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MEETING #334

MINUTES OF MEETING

GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR TOWN COUNCIL

HELD IN THE TOWN HALL

7:00 P.M., TUESDAY, APRIL 15TH, 2008

PRESENT:  Mayor:
      Rex Barnes



Deputy Mayor:  Robert King



Councillors:       Roger Barnett, Jim Courtney,





      Janice Eisenhauer, Darren Finn, Roy Pitcher



Staff:

      M. Pinsent, Town Manager\Clerk





      D. Nichols, Director of Parks & Recreation





      B. Griffin, Director of Finance





      G. Hennessey, Economic Development Officer

ABSENT:   Staff:

      J. Saunders, Director of Engineering & Works


The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked for any errors or omissions to the Minutes of Meeting #333 of Tuesday, March 25th, 2008.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Pitcher


Be it resolved that the Minutes of Meeting #333 of Tuesday, March 25th, 2008 would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of

7-0.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES


None

DISBURSEMENT REPORT


Councillor Eisenhauer presented the disbursement report in the amount of $283,862.90.

Motion

     Eisenhauer\Finn


Be it resolved that the disbursement report in the amount of $283,862.90 would be adopted as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


In response to a question from Councillor Courtney, it was agreed the details of the Fire Department travel be forwarded to Council.

CORESPONDENCE

Motion

      Courtney\King


Be it resolved that the Parkinsons Society letter be accepted and work be continued on investigating a 911 system for Grand Falls-Windsor and area.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0-.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Parks, Recreation and Special Events


The following report was presented by Councillor Courtney.

Correspondence – 60th Anniversary of Stadium – Request


The Committee discussed correspondence from a resident requesting that three (3) former hockey players from the 1958-59 season be honoured at a ceremony in the fall as part of the 60th Anniversary of the Joe Byrne Memorial Celebrations.  The Committee agrees in concept with the idea but would like to consider honouring additional players from the first decade of operation of the Stadium as well.


The Committee recommends that the Director obtain information on the number of remaining players available from the first decade of operation and report the information back to the Committee for further discussion on this matter.

2008 Canada Summer Jobs Grants Update


The Director informed the Committee that the 2008 Canada Summer Jobs Grants have been submitted to Human Resources and Development Canada.  The Grand Falls Rotary club has agreed to co-sponsor the applications.  Funding announcements on these grants are expected to be made within the next month or so.

2008 Student Work and Service Program Grants Update


The Director informed the Committee that the 2008 Student Work and Service Program Grants have been submitted to the Provincial Human Resources Department.  This year a joint application from the Parks and Recreation Department and Department of Engineering was submitted.

Student Summer Job Application Guidelines


The Director discussed concerns regarding the number of students applying for Summer Student Employment for the Department’s Summer Minor Sports and Recreation Program.  The Director requested that the eligibility requirements be amended to permit students who attended a secondary institution as a full-time student if there is an insufficient number of applications from students who attended a post-secondary institution.  The Director also requested that the terms of employment be amended to permit students to voluntarily work for the Salmon Festival events.


The Committee recommends that the Director’s request regarding the eligibility amendment be approved but that the terms of employment amendment be denied.

2008 Community Enhancement Employment Program Grants Update


The Director presented correspondence received from three (3) Community Enhancement Employment Program applications.  All three (3) requests for Red Cliff Rocks Campground, Rotary Park and Sanger Memorial Park were not approved for funding.  The Director noted that approval was granted for the Ski Trail Grant, which concluded on March 29th, 2008.  The Director will provide a report on the Ski Trail Project at a future Committee Meeting.

2008 Rotary Park Job Creation Project Grant Application


The Director presented the 2008 Rotary Park Job Creation Project Grant Application for Phase II of the park development.  The Rotary Club and the Town have committed significant cash and in-kind contributions towards this project.


The Committee recommends that this grant application be submitted to Service Canada.

2008 Parks and Recreation Heritage Job Creation Program Grant Application


The Director presented the 2008 Parks and Recreation Heritage Job Creation Program Grant application for heritage display and historic preservation of sports and memorabilia at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.


The Committee recommends that this grant application be submitted to Service Canada.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Heritage Display & 60th Anniversary Display


The Committee discussed the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium Heritage Display and the 60th Anniversary Display.  The Director will compile a plan of action based on the expected awarding of the Job Creation Program application and submit the plan to the Committee for further discussion.


The Committee recommends that the Director submit a Heritage Display and 60th Anniversary Display Plan for Committee consideration.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium – Smoking Concerns


The Committee discussed concerns expressed regarding smoking outside the entrance at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.


The Committee recommends that an outside smoking area be designated and that smoking outside the Stadium be permitted in that area only.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium – Front Lobby Concerns


The Committee discussed safety concerns with respect to slippery conditions in the Front lobby area of the Stadium.  Different methods including special waxes and the installation of mats have been added to the lobby floor, but have not eliminated the problems.


The Committee recommends that a cost estimate be obtained to replace the existing floor with a non-slip surface area.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium – Sign Advertising Bills


The Director informed the Committee that all Stadium sign advertising bills have been delivered to the advertisers and several signed contracts and sign payments have been returned.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium – Parking Concerns


The Director informed the Committee that there are several parking and safety concerns, which are being experienced by the staff and public at the Stadium, particularly at tournaments and special events.  The Committee reviewed the Director’s concerns and discussed the parking photographs at events that were provided.


The Committee recommends that the Director’s concerns be taken under advisement and that further discussion on Stadium parking be addressed at a future meeting.

Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium – Hot Water Heating, Bleacher Heating & Roof Leaking Concerns


The Director discussed problems being experienced with hot water heating, bleacher heating and roof leaks at the Stadium.  Staff deals with these problems in an as timely and efficient manner as possible given the recurrence of these concerns.

Centennial Gazebo Project


The Committee discussed plans presented for the Centennial Gazebo to be erected at Church Road Park.  Staff will present a cost estimate for erection, installation and timing of this project.

2008 Parks and Recreation Capital Projects Schedule


The Director presented a List of Capital Projects and a draft schedule of the staff resources to complete the projects.  Tender summaries were also presented for a spreader, grass catcher/sweeper and turf aerator.


The Committee recommends that the Director and Town Manager\Clerk prepare a schedule of Parks and Recreation Capital Events and a time line for the completion of the projects.

Recreation Newfoundland and Labrador Central Regional Seminar


The Director presented the Committee with the brochure and agenda for the Recreation Newfoundland and Labrador Central Regional Seminar to be held on Saturday, April 12th, 2008 at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.

Recreation Newfoundland and Labrador Annual General Meeting & Conference Update


The Director informed the Committee that the next Recreation Newfoundland and Labrador Annual General Meeting and Conference Planning meeting will be held on Friday, April 11th, 2008 at the Joe Byrne Memorial Stadium.  The Annual General Meeting and Conference will be held on May 22nd-24th, 2008 at Grand Falls-Windsor.

Recreation Newfoundland and Labrador Awards Nomination


The Director requested that the Committee support his nomination of Mr. Ron Healey for the 2008 Recreation Newfoundland and Labrador Cy Hoskins Memorial Service Award.  Mr. Healey is a colleague and mentor of the Director and is a former resident of Grand Falls-Windsor.


The Committee recommends that the Town support the Director’s nomination request.

Parks and Recreation Security Staff


The Director requested that the Committee increase the rate of pay for Parks and Recreation Security Staff.  The Director noted that the minimum wage rate has increased and other staff have received wage increases.  The Parks and Recreation Security Staff are also a dedicated and hardworking staff who are responsible for ensuring the high level of success at our Community Special Events and Tournaments.


The Committee recommends that the Parks and Recreation Security Staff receive an increase in their rate of pay.

Rotary Park Update


The Director and Chairman Councillor Courtney informed the Committee on the upcoming plans and events planned for the Rotary Park project by the Grand Falls Rotary Club.  The Rotary Park Telethon will be broadcast on Rogers Cable on Wednesday, April 9th and the Club has unveiled several legacy package options to sponsor the various areas of the Park.


The Committee would like to thank the Rotary Club for their commitment and involvement with the Park.

2003-2007 Stadiums Monthly and Yearly Reports


The Director presented the Committee with a compilation of 2003-2007 Year End Stadium Monthly/Yearly Reports.


The Committee will discuss these reports at a future meeting.

Motion

      Courtney\Barnett


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


It is agreed the recommendation on pay increase for security staff will be addressed by the Finance and Administration Committee.

Motion

      Courtney\Finn


Be it resolved that secondary and post-secondary students will be eligible for summer student employment.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


It was agreed the Recreation Department would prepare a report regarding heat in the stadium and recommendations on a policy on what events are heated.

Public Works and Planning


The following report was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Proposed Subdivision Layout – Abitibi Land on Lincoln Road


The Committee discussed the correspondence and proposed layout from Abitibi.


The Committee recommends approval in principle and the following issues must be addressed:-

1. Buffer on Lincoln Road

2. Buffer on Sunset Drive

3. Buffer on Abitibi Road

4. Only trees in the street right-of-way to be cut during development.  Trees

on individual lots to be removed by the lot purchaser.

5. Discuss proposal with residents bordering property to inform them of the

Proposed development.

Correspondence – Jeff Andrews (2 Letters)

Apartment Request – The Committee reviewed the request to construct an apartment in the existing space within the Greco building and recommends it be approved.  The exit to the side must not interfere with traffic flow and only a step will be permitted.

Water Leak – The Committee reviewed this issue and recommends the decision made previously be upheld.

Pet Cemetery – Correspondence from Mike & Sheila Goodyear


The Committee discussed the correspondence and suggests that an appropriate site be identified.  This will then be considered by the Committee for a recommendation to Council.

Correspondence – Walter Pennell


The Committee discussed the request for Crown Land near Mr. Pennell’s property on Pondview Drive.


The Committee recommends that land at the rear of the property be approved to a depth equal to the adjacent property (61 meters).

Correspondence – Tracy Winsor


The Committee reviewed the request from Ms. Winsor concerning Crown Land adjacent to her property.


The Committee recommends that approval be granted for land between her property and Mr. Pennell (previous request) and parallel to her boundary to a depth of 61 meters.  This approval is also conditional on road improvements (paving) as per the correspondence from the Engineering Department dated June 14th, 2006.

Correspondence – Multi-Materials Stewardship Board


The Committee discussed the correspondence concerning Household Hazardous Waste Day.  This is included in the budget and the Committee recommends it be approved.

Request – Hiscock’s Take-Out, Main Street


The Committee discussed the proposal from Hiscock’s Take-Out to expand their business.  This is a discretionary use.  Also, the size encroaches into the allowable sideyard and rear yard and that has to be addressed as well.  The parking lot must be paved as part of the upgrading.


The Committee recommends the appropriate notices be placed in the local paper and circulated to the residents in the area.

Correspondence – Roxanne Fudge\Councillor Eisenhauer


The Committee reviewed this issue and recommends that staff discuss with residents to resolve the problem.

Land Request – Danny Hollett, Andrews Crescent


The Committee discussed the request for land on Andrews Crescent.  This is presently used as access to the open space at the rear of these properties.


The Committee recommends that the request be denied and consideration be given by Recreation to construct/define the two (2) accesses to this area.

Business Permit – Stanley Winsor


The Committee reviewed the request and recommends a permit not be issued and Mr. Winsor be given until May 31st, 2008 to cease work at his residential property.

Municipal Discretionary Authority Workshop


Staff circulated this information to the Councillors to determine interest in attending.

Development in Queensway


The Committee discussed the request from Action Truck Caps and Accessories to construct a building in Queensway (sketch is attached).


After much discussion, the Committee recommends approval of the request and the property be sold as per policy.

Back Land Request – 336 Grenfell Heights


The Committee recommends this be sold as per policy.

Saturday Drop-Off – White Day


The Saturday drop-off is working very well and there are positive comments about the service.  Use of this service has increased from approximately fifty (50) vehicles when first implemented to approximately one hundred (100) vehicles in recent weeks.


The Committee recommends the continuation of the service and recommends staff develop a policy to enhance service to our residents with a bulk pick-up on Mondays.

Sign Regulations


The regulations as circulated recently should be reviewed by all Councillors and discussed at a Committee of the Whole meeting.  Municipal Police also have reviewed the document and have comments.


The Provincial Government has also adopted a Provincial Sign Strategy which will be reviewed in conjunction with our regulations.

Request by Rod Sooley – Locate House to Legion Property on Bond Street


The Committee reviewed the request by Mr. Sooley to relocate the house from Richmond Street to the Legion property on Bond Street (see attached).


The area is zoned “Commercial Downtown” and a single family home is not permitted, therefore the request is denied.

Motion

      King\Barnett


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


Councillor Finn requested that the Abitibi sub-division consider a linear park along Abitibi’s boundary to link the downtown area.

Economic Development and Tourism


The following report was presented by Councillor Finn.

Assisted Living Conference


The Assisted Living Conference will be held on Tuesday, May 27th at 8:30 A.M.-12:00 Noon at the Mount Peyton Hotel.  This is a partnership of 

the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor and Central Health.  The objective of the Conference is to bring business information to real estate developers on this new type of independent living arrangement for seniors, the disabled and those suffering from chronic illness.

Newlab


The business process is moving forward.

Bell Group


Bell Group will be coming to St. John’s at the end of April to deal with corporate issues in order to move their investment forward.

Website


The Committee reviewed three (3) proposals from web page designers and recommended that pending a funding agreement from ACOA, Essential Coding Inc. will develop the new Town website.

Work Term Student


The Committee has approved a request from the College of the North Atlantic to place a work term student in the Economic Development Department for a two-week period beginning in early May.  The student will assist the Department in several marketing initiatives.

Signage Policy – EVEDC


The Committee reviewed the Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation’s Signage Strategy and recommended that copies of the Strategy be distributed to all Council for review before any further work be done on this initiative.

Saltscape East Coast Expo


The Economic Development Officer presented a request for the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor to attend this Tourism Trade Show in Halifax from April 25th-27th.


The Committee recommends that the Economic Development Officer register for this Trade Show and attend on behalf of Council.

Riverfront Development Study Update

The Economic Development Officer reported that the application has been reviewed by the Provincial Department of Tourism and is now being reviewed by the ACOA representative.  The Economic Development Officer is continuing to communicate with the funding source to expedite this application.

Motion

     Finn\Eisenhauer


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

Finance and Administration


The following report was presented by Councillor Eisenhauer.

Tax Collections


The Committee reviewed tax collections as of March 31st, 2008.  Total taxes outstanding as of March 31st, 2008 were $3,752,000 ($3,882,000 – 2007, a decrease of $130,000).

Labour Report


The Committee reviewed labour costs as of week 11.  Total labour costs for the period were $473,000 ($12,000 over budget). 


The Committee was pleased with this report given the harsh winter conditions experienced.

Pension Governance


The Director of Finance & HR advised that the Pension Committee met to review pension issues.  This Committee, consisting of management and plan members, will meet twice annually.  The objective of this Committee is to provide plan management and governance to plan membership.  


The Committee reviewed the attached governance model and recommends it be accepted.

Building – 13 High Street


The Committee reviewed a proposal for the purchase of a building on High Street.


The Committee recommends that this issue be referred to the Committee of the Whole.  The Committee advises that any consideration for increased capital be considered on a priority basis in relation to other capital needs.

Economic Development Request


The Committee received a request from the Economic Development Committee to consider funding for increase advertising ($6,000) and retail prospecting ($2,500).


The Committee recommends that these amounts be approved.

Travel Request


The Committee received a request for funding from two (2) Miss Teen NL contestants.


The Committee recommends that $50.00 each be approved.

Land – Patrick Street


The Committee reviewed a request for land purchase in the amount of $1,430.  


The Committee recommends that this be approved.

Exploits Regional Services Board


This item was deferred to the next meeting.

Sanger Memorial  RV Park


The Committee reviewed financial statements for Sanger Memorial RV Park operations.  Net income for the year was $253.  Total occupancy for 2007 was 82% (75% - 2006).

EXCITE


The Committee reviewed current amounts outstanding for rental of the EXCITE Centre.  It was noted that payments have increased significantly over the past twelve (12) months. 


The Committee recommends that staff discuss this issue with management of Help Desk Now and DPSI.

Golf Course


The Committee reviewed the status of the Golf Club 

financing.


The Committee recommends that the Town of Grand Falls-Windsor guarantee the current loan of $336,000.  Terms of the loan are at floating interest rates with the last payment due July 31st, 2017.  The Committee also recommends that this funding be secured by a mortgage on the facility.  The Committee reviewed estimated costs of a new clubhouse.  The Committee also recommends that staff proceed with an engineering assessment of the building and costing alternatives to determine future direction.

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Pitcher


Be it resolved that this report would be adopted as circulated.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


It was agreed that the Economic Development retail prospective proposal will be discussed at the next Committee of the Whole meeting before the companies are contacted about coming to Grand Falls-Windsor.


The following variance was presented by Deputy Mayor King.

Variance – 37 Harmsworth Drive


Council has received an application from Mr. David Ball to construct a residence.  It is noted that the proposed residence will encroach into the allowable rear yard by 1.0 m.  A notice of variance was advertised in the local newspaper and mailed to abutting and adjacent property owners.  The Engineering Department did not receive any objections.  If Council has no objections or concerns a permit will be issued.

Motion

      King\Courtney


Be it resolved that the variance for 37 Harmsworth Drive be approved as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

New Committee Structure

Motion

      Eisenhauer\Barnett


Be it resolved that the new Committee Structure (as attached) be approved as presented.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.

OTHER BUSINESS


Councillor Finn recommended that the Town lobby for the Federal Penitentiary and discuss it at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.


Councillor Eisenhauer reminded the public that the Exploits Valley Economic Development Corporation has an E-waste Program about to begin.


Councillor Courtney congratulated the Rotary Club on the success of the telethon for the Rotary Park and brought forward their appreciation to Council for Council’s involvement in building the Park.


Councillor Courtney also asked Council to write Rogers TV and request that the Cameron Inquiry be televised locally.


Mayor Barnes reminded the public that there is a fundraiser for Ron Healey on Saturday night in Bishop’s Falls.

Motion

      Finn\Barnett


Be it resolved that the meeting of the Grand Falls-Windsor Town Council would be adjourned until the next regular scheduled meeting of 7:00 P.M., Tuesday, May 6th, 2008.  This motion carried by a vote of 7-0.


The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M.

Rex Barnes





M. Pinsent

Mayor





Town Manager\Clerk

