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          MEETING #333

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, MARCH 25TH, 2008

PRESENT:  Mayor:
     Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor: Robert King



Councillors:
     Roger Barnett, Jim Courtney,





     Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn, Roy Pitcher



Staff:

     M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





     J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works





     D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





     B. Griffin, Director of Finance





     G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #332 of Tuesday, March 4th, 2008.

Motion

      King\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #332 of Tuesday, March 4th, 2008 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 

7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


Councillor Finn requested that a plan be circulated for the display of memorabilia in the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $152,110.64.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $152,110.64 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Post-Secondary Committee Update


Walwin Blackmore, Chair, Central Newfoundland Post-Secondary Committee gave the Economic Development Committee an update as to the progress of a proposal being formulated by representative of the College of the North Atlantic and MUN.  Mr. Blackmore will be meeting with a representative of CONA in the next week or so to get a better idea of the status of this proposal.  The intention is for representatives of MUN and CONA Campus here to make a presentation to the Minister of Education on expansion of the first year CONA Course here and for a larger presence from MUN in Grand Falls-Windsor.

Methods\Processes for Measuring or Evaluating the Outcomes of Economic Development Objectives


The Committee recommended that the Economic Development Department will work with the Director of Finance and Human Resources to set up performance measurement indicators and reporting format.

Process for EXCITE Reporting to the Economic Development Committee and Council


The Committee reviewed the EXCITE Board’s reporting process.  It recommends that Economic Development travel (out-of province only) adhere to the reporting process.  Specifically:-

(a) budget and objectives be submitted prior to trip

(b) report on outcomes at completion of trip.

Updates on Business Prospects


The Economic Development Officer updated the Committee on the status of several retail opportunities currently being worked on.  The Economic Development Officer presented a proposal to the Committee to invite a high level member of Wal-Mart Canada and Canadian Tire’s Head Office to visit Grand Falls-Windsor for several days in late may or early June.  The purpose of this visit will be to have these representatives meet with Council, the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce, as well as local developers to discuss the impact that their existing stores are having on consumers, profitability and future development in the community.


The Committee recommends that this proposal be forwarded to the Finance and Administration Committee for consideration as no funds are identified in the 2008 Economic Development budget.

Destination Marketing Organization Meeting – Update


The Economic Development Officer participated in a meeting with a representative of ACOA and the Department of Tourism on February 27th here in Grand Falls-Windsor.  Almost twenty (20) tourism operators participated in the discussions of forming a Central Newfoundland Destination Marketing Organization (DMO).  The Government Officials were very pleased with the input and support from this meeting and are planning a similar meeting with operators in the Central East section of the area.  A follow-up meeting will be held later with representation from both groups to help form this organization.

Marketing Initiative – Update


The Economic Development Officer participated in a conference call with representatives of ACOA to present the proposal for development of several marketing initiatives, including a new Town website, community profile and a project with the Exploits Regional Chamber of Commerce.  The Economic Development Officer will redraft the application and present it to ACOA for consideration based on the feedback he received during the conference call.

New Town Maps


The Economic Development Officer has asked local printers for a Call for Proposals to produce a new Town map.  Once a company has been selected, the Economic Development Officer will contact local businesses to participate in the project from an advertising perspective.

Other Business


The Economic Development Officer presented a proposal from NTV for the Town to participate in NTV’s “Postcards from Home’ advertising program for this coming summer.  The Committee discussed the value in participating and the Economic Development Officer will contact Gordon Pinsent to inquire as to his participation in this campaign.  The Committee will then review the concept and then decide whether to recommend participation, as well as request funds from the Finance and Administration Committee, as this project was not budgeted in the 2008 Budget.

Motion

      Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Councillor Courtney commented that the exercise of bringing in the executive group from the large retailers is not a good outlay of public money because they are already fully aware of economic conditions in Grand Falls-Windsor.


Councillor Finn stated this was not a knee jerk reaction and the Committee wants to meet with them.  


Deputy Mayor King expressed an interest in bringing in more then Canadian Tire and Wal-Mart.

   
Councillor Eisenhauer spoke in favour of the effort and Deputy Mayor King stated that if a budget can be found for the mission then there should be more debate.


The following report was also presented by Councillor Finn.

Bell Group


The Business Development Officer reported on the status of the Bell Group project.  He indicated that Mr. Gunasingh will be in St. John’s on March 27th and 28th.


The Committee recommended that Council lobby that Multi-Materials Stewardship Board (MMSB) on behalf of the Bell Group for acquisition of a supply of PET.  It also recommended that the Town continue to work with Mr. Gunasingh and the Bell Group on this manufacturing project as long as Grand Falls-Windsor is the primary location of this project.

Motion

      Finn\Barnett


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 

Salmon Festival


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Major Concert


The Committee reviewed the potential talent line-up for this year’s concert. 


The Committee recommends that staff continue efforts to finalize this year’s line-up.

Advertising


The Committee reviewed advertising requests for this year’s 

event.


The Committee recommends that our marketing plan be maintained at last year’s level.  The Committee also recommends that any additional requests be denied.

Beer Sponsorship


The Committee reviewed correspondence from our beer sponsor requesting a three-year renewal at the current rates.


The Committee recommends that this be accepted.

Wine Tasting


The Committee reviewed plans for this year’s wine tasting event.  It was noted that the Newfoundland Liquor Corporation is investigating hosting a similar event in Grand Falls-Windsor.  


The Committee recommends that staff meet with the Newfoundland Liquor Corporation to discuss a potential partnering opportunity.  The Committee also recommends that staff solicit additional sponsors for this event.

Salmon Dinner Proposal


The Committee reviewed a proposal from iDance to provide entertainment at the Salmon Dinner.


The Committee recommends that this proposal not be accepted and that the Director of Recreation arrange entertainment for this event.

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The following tender was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Tender Summary – Asphalt Recycler


One (1) tender was received on the asphalt recycler from Dankov Enterprises in the amount of $97,807.15.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that the tender for the asphalt recycler from Dankov Enterprises in the amount of $97,807.15 would be accepted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0. 

OTHER BUSINESS


Deputy Mayor King congratulated the Public Works crew and the Fire Department on a job well done during the two (2) recent storms.


Councillor Courtney commented that the snow blowers have to blow snow off the road and no one gets preferential treatment.


Councillor Courtney also informed the public that the Fire Department manned the Fire Station twenty-four (24) hours per day for both of the storms and felt proud that we have such a dedicated Department.


Councillor Eisenhauer congratulated all the candidates in the recent election.  She also expressed gratitude to the families of the firefighters.


Councillor Eisenhauer requested that Grand Falls-Windsor Day be addressed at the next Salmon Festival meeting.


Councillor Finn congratulated the ACE team from the College of the North Atlantic for winning the Regional Exhibition for TD Bank Entrepreneurship Challenge at the recent competition in Halifax.  They will now be attending the Nationals in Toronto in May.


Councillor Finn requested a report on snowclearing costs for this week and also requested a report on the Saturday Drop-Off at the depot.


Councillor Pitcher thanked the voters of Grand Falls-Windsor for electing him.  He stated he is very honoured to serve the people and be a Councillor for the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor.

Motion

      Barnett\Finn


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, April 15th, 2008.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 7:45P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

