committee received two (2) requests for donations. 


The Committee recommends that $100.00 be approved for Encounters for Canada and $250.00 be approved for the NLAMA Conference.

Overview of Strategic Planning


The Director of Finance and HR presented an overview of strategic planning.


The Committee recommends that Council continue the development of performance measures in relation to defined objectives.

Performance Measurement Reports


The Committee reviewed the performance measures for Finance, Human Resources, Police, Animal Control and Fire Department.  


The Committee recommends acceptance of these reports.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

Exploits Valley Port Authority


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, there was general discussion on liabilities extended to the Town due to the Mayor’s membership on the Port Corporation.  It was determined that there was no risk to the Town.

Municipal Assessment Agency

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that Councillor Janice Eisenhauer be nominated by Council for Central Director of the Municipal Assessment Agency.  This motion carried a vote of 6-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


In response to a question from Councillor Finn, Councillor Courtney explained that Minor Hockey was notified that the boards in the Windsor Stadium would be replaced this year.


Councillor Finn requested a plan for the display of memorabilia.  Councillor Courtney agreed that one would be provided.


Councillor Eisenhauer requested Council acknowledge Ms. Laura Woodworth and Ms. Ledon Byrne’s success at the Miss Teen Newfoundland and Labrador Pageant.  The Mayor advised both young ladies will be invited to the next Council meeting.


Councillor Courtney congratulated the Cataracts on a good season.  The games were well attended and had a position influence on the Town.  He asked that a letter be written congratulating the team.


The Mayor informed Council of details of recent meetings held in St. John’s with the Minister of Health and the Minister of Municipal Affairs.

Motion

      Barnett\Finn


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, March 25th, 2008.  This motion carried by a vote of 6-0.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

